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%ntti VII. 

THE CARD PARTY, 

WITH THE 

HISTORY OF THE STANLEY FAMILY. 
MY DEAR CHILDy 

I AM not one of thofe who regard a paflive 
obedience and blind fubmiffion on the part 
of the child as the beft fecurity for reafon- 
able hopes on that of the parent : much lefs 
do I think them the fuitable means of pro- 
vidirig for thofe trials in this life, on which 
depends her happinefs in a more perfect 
ftate of exiftence. 

You are called upon as a rational beingi 

and as created ukitnately for immortaUtf, 
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to a<!l a part more honourable and more de- 
cided thwi qaa b^ ^^ed by om who U the 
mere inftrument of the will of another. The 
only guard which can effeftually defend us 
from fin and error mud; b^ clear imd pre- 
cife ideas of that which is falutary and goodj 
and of that which is pernicious and wicked. 

You are a reafonable dod an accountable 
being j but you are yet too young, and too 
uninformed, to direft with fafety your own 
cpnduft. Providence has wifely and mer- 
cifully committed this feafoo of your life to 
the care and guidance of others ; and with 
abounding mercy to you, thefe am parents, 
forcibly imprefled with a due jfeijfe of the 
wthority thys delegated to thorn. 

In thi$ difpenfation of gpodpef^^ I daubt 
W^t but that my Eii»^ will find ftrong 
inducemants for gratitude j &>f mo^ ^R\x^ 
redly no blelfing in this world c$n be pui 
in competition with thaft of b^i^g proC€^« 
ed and inftrufted by good parents. Yqu 
- piuft, however, ferioufly reiJeft tk^t u^ifher 
^ their zeal nor their abilities cati exempt you 

from 
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frotfi the neceffity of exercifing your ewn 
-reafoft, nor excuTe diofe errors which the 
iiegleft of fo doing may tn4 will produce. 
• There is no period of life, beyond the 
Ihort ftage of infancy, in which we are not 
called upon to employ the faculties of ow 
own minds, and the powers of our own 
underftandings ; and nature has wifely pro- 
portioned our field of aAion to their dawn- 
ing ftrength. Wc foon perceive the di«. 
ftinguilhing and eflential differences between 
a good aftion and a bad one, between truth 
and falfehood, gratitude and ingratitude; 
and as our minds mature, and our fphere of 
life enlarges, we become more and more 
^ble to inveftigate the motives of moral 
aftion and out own conduft. 

I believe that, young as you are, you are 
prepared for * the in^rences which I mean 
to draw from what I^^^e already advanced, 
and on which I rell^TOy hopes of being; 
ufeful to you : ior I 'tliink all authority 
whidi does not reft on the folid bafis of 
i^eafon^ u&rpation i and rn confequence of 

. this 



diis opinion I have, with the moft dlllgeilt 
attention, made you the arbiter of my con- 
du(fl relpefting you in every inftance in 
which I conceived you capable of judging. 
I have conftantly and clearly laid before you 
my reafons for privations, and my motives 
for indujgence j convmced that you would 
contemplate kindnefs as much in the former 
.as in the latter, and that you would perceive 
your advantage and happinefs clofely linked 
with both. By this mbde of treatment I 
think you have acquired a facility of judg- 
ing, and many marks and indications that 
belong to a difcriminating mind, and a 
quick perception of truth and utility. 

But youth, my Eliza, is liable to incon- 
fideration, and reafon and confcience are 
fometimes filenced by. the various and al- 
luring objefts which fancy and defire place 
in their way. If their vigilance be fufpended, 
if their authority be fufFered to fleep, at 
this period of your life, the confequences 
are doubly mifchievous ; for you will nof. 
only have to fear the evils which are infe- 

parably 



parably attached to afting without thei/ 
reftraint, but even their power of govern- 
ing you will be loft ; for the reafon ' and 
confcience which are not diligently exer- 
cifed will foon become torpid and ufelefs. 
- The reft of this letter is intended as a 
wholefome exercife for the heft fart of your 
mind ; and I cheerfully expedt from it a 
decifion which Ihall fatisfy me that you will 
not like a coward fly from thd appeaL 

During your coufinis* late vifit we ad- 
mitted a card-table into our arrangements 
for the evening's recreation. As our guefts, 
it became in fome meafure incumbent upon 
us to confult their tafte, rather than our own, 
in the choice of our amufemen t. You very 
cheerfully fubmittedj and only pleaded your 
entire ignorance of every fort of game, 
I propofed a party at commerce, as being 
eafy for you to learn, and convenient for 
our huihber. The firft evening was devoted 
to teaching you the game j and I believe 
you will recollea your wild fpirits, whicl<. 
^yerfet th^ table arid c^andles ip preparing 

the 



the roem for a game of blindman's huffp 
which was unantmouflf agreed iq}on at tha 
elofe of your f^rft JjeiToh^ and in which joxi 
wanted ae inftfudtion or gilidti beyond ypur 
agility. 

No fooner was the tea-icquiph^ r6ifto- 
red on the following evening^ than our 
yoiing guefb clamoroufly demanded the 
Cards. Your filetice was difregarded^ and 
the citcle was formed rdtihd the table. You 
languidly diftributed the fiih^ faying that 
you thought the night remarkably cold, and 
wilhed for a country dance. George Stan- 
ley^ without noticing your wiflies, alked me 
what I chofe to make the pool-bafket* I 
replied, fmilingj that 1 would for that night 
be the bank, and dropped into, the bafket 
half-a-guinea.-' Infenfibly you became at-* 
tentive, and caught the eagernefs of your 
edmpanions ; faw the defeat of yotir next 
neighbour's hand with triumph; and adiiiit-t- 
ted, or refufed, the fuggefted plans of youi- 
advifer George Stanley as your own pru- 
dence fuggefted; and finally fhai^ the 

pool 



pdol^ith him* The r«ft df the party ftw 
AOt this conyattion with fetisfefti(Mi* ChaN 
. bttiB ftid thiit George had good reafons fof 
his adtice, and that thofe who t«n6tit part* 
htn 6Ught not to fit by each odter.^ George 
toloured, but kughed at what- he could 
nat anfwfer. A few nights tired me of 

• 

commerce, and t contented myfelf with 
being, in appearance, an unconcerned 
fpeftator, quiedy occupying one corner of 
this table. 

Methinki I already fee the ingenuous 
bluUij mantling, iF I may ufe a poetical ex- 
preiTiOh, on my Eliza's cheek, at the recol- 
IfeftiOft 6f ithdt which could not poflibly 

fefeape my notice, or my difapprobarion. 
Tbu will with confufion retrace in your 

mind your fiiare of all the bungling tricks 
and awkward ftneffe which fo difgraced the 
party . , . Playing for the advantage of thofe 
with whom you had fecreriy ferried to jfhare 
the gains • , . . Signs and winks, and con* 
tei-ted plans, to cheat poor Sophy and 
Charles of ihek rtiohey, and of all- chance of 

y fuccefs 



fuccefs • . • . Combinations, in a wordj which 
impofed upon them in all points but that 
of removing from them their fufpicions of 
unfair play, Thefe were avowed with 
rudenefs, nay, fometimes with violence and 
even tears. I interfered not, but paflively 
faw anger fparkle in every eye by turns -, 
fluflied faces, and fullen retorts j and every 
propofal for more cheerful and innocent 
amufement rejedbed. 

In this way has my Eliza palTed the 
greater part of the evenings during the 
laft month. You are now an adept at 
feveral forts of games, and you have ac- 
quired talents of which you have no realbn 
to be proud. Laft week your coufins left 
us. Shall I be unjuft if I fay that you have 
appeared to regret the abfence of the card- 
table, more than the removal of grour com- 
panions and friends? On the evening of 
their departure you appeared difinclined to 
every fort of occupation j the mufic-book 
which you wanted was miflaid 5 you had no 
lake for your rofes. I propofed reading. 

You 
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You yawned, and pleaded your fears that 
you had caiight cold j you approached the 
fopha, and careffed Fidcle for half an hour i 
then ftretched yourfelf on the culhions: 
at length, half hefitating, you faid that you 
would fhow me fome tricks with the cards, 
that George Stanley had taught you. I 
fmiled, and with great alertnefs the cards 
were produced. You then alked me, whe- 
ther I ever played at piquet. I anfwered in 
the negative, adding that I had entirely 
forgotten it ... . Fidele was again referred 
to • , . . The evening was long and dull ; and 
you were not forry to retire to your room. 
The following day was more propitious. 
Mrs. Beaumont, with a few of your grand- 
father's old friends, paffed it with us. After 
tea, Mrs. Beaumont propofed cards. " I 
hear," faid Ihe, " Eliza, that your wild 
Irifh coufms have initiated you into all th^ 
fecrets of this fublime art." You bluflied, 
Eliza, crimfon deep. " But," added flie, 
" good nature now will conduct us to the 
card- table i for poor doftor Craven is be- 
come 
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come fo deaf that he derives no amuffemeiit 
from cohvferfatioft." The card-table Wai 
placed 5 your grandfather deterinincd for ^ 
pool at commerce, the ftake to be half- 
guineas; and, fmilingon you, he added, "1 
will be my Eliia's, banker to-night.'^ '*! 
Will have nto partnerfhip," cried I giiiyi 
•' without conditions. I mean to win thift 
money, and I now offer half of it, With half 
the honour annexed to gaining it.** *' Let 
us hear your Cohditions," cried every one. 
" Why," replied I, " I mfean, with the mo* 
ney to clothe a poor half-naked ^irl whd 
bringis us water-crefles. I faw her thi^ 
morning fliivering with cold and mifery j 
and i almoft blufhed at the furvey t)f th6 
comforts with which I was fiirrounded.*'^^-^ 
Every one eagerly declared that the pO()! 
was the property of Hannah, the water- 
crefs girl, and that the winner Ihould hav6 
the pleafure of applying the money to the 
relief of her wants. I exerted all my Ikill i 
Mt-s. Beautnbnt loft, in her attention to the 
game, the defire of chatting ; your grands 
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iather fhidied^ with profound wiiHom, every 
chance and card. But Eliza Palmerftone was- 
liftleis dnd iinconcerned !-^you rofe after. 
depofiting your lajft flake, retired to the cor- 
ner of die fird, and took up a news-papef*- 
I was the winner : and thus ended cnr card- 
party. 

This morning: Hannah, with her mother, 
paid me a trifit of thanks i for 1 had loft no 
time in appfopriating the money to its de- 
ftined purpofe. I had now the fatisfaftion 
of feeing that my child's mind .had reco- 
vered its natural tone j your eyes beamed 
with pleafure> as ydu furveyed the com- 
fortable appearance of thefe indigent pebple.- 
*' Whyi*' cried you, tranfported, *' they 
are ^«i/j& fupplied with hew clothes ! How 
did you manage to buy fo many things with 
fo little money ? I could never have fuppo- 
ifed that fGU^or fiVe guineas could have made 
them To clean ahd cohifortable."--'^ The 
Wants of the poor iandneedyj" replied li " am 
riot toftfy\ but Hannah's are not yet quite 
rcriiovedt I Wifh Ihe had a good warm 

cloak i 
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e|oak ; and were it not for the fear of tiring 
our friends, I would win a fecond pool for 
Ker fake. How ftandsyour pur/e, Eliza ?** 
Shall I not pain your gende nature by re- 
calling the confufion with which, hanging 
on my bofom, you whilpered that you were 
pennylcfs ? 

Mrs. Clark retired with my poor Hannah 
and her mother ; and I mildly refumed the 
converfation by faying that ' thofe who 
played at cards ought to be prepared for for- 
tune in all her caprices/ — " Undoubtedly," 
replied you j " but George and Charlotte 
Stanley can win without being indebted to 
her favour/'—" Not unlefs they cbeat^* 
anfwered L A blufli and downcafl: eye was 
your reply* *' However,'* continued I, 
*' be not uneafy : Hannah fhall be no fuf- 
ferer : I will engage for the cloak." You 
burft into tears, and faid, fobbing, " But / 
cannot be the donor; my folly has pre^ 
Tented that .... and .... more." — *^ It \%c 
neccflary, my child> that I Ihould detail the 
whole of the confeflion which followed^; 

For 
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l?or a fortnight you had forgotten to pay 
for the nurftng of your protegee, John 
•Dunning's motherlefs infant; and for feve* 
ral weeks you had feen yourfelf impofed 
upon with patience, in the vain hope of be- 
ing in the iiTue a match for meannefs and 
craft with their own weapons. You will in 
a moment perceive my reafons for flaring 
thus minutely that which poffibly you con- 
fider as having been thoroughly underftood. 
It may be you are deceived : probably you 
have not traced in this apparently ufelefs 
detail of your conduA, and that of your 
aflbciates, fpnae of the moflftriking features 
and hideous traits of the pradifed and habi- 
tual gamefler. Many, I doubt not^ of thefb 
lofl and miferable men (would I could con* 
fine my obfervation to men only I) have re- 
ceived the firft rudiments of their pernicious 
art, and the firfl impulfe of their direfui 
pafEon, in the nurfery, or at l^afl in the 
earliefl opening of their youth. Then it 
was that the firft principles of rectitude 
wer^ violated : then it was that the uncor* 

rupted 
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Tupted heart firfi: admitted the cruel jtn j 
containinadflg love of money : then was 
engendered thgt miferable and delufive pre^- 
ferenceof^^, and all the. poor and baie 
motives of exclufive imereft. Ti^e, and 
/i&^y were pradiibd the tricks of impofir 
ition, of over- reaching the unwary or moi^ 
ignorant* Thus'prq>ared they nteet the 
world, anc}> alas i exhibit paffions fatal to 
idtemfelves, and to all who are corniefted 
with them* The profligate and inveterate 
love of gaming, my Eliza, contains in it a 
depravity beyond tfiiy of which you can 
iorm an idea.... I would call it a deftroying 
dsemon, if I were aflced to fix to it any ap- 
prc^riate term. Yes, I would fay, it is a 
-deftroying dwnon, which exults in laying 
ivafte all the refources of the human mind, 
and trampling down all the fences of human 
prudence. It afts like an overwhelming 
'deluge,* fweeping from the heart of man'aU 
the fweet charities of human life, and leav- 
ing nothing b^ind but a cold indifference 
'for the happinefs of others, and for him- 

felf 
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fclf the hojgqn ^f cowardly defp^ir, pr th^ 
cruel triumphs of fQrdid iomreit 
. With tbefe imprelTjpws now gn my mM» 
with thfJ recpllefl;iw pf th^t mifery tp fii- 
milies which ha3 within the mvrQW fphare 
gf my experiwc^ refiUted frpip th« love of 
g«ping^ ^ which hourly c^s for pity, I 
have loft fight of the principal view of thi* 
letteri for I hope there c^a be little dwgejr 
of your addiog^ to the nuii^er of thd upr* 
principled and daring herd of gam^fter/s. 

It may not however be amifs to inquire 
imp your opinion of the woman^ who under 
lp{^ glaring colours, and a left o&nfive fonn^ 
facriiices her health, her tiaie, and h&i: fir ft 
dw:ie5, to the card-table. What ihall we 
fay of the infirni and aged votaries of thi« 
aljL-fubduing bcroacher ? what fliajil we fay 
of thofe, wbpfe taient$ and time have been 
wafted in acquiring ikiliin a game at cards? 
. I once, when a girl, called upon an old 
lady of this fort, with my mother : flie was 
far advanced in life, and had been for many 
years confined to h^x room by lamenefs. 

We 






We found her in her bed, where indeed moft: 
of her hours were pafled : fhe was propped 
by a number of pillows, and bufily employ- 
ed in afforting a quantity of cards. The in- 
tereft which (he apparently took in not per- 
mitting her woman to difturb them, con^ 
firmed me in the idea that fhe was feparating 
them— till Ihe again cautioned the woman 
not to touch the cards, for flie had juft got 
riie game. My mother fmiled, and afked 
at what game fhe was playing. "Do you. 
not know it ?" faid fhe with wonderful viva- 
city. " It is called patience ; and I promife 
you it has not that name for nothing, for 1 
am often five or fix hours getting the game. 
It is very amufing, however, and frequently 
confoles me for the delay of my party." 
She then deplored the defertion of her old 
friends, and the ingratitude of the world. - 
Young as I was, J could not help refleft- 
ing, during this lamentation, that fhe had en- 
tirely overlooked the befl poflible apology 
for the abfence of two- thirds- of thofe of 
whom fhe complained, — that they were in 

their 
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tbel^ graves. I make no comments on this 
.anecdote : I only wifli to contrail it, by 
placing before you the revered and venera- 
ble Mrs* Sinclair, now in her eightieth year, 
feated in her eafy chair, to which ihe has 
for years paft been paflively conduced by 
her affectionate and alBduous friends, who 
furround her with re^eftful attention* and 
€ager intereft to profit from her ftill ani- 
mated and elegant converfation, in which 
wifdoiii and goodnefs prefide. We,bec6me 
neither faints nor finners, my dear Eliza, 
by any fudden impulfe of the mind : there 
is a time when, in regard to ^//, you may 
fay with the poet. 

Vice is a monster of so frightful mittx. 
As to ht hated needs but to be seen. 

But this ilate of moral reditude will not 
fyffice to.keep off the incroachments of vjice* 
She is too fubde to (how at once all the 
-horrors of her undifguifed and appalling 
front. It is by filent wd infidious. ap- 
•proaches under borrowed forms th^t Ihe 
.VOL. n. c gradually 
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gradually prepares the mental eye to meft 
her without terror. It is by petty trefpafie* 
on reafon and confcience that fhe renders 
herfelf femiliar to the view. It is by fmall 
fteps that ihe leads mankind to confound the 
fimple and unerring voice of truth, and 
prepares them for her future open and dar- 
ing triumph/ Virtue takes the fame pro^ 
greffive march. She yields not to the cow- . 
ardly and indolent candidate her gracbiis 
Influences : thcfe muft be fought refolutely, 
diligently, ftep by ftep. The purpole of be- 
coming virtuous muft be fuftained by aftivfe 
endeavours, by vigilance, and by the con- 
viftion that we feek that which will reeom^ 
penfe our labours. This is the price of 
every thing worth attainment i and your fim- 
ple reafbh will acknowledge that the purpofe ^ 
of . our exiftence^ the ba(is on which reft all 
our hopes of happinefs here, and acceptalupe 
hereafter, is an obje<5): whick exceeds all 
others. Be then prepared to meet the di£» 
ficultiei which ,you wiU encounter in your 
attainment of it. Yottr fuccefs depends on 

felf-' 
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l^lf-denlal Ind and (elf-ct)mm&nd» !t is bf 
little combats thftt the voluiitMr for glory 
acquitt^sftnength and courage for more ardu* 
ous triab. Shall I not truil my candidate for 
glorjr?...,Tes, and with cheerful Hopes^ Be 
not therefore furprifed ichat I do not interdift 
you from the occafional amuf^ment of card^ 
playing. 

At ihy entrance iMo th& worlds t had 
heard all that prudence could advance ia 
fupport of an abfolute prohibition of ^ards^ 
and all that ingehuity oould produce in their 
ftyour« My dpiniond were not decided by 
either (^ thefe argumefit^. I knew that th9 
whole buikiefs depended on ifiy eiHmating 
the qtieftiofi- according to its precifb valw. 
I was a member of fodety, and my power 
went not beyo^ the control of my own ac-< 
tions. Cufbm has privileged thia recre* 
atioiii and as a recreation I had only to 
qMz&fy itk I difcovered that under this point 
Of view it contained noting for lAe to 
dread ; for real and unafibfted virtue is jtoi 
tttifterei bin wish soodrhumoiired taie cati 

quit 
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quit h^r throne to folace the weak child 
of mortality, can ftiiile at its toys and fports, 
whilft her guardian hand upholds its feeble 
&eps. I prefcribed then certain limitations 
from .which I have never yet been tempted 
to deviate ; and I play at cards, when called 
upon in fociety, on exaftly the famp princi- 
ples which produce my cheerful compliance 
with the tafte and humour of thofe to whofe 
amufemcnt I give up any other portion of 
my tihie. 

I was once, and only once, put to the 
trouble of explaining thefe principles. Soon 
after Illy marriage I met at Bath a very ele-. 
gaiit and agreeable woman, who, like my- 
felf, had lately changed her name. She ap- 
peared rather more new to the world than 
myfelfi and was I believe younger. We be- 
came much acquainted, and often met in 
public partiesi One evening, at the rooms, 
a gentleman. brought me a preffing invita- 
tion from Mrs. S to make dne at an 

unlimited loo table ihe was forming for the 

duchefs of . In poHte and decided 

-• • terms 



terms I fignified that it .was- a; game .at 
which i never played i and, with cotnpli- 
ments, fent him back to the carci*rodm with 
this negative. In a few minutes Mrs. S-7— 
was at my elbow, and with an air of much 
concern concluded her repeated requeft by 
faying, '5 Surely, Mrs. Palmerftohe> you 
will not refufe theduchefs! She ferit me ex- 
jprefsly to folicit your company." I fmiled, 
but with ferioufnefs gave her to uriderftand 
that I was under the government of an aur 
thority which would not yield to any ^iiU^ 
I repeated my negative with firn^nefs, and 
with fewer excufes. " Do>you play unli- 

inited loo, madam ?" faid Mrs. S to 

pfiy fair friendi who was leaning on. my arm, 
"No," faid I with quicknrfs :" this lady 
means to dance. You muft not difappoint 
Mr. Palmerftone," added I, feeing the flulh 
of vanity on her cheek. — " I do not think," 
replied (he,. " that w|ihall fee either of 
' our hufbands to-night : the gentlemen when 
at Briftol, you know, left it undetermined.** 
•— ** In that cafe, then/' cried Mrs. S--— ^, 

^* you 



'* you may fafely join the duchefs's party. 
Wc will relinquilh you, if you arc caUed 
upon/' The young Udy, with fome apo- 
logy for quitting me^ immediately followed 
Mrs. S-*-"-* to the card-^room. 

At the ufual hour of retiring I fought my 
compuion 3 and her countenance (poke her 
loiies : fhe was agitated and fluihed, and 
with reludance liftened to my faying that J 
waited for her. In our way home^ fhe ob« 
ferved that I had been very fortunate in my 
refufal to play ; " My compliance,*Tighed 
flie, ^' ha3 coft me thirty guineas to*night.'* 
— *^ I rejoice to hear it/* faid I, affeftion* 
ately preffing her hand : '' your lefTon is 
cheap! profit from it/' She was filent. 
^^I wiih/' refumed fhe, ^^I had rrfufed the 
duchefs's invitation for to-morrow evening/' 
— '^ Nothing can be fo eafy/' anfwered I 
with vivacity : '' and were it difficult, you 
ought to do it/' She was again filent, and 
we parted. 

The next morning I faw her in the pump- 
room, arm in arm with the duchefs, and in- 

ftandy 
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ftjMitljr nwrkcd her for one of the loo party. 
At the end of the %fon (he had ibme em* 
barra0rnents with the trades-people, which 
circulated with the ufual celerity of Bath 
anecdotes j and the firft advantage that fhe 
gained from her acquaintance wich the du- 
chefs, was the perfeft indifference with 
which Ihe met this difgrace. She had how- 
ever paid largely for her initiation, and now 
boldly quitted the appellation of a dupe, to 
fuilain with firmnefs and an unabafhed ' face 
the more difgraceful one of a dufer^ in which 
ftation ihe i^ill holds an eminent place in 
the faihionable world. 

You will eafily deteik the true caufe for 
this adoption of a character fo contemptible, 
and you will perceive that there are other 
inducements befides avarifi which lead a 
v^oman to the card-table* 

This young woman was without even a 
tafte for the amufements of a card^table. 
She was extremely lively, and loved dancing : 
but to make one in theduchefs's card-party 
was an allurement which her vanity could 

« 
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not refift, nor her refolution overcome. 
She faw not the fnare t$tn ready for her^ 
and which has held her captive ever fince 
in a ftate of degradation &om which her 
rank in life cannot fhelter her i for it doA 
not prevent the honeft and upright from 
viewing her conduft with pity and repro-* 
})ation. 

Some apology for the lamentable predi- • 
leftion which your coufins have (hown for 
the card-table may arife from the hiftory 
of tfieir unfortunate parents; and candour 
and charity may perhaps find in their pre- 
fent difpofition to tricking and cheating, 
more caufe for pity and compaffion than 
furprife, 

Mrs. Stanley i the mother of our late 
guefts, was left an orphan at feventeen with 
a fortune of twenty thoufand pounds. Her 
father appointed Mr. Palmerftone guardian 
and executor to his will 5 but the peculiar 
charge of her education and care of her per- 
fon were given to hi^ own fifter, a widow 
|ady. This regulation was not made with- 
out 
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out judgment. Mrs. Falkland was a worthy 
woman^ and loved her niece tenderly. * 

The firft winter's introduftion to the po- 
lite world in Dublin^ the place of Mrs^ 
Balkland's refidence^ brought to the beauti** 
fill mifs Fairfax's notice and acquaintance 
the handibme and agreeable Mr. Stanley. 
He was then about twenty-three : his father 
had died when he was an infant, and a confi- 
derable eftate had devolved to him, to which 
were annexed the favings of a long mino- 
rity. His mother, whofe idol he was, en- 
joyed an ample jointure, which ftie fpent in 
Dublin with the reputation of a generous 
and pleafant woman. Nature had indeedf 
been as bountiful to Mrs. Stanley as it will 
be found fhe is to all her children ; for fhe 
had beftowed on her a found mind and a 
good dilpofition. But a neglefted educa- 
tion had confined the one to the pleafures 
of good living and the card-table, and 
brought the other under the control of paf- 
fion and frivolous modes of life. 

No miftakes, nor any weaknefles, how-; 

ever. 
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tver, in Mrs, Stanley's character had been 
able to damp the fpirit and talents of her fon» 
His underilanding wai» acutei and his heart 
excellent. Under a wife and fteady gui- 
dance, yoUng Stanley would have been an 
honour to his country, and a bleffing to his 
family. Dazzled by the brilliancy of his 
part$, and the manly graces of his perfon, 
Mrs* Stanley had no enjoyment in his ab-» 
ience, andj whilft a. mere youth, gave him 
unlimited accefs to her purfe, and die amufe* 
ments of her houfe and table ; at fifteen he 
batted guineas on his mother's cards> and, 
with all the , ardour natural to his mind, 
adopted a tafte for play. 

Thus prepared, he entered into the pof- 
lefllon of his own large fortune ; and with all 
the charaderiftics of a young, generous, and 
unfufpedting Irilhman, he invited rapacity, 
and opened his heart to treachery and fraud. 
He had already gone deeply in his mad ca* 
reer, when the charms of Charlotte Fairfax 
caught his attention, and gave to his ardent 
mind more honourable purfuits. His affi- 

duities 
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duhies pleaied her^ and he won her confent| 
with that of her auntj, to apply to your 
gr«)diither for her hand, Mr, Palmerfton^ 
was neither a ftranger to young Stanley's 
propenfity to gaining, nor to the depreda- 
tions which had already embarralfed him. 
The refult of this application to the unci* 
and prudent guardian of Charlotte Fairfax 
was a refuiol of hU overtures, accompanied 
i^ith a mainly and frank comn)unication of 
the motives on which that refufal was folidly 
igrounded. Mr. Stanley endeavoured to 
lemove this obftacle s but your grandfather 
tx>ld hixn, that his oppofition was, and wp^ld 
vBver be, inflexible to a man iinpelled by 
his paflions and his aiTociates to efi^ft 
his own ruin ; and that the time would in^ 
evitably arrive, when he would acknowledge 
the int^rity to which he owed the lof$ of a 
woman whom he loved, and whom he now 
folicited to (hare that ruin* 

Stanley's high fpirit roie at this rebuke : 
but the decided charafter and cool firmnefi 
of your grandfather were happily qualified 

to 
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to meet his impetuofir/ j and they partedi 
with their refpeftive rcfolutions and coM 
civility. Mr. Stanley did not, however, 
relinquirti Ms hopes; and unfortunately, 
favoured by Mrs. Falkland, and warmly 
fupported by his mother's intcreft with 
Charlotte, he prevailed upon • her, ftiU a 
minor, to marry him. . ; .^ ; 

My father was fenfibly hurt by this im- 
prudent ftep. He had been anstioufly 
e:^plicit with his ward and her aimt, and ih 
the moft tender and parental term& ha^ 
cautioned them to refufe Stanley's vifits. 
They had engaged to do fo, and oa their 
promife he relied when he returned to 
London. Juftly offended by the cqndufi: 
of a niece whom he afieftionately lov^d, all 
correfpondence was dropped for a tirne. 
He was however called upon, in confe- 
quence of his truft, to an interview with 
the young couple 5 and Stanley, with the 
generofity natural to him, coincided li^ith 
my father in his wife plan of fecuring tb 
the children of the marriage the half of 

their 
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their mother's fortune, and fettling the re- 
fidue on her for her life. This duty perr 
-formed, Mr. Palmerflone, with forrow, 
left Mrs. Stanley to the faie which Ihe had 
fo imprudently fought. 

For fome years (he experienced all the 
difficulties belonging to the fluftuating for*- 
tune of 4sfperate gamblers. Revelry and 
abundance were linked with defpondence 
and want, and alternately ruled in her houfe* 
Stanley was now the father of five children, 

whom he loved; and his wife, who ftill 

• • • . ' - 

retained an .influence in a heart which no-t 
thing, could harden to indifference for her, 
,was now approaching her fixth confinements 
He returned home one night from his 
cuftomary haunts, defpair in his heart, and 
all.it$ horrors depifted on his countenance^ 
He ruflied franticly into the apartment 
where his anxious wife was watching his 
return with apprehenfive forebodings. He 
^azed on her in convulfive agony, and» 
throwing himfelf with violence on the floor, 
groanedj ^^ Charlotte, you are a beggar ! ** 
• He 
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He tinted, and, in a date of infenfiblHtyj 
was conveyed to his bed. On the following 
day Mrs. Stanley was delivered of a dead 
child, and herfelf expired on the third. 

Mn Stanley was thus awfully awakened 
from his delufion. The blow that annihi- 
lated every domeftic comfort roufed the 
dormant powers of his mind. In the an* 
guifh and ficknefs which nearly brought 
him to the grave, he remembered his chil- 
dren, and with manly fortitude embraced 
thofe duties which he owed to them. His 
integrity fuggefted the moft honourable 
means of extricating them from the ruin 
which hung over them. His creditors did 
juftice to a man who threw himfelf and his 
concerns on their mercy, and who volunta-* 
rily yielded up that which knavery and 
chicane Could have withheld. From his 
once flourifhing fortune they allowed for 
his fupport not fo many hundreds as hii 
xeht-roll had contained thoufands -, and Mr- 
Stanley retired from his fplendid «it:ablifli- 
ment, which was given up, to feek ihek^ 

with 
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with his mother for his children ana him- 
felf, till he 0>uld fetde his future plans in ^ 
life. 

After mature deliberation, he nt(o\vtd to 
retire into the country with his family, f'or 
this purpofe he folicited from his mother 
the ufe of a large manor-houfe which was 
included in her jointure, and fome land 
near it, which he had long confidered as aa 
excellent fubjet^ for agricultural fpecula- 
tion. » 

Mrs, Stanley had not met the misfortunes 
of her beloved fon with indifference. She 
Was tenderly attached to her daughter, and 
had unfeignedly lamented her death. She 
befought hirti with .the moft earneft en- 
treaties to commit the children to her 
charge, and to feek, in "af \^ay more (uitable 
to his birth and talents, that fortune which 
had (b crucliy efcaped him. Stanley firmly 
faid that he was ftot feeking fortune, but 
peace ; and that it was only in retirement 
that he fliould expeft 1 1. The manor-houfq 
"Pm a hundred mifes from Dublin. Mrs, 

Stanley 



V 



3Z 

Stanley had feen it only once ; but thirty 
years had not erafed from her memory its 
defolate appearance, or the wretched cabins 
which furrounded it. 

Her heart funk at the retrofpeftion } and 
Ihe offered her fon her whole income, on 
condition of fharing his roof and bread in 
Dublin. 

Stanley fteadily perfifted in his refolve, 
and made the moft adive preparations for 
his journey. His mother, unable to live 
"•' with comfort at a diftance from her fon and 
his children, nobly determined to accompany 
him in his retirement, and with her income 
render it the feat of abundance. It is more 
than probable, had Mrs. Stanley's mind been 
as vigorous as her afFeftions were ftrong, 
that this facrificq of the habits of her 
life would have been amply recompenfed 
by die happinefs which (he communicated, 
and the improvement of children fo dear to 
her : and this period of her life would have 
borne the diftinguilhed marks of wifdom« 
The reformed Stanley prefled arduojofly 

forward 



Ibfws^rd in his plans of oecpnomy and m- 

,duftry. A new and fuperior tie now united 

him to his mother ; he reverenced her for 

iier goodnefs to his children, and devoted 

every hour of his leifure to hpr. But> \m* 

fortunately for Mrs. Stanley, there was no 

neighbourhood within her reach, and (he 

languifhed in the midft of increafing com* 

forts. 

Her grandchildren were healthy and hap- 
py, her fon placid and indefatigable, hi& 
profpedts brightening, and his mind «ila^ 
blifhed in its falutary purpofe: but, dellitute 
of thofe xefources which youdi and cultiva- 
tion muft prepare, Mrs. Stanley found her 
time burthenfome, iuid all thefe comforts 
infipid She funk into indolence and de- 
jedtion, and attributed the weaknefs of her 
mind to the infirmities of age. 

Nothing was now left of die former 
cheerful Mrs. Stanley, but her fondnefs for 
her children^ which infenfibly became as 
pernicious to them as it incroached on her 
own eafe. The time however foon arrived 

VOL, II. D when 
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vrhen in their turn they contributed to het 
amufcment, as much as Ihe had done to 
theirs. As a new plajthing, they built 
houies with cards, and by gradud fteps 
learned a more pernicious ufe of them- But 
it happened that the aftive and iingovem- 

w 

aWe children often preferred their own 
turbulent paftimes to their grandmother^s 
plum-cake and . card-table. She was te- 
duced to bribe a compliance which flie was 
unable to command j and the fpoik of het 
purfe became a powerful incentive to theik- 
obedience. 

An itinerant pedlar, who frequently called 
at the houfe with toys, Kadirtftrufted thfe 
young people in the ufe of money ; tod they 
now became eager for occalions, in which 
their addreft was fure of fuccefs. In this 
manner have the laft two years been em* 
ployed. Mr. Stanley, from whom I had 
my information, aflured me that in th^ 
winter the greateft part of the day and 
every evening were devoted to Ihuflf ing and 
cutting the cards, and that his children were 

- adepts 
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adepts at nioft games played. His re- 
monftrances were anfwered by tears> and 
his propofal of fending the ekieft boy and 
girl to fchool threw his mother into a bed 
officknefs. 

*^ Under thefe haraffing ciircumftances/' 
continued he, " I ftill deferred the execu- 
tion of my anxious wiihesi It l;mmg my 
foul to fee my mother's dillrefs j and my 
duty thus divided I predided would render 
me and my children miierable; George was 
almoft fourteen, and yet I ftill hefitated. 

** The unexpected vilit of an old oifd^ 
playing friend of my mother, and for which 
we were indebted to her loSks in her daily 
occupation, produced a change favourable 
to my defigns. The old ladies were never 
W^ary of piquist, and the feafoning Mrs. 
Eyebright gave to it by her good humour 
feemied to renovate my mother's fpirits. The 
children^ finding their ill-gotten gains di- 
.ytgrted into another channel, became jealous 
of the ftranger, and were rude to her 5 and (he 
in return advifed my mother to fend them to 

fuch 
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fuch fchools as would teacK them mannei'*. 
I feized this propitious moment of pettifh 
anger, and wrote to your father, madam. 
You are not furprifed that Mr. Pdmerftone 
fliould beftow that friendftiip and favour on 
a man humbled by a {ehfe of his own mif- 
conduft, which he difdained to give to his 
vices and prolperous fortune. He has met 
my change like a rnaii, and like a chrtftian ; 
and he has confirmed and ftrengthened every 
good purpofe of my mind, by convincing 
me that his friejidlhip. fprings from his 
honed efteem.^ 1 have, in confequence of 
his ad vice, fetded the terms of my two boys' 
admiffion to a private. aScademy. Doftor 
Armftrorig takes only fix pupilsj and he k 
not lefs recommended by the conduft of 
thpfe whom he has ihftrufted, than by your 
fether and my otlier friends* I now rely on 
your, goodnefs for the care of placing my 
two girls i for I mean to leave them alio 
at fchool. The moment is preffing, my' 
dear madam! " He fighed deeply and paufed* 
'' Alas !" added he, « well may the bird 

who 
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who has beenenfnared tremble, though free, 
at the view of that fatal twig which conceal- 
ed the tempting mifchief !....My children 

may efcape j but it muft be now, or they 
are loft like......." He again ftopped, and, . 

haftily bowing, left me. 

I took the firft occafion of refuming this 
.converfttion, as it related to your coufins* 
It is fettled that they Ihall remain for fome 
time where they are now placed, and finifli 
their education in a good London fchooL I 
recommended one .meafure, which Mr. Stan- 
ley gratefully adopted, namely, the taking 
your old friend Mrs. Betterfon with him to 
the manor-houfe. She has talents fully com- 
petent to the care of little Sophia, and has 
integrity for .every duty. She takes her 
child with her, who will be a companion for 
-her charge. * When I mentioned this diffi- 
xulty, Mr. Stanley very judicioufly obferved, 
that. 'had fhe made none to leaving her 
child in the hands of ftrangers, he fhould 
have thought too meanly of her to have 
intrufted her with his/ . Betterfon*? faith- 
ful 
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ftil fervices about your perfon^ I truft, will 
now be recompenied by a more permanent 
eafe than fucceeded to her unfortunate mar- 
riage, and in time Oxe will recover her fpirits, 

^ which have been depreffed by the death of 
her induflrious huiband« 

I intimated to Mr. Stanley the good fenfe 
and pleafing manners of diis wordiy woman; 
arid advifqd him to avail himfelf of them, 

. to fecure his mothef from the depredations 
of her Dublin vifiton He fmiled, and 
ijianked me for the hint^ adding, that ' he 
beUeved the lady had already fupplied her* 
felf with the means of figuring in her ufual 
card-parties, and that ihe was impatient to 
join them/ . 

The evening precedbg Mr. Stanley's 
departure, I found him with my father, in 
the library : his eyes were red with weep- 
ing, and I felt confcious that I had unwit*- 
tingly interriq)tBd their converfation. In 
fame confufion I was about to |-etire ; when 
Mr. Stanley refpeiSfully took my hand and 
attempted to fpeak: but his voicefailed him, 

and 
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and again lie wept/ I was exceedingly s^ffeft- 
ed>. andr> wpawm-likej jny tears flowed from 
fympa«hy. ^^Con^e, my dear 9uniey/' ftid 
my father aflfeflUortatety, *' tet ws: hare no* 
more of thia: you miift not ind'^lge in thofe. 
tender rccrofpeftiom* Remember that you 
are a father, and that>. in ordeir to perform 

the duties of one> yon m^ 1^ firm and g 
Aan." — ««AIa3!'' tnfwer^ E^n. Stanley, 
'^ rcpeatancje <;4nnDt ^tinguifli memory ; it 
r^claim3'3i and will I trnft fave, the mifgwded 
and erring foyl : t^ut in condu^hing it to 
the path of fa(<^ it cannot make that path 
detightful; it cannot rellore the animating 
pfofpe&s which ^peoed on the fpring o£ 
Itfe ; it c^mot bid .thoi^ bloflbms pf inno* 
cencftj lftid:in the duft, rear ag^n their fair 
forms; it; caonpt prefent that happineis^ 
once fo madjiy abufed . . . , • No, Mr. Palmer- 
f^oti;)^,^' added he with mournfnl emphafis, 
^* no, it cannot do this. Repentance does 
mndl^' in reconciling man to his fgpiPejse 
Judge f but there is a burthen ^^bich guilt 
njuft bear to the gfaw.**' }i^ was again 
• ^ fufFocated, 
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fufibcated, and, apparently unconfcious of 
having wiinefles to ^is diftrefs, murmu^ 
red out " My fond, my faithful, fainted 
Charlotte ! ** His voice funk, and he refted 
his head on the back of the fofa. 

A filence of fome minutes enfued. Ac 
length my father, with evident emotion, 
faid, with folemnity, <• Mr. Sianley/^-^He 
ftarted, and, collefting himfelf, approached 
me, *^ You have heard," faid he, ** of the 
unworthy hufband of Charlotte Fair&xi 
you have feen him under the char after of a 
father to her children, and your good heart 
has felt for him. Pity his forrows ; excufe 
his weaknefs^ if you think it needful. 
Watch over children deprived of fuch a 
mother as yourfelf, and may you be bleft in 
your child by feeing her worthy of you ! *^ 
He hurrfed out of the room, and retired to 
his own till fupper, where he appeared with ' 
his ufual compofure, 

^^ Poor Stanley," faid my father, wiping 
his eyeS| *' had been talking of his Wife' 
^hen you entered, It appears that (he had 

repeatedly 
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' repeatedly urged him to adopt the plan 
which he has fo fteadily purfued fince her 
death. She was perfectly acquainted with 
his difficulties, and had with prudence and 
•judgment affifted him in arranging his 
acdounts. By giving up her fettlement 
they found that they Ihould have four thou^- 
•fand pounds beyond the provifion which his 
trreditors would be induced, by a formal 
relinquiftiment of his eftates and efFefts, t9 
leave him j and with exulting joy Ihe 
placed before him a profpe<5t of contented 
6a{e. * We Ihall be rich/ exclaimed flbe^ 
* rich in ourfelves and in our children, 
rich in a^ freedom from care and tumult! 
Let us go, my dear hufband, and in peace 
forget the vexations which now harafs us/ 
The fubdued Stanley folemnly promifed • 
that as foot! as ihe was in a condition to 
travel he would quit Dublin, and call his 
creditors together ; that in the mean time 
the manor-houfe fliould be prepared for 
her reception. Mrs. Stanley either believed 
or ^ appeared : to believe him, and entered 

into 
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into fuch nieafures as were neceffary for 
fupplying him with the fum of money that 
his exigencies demanded. A few ihort 
weeks elapfed. His worthy afibciaces dif- 
covered that he had yet fomething to lofe, 
and with their ufual diabolical arts lured 
him once more to their toils, Tb^ fmaU^ft 
excels of wine rendered him an eafy prey. 
They knew this, and in one night finifli- 
ed his ruin. You know the event which 
followed ; but I believe that you are un- 
acquainted with the wild defpair of the 
wretched and deluded Stanley. Providence^ 
in its gracious and merciful purpoies, faved 
him from his daring and dreadful attempt* 
The ftreagth of his conftitution jefiftcd the 
Ibocking trial j and the vigour of his mird 
once directed to good views, will> I fear noti 
fuftain him through the importanr jATt 
which he has yet to aft in hie. But. bis 
cheerfulnefs is for ever cloudedi and his ©n^ 
joymemts are bounded to theper&rmanceof 
duties once qualified with a feiidty beyood 
the ordinary portion of man : this he has 

loft: 
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loft ; and unhappily the remembrance of it 
embitters his days. Nothing can produce 
a balm for his wounded peace but the good 
condudk of his . children, for whom he k 
anxious toajiegree proportioned . to th^ 
lofs which he deplores. We will, my dear 
Angelica, affift him in this care. I need 
not call upon ypu with arguments to fecond 
my views. Your heart and your principles 
will direft you.'* * 

My Eliza will with joy contribute her 
(hare to defigns fo benevolent. She will 
hav$ frequent opportunities of enforcing 
the precepts of her mother by an example 
worthy of them. She will exhibit, in her 
own moderation and prudence, that teft of 
good fenfe which regulates all our purfuitSi 
She will convince her coufins and future 
friends^ that virtue is human happinefsj 
improvement, the means of attaining iti 
and that no enjoyment can be reached but 
with pure hands and innocence of heart. 
She will teach them to difdain the puerile 
amufements to which they have been un- 
fortunately 
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fortunately introduced, and which will be 
taftelefs and tirefome when their minds are 
provided with better materials for recrea- 
tion than a pack of cards: and^.^^^i;^ all^ 
fce will imprefs on their hparts a love of 
that religion which banifhes from hers the 
pride of fuperior advantages ; advantages, 
which, as they have arifen folely from more 
happy circumftances, direftly point to hu- 
mility and the moft pious gratitude. 

In the fummer vacation we (hall have 
our young pupils with us. I promife my- 
felf the moft honourable conteft with your 
grandfather, in which even our defeat will 
have its recompenfe j but we will not expeft 
it. Our two lovely girls (hall rival his boys, 
and one honeft and good purpofe unite us 
all. Adieu, my dear girl ! I have in this letter 
given you many plans to arrange ; for I 
mean to leave to your direftipn the accom- 
modation of your guefts at the abbey ; and 
you will, without doubt, think fome altera- 
tion nece(rary in your apartments, 

I remain yours affedionately, 

A. PALMESSTONJ^f 
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%tttn VIIL 

THE 

MOTHER-IN-LAW. 



It is my Eliza's poft day ; and after fix 
weeks interruption of my accuftomed punc- 
tuality, methinks I fee you watching with 
anxious eye Betty's entrance with the ufual 
packet. You fhall not, ray dear girl, be dif- 
appointed, although our late excurfion has 
brought on an accumulation of domeftic 
arrangements, that prefs more than ordina- 
rily on my time. 

The pleafures which we have lately quit- 
ted, on our departure from Mr. Berry's 
hofpitable family and delightful place, I will 
leave for the fubjeft of your pen, not doubt- 
ing but that you will expatiate on them 
with fatisfa£tion. I fhall, as ufual*, endea<- 
vour to extract fomething from the occur- 
rences at Browhill, for your improvement. 
It is the morning previous to our depar- 
ture 
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ture which flirniflies me with materials for 

» 

this letter. 

Mr. Berry, at the breakfaft-table, men- 
tioned the recent marriage of our friend 
Mr. Fortefcue. You fuddenly put an end 
to every particular detail, by exclaiming 
iti a voice of compaffion, ** Oh ! what ! is 
Mr. Fortefcue married ? What fad news ! 
The poor mifs Fortefcues have then at laft 
got a mother-in-law ! How fincerely do I 
pity them!'* Mrs. Davenport fmiled, and 
Mrs. Berry was prevented from fpeaking, 
by a fign from me, which was noticed by all 
prefent except yourfelf, and the fubjeft was 
dropped. 

A fummons from Betty foon called us to 
cur apartment. She waited my orders rela- 
tive to our baggage, for which a waggon was 
waiting in order to convey it to the next 
market town. Betty was inftantly informed 
of the melancholy intelligence you had re- 
ceived in the breakfaft-room. Frelh la- 
mentations and renewed commiferation ! 

« 

* Mr. Fortefcue married ! He who Jeemei 

fo 
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fo fond of his thildi^en ! ' Betty was aftonifh- 
ed. 5 Some artful lady, (he did not doubt. 

■ 

The poor young ladies would foon fee the 
difierence between their own dear martinia 
and a ftep-mothe^r !* 

Apparently engaged with my band -boxes, 
I liftened patiently till Betty's indignation 
and compaffion were exhaufted, and then 
gravely obferved, that Mr. Fortefcue's 
friends were perfeftly fatisfied with his fe- 
cond choice, which had been fome time 
known to them ;- and that I had the fatis- 
faftion of knowing the lady was a woman 
of rare and diftinguifhed merit. Betty was 
filenced, and we left her much better em- 
ployed than whilft animadverting on fecond 
marriages. 

Your mind was however ftill bufy on the 
fubjeft, and you renewed it in the fummer- 
houfe, whither we carried oiir leflbns and 
work. You wondered ' how the mifs For-' 
tefcues would behave to their new mam- 
ma ; and how they would be able to conceal 
their grief. '—" Much of thefe difficulties 

you 
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you fo much fear," faid I, ** depends on the 
children, or rather on the good fenfe of thofe 
to whofe care they have hitherto been in- 
trufted: but," added IlmiUng,"you appear, 
my dear Eliza, to have, a very particular 
intereft in this event. What would you 
fay were I to tell you that 1 have been more 
than once folicited to give you a father-in- 
law ?" You coloured, and, clinging to my 
arms with ftarting tears, feemed to implore 
fhelter from the hideous phantom Ihad con- 
jured up, '* What would you fay," con- 
tinued I, " were I to tell you that your 
grandfather earneftly importuned me to 
marry a fecond time ?"— *' Is it poflible ?" 
cried you : " and yet how tenderly he loves 
me!" — "The teft of that afFeftion which 
you fo gratefully acknowledge," continued 
I with ferioufnefs, ''and which we both 
cherifh for you, refts not altogether on my 
remaining in my prefeat condition. 

" Your grandfather was not inattentive 
to your happinefs, or negligent of your in- 
terefts> when he fo warmly urged me to 

marry 
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fearry again; and although I mean not td 
difclaim the fhare you had in the motives 
Tor my rejeftion of his advice, I will frankly 
tell you I had others, that alfo influenced 
my condufl very powerfully, and in which 
you had no Ihare. You know the fatal 
accident which in one hour depf ived you of 
a father. I was theh in my eight-and-twen- 
tieth year, and you in youl- third. Your 
grandfather, on this dreadful extinftiori of 
his fondeft and beft hopes, yielded to the 
overwh^rhing fhock : he funk into delpair, 
and wa$ for feveral days deprived of his 
fenfes. His friends regarded him as irre* 
trievably loft ; and the phyficians intimated 
that they had only one laft effort to make. 
He was like a ftatue Gondu6ted towards the 
bed in which I lay fiink it unutterable woe : 
you were befide me. The phyfician watched 
attdntively the moment that would annihi- 
late every hope, of relieve the patient from 
his oppreffive ftiipon He gazed upon us 
"with a vacant and tinacknowledging eye, and 
was turning from the bed-fide when you 
voi. II. & caught 
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caught his arm, and called '^Papa!" A 
deep groan, which ftill vibrates in my ear, 
at thac moment burft from the heart of 
your imhappy grandfather: he funk intQ 
the arms of his attending friends^ and was in* 
ftantly removed: doftor Mansfield fnatch- 
ing you up in his arms followed him. Na« 
ture now e3certed her powers : tears, anxi- 
oufly promoted and tenderly foothed, re- 
lieved Mr. Palmerftone, and quieted the 
apprehenfions of his friends. His firft re^ 
turn of reafon was employed in ^cares for 
me : he bowed fubmiflively to thfe will of 
Heaven, and taught me, by his refignation 
and patience, that temper of mind fo ne«- 
ceiTary to my condition. His example 
strengthened me s his conlblations, and his 
alone, reached my foul. 

'^From this time we became^ my child, 
a facred depolit left ia his care, and he 
transferred to us all that intereft and aSbe^ 
tion which before we had ihared with his 
beloved and only fon ; in whofe virtues and 
talents were centred^ d)e laft hopes of his 

family*' 
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family. We now made one houfehold* I 
confidered Mr* Palmerflone as the agent 
^nployed by a gracious Providence for my 
prefervation and your happinefs ; and in re* 
turn I folemnly, though filewly, devoted th« 
remainder of my days to his comforts. Your 
grand&tho* in the courfe of time perceived 
fomething of my purpofe. His afieAion 
and delicacy took the alarm> and every 
perfonai confideration yielded to their fug-» 
geftions. 

^^ A gentleman much eileemed by Mn 
Palmerftonej and who had been the intimats 
friend of my hufband, repeatedly made mt 
ovei:tures of marriage; your grandfather 
urged his fuit, and even your interefts were 
brought in as an additional argument in his 
favour : but I well underflood my own prin- 
cipleS) and I perftvered in a conduct con-^ 
formable to them/' 

You liflened to my difcoilrfe with pto^ 
Ibund attention, and we returned to the 
houfe in filence, I do not believe my Eliza 

will 
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will, be difpleafed by the recapituUtiOll 
of a fubjeft which then fo deeply inter- 
cfted and afFefted her. On the following 
morning we commenced our journey home. 
The converfation naturally turned on the 
friends and the pleafures we had quitted. " I 
think/' obferved you, " I never faw fuch 
afFedlioii as appears to unite Mrs. Daven- 
port and her daughter-... except indeed..-" 
you preffed rtiy hand. " It is,*' refumed 
you, " a pleafure to fee them together! fuch 
harmony ! fuch cordiality ! and then thofe 
happy creatures, the mifs Berrys, and their 
brothers ! I thought no one on earth could 
be fo happy as myfelf," added you, cover- 
ing your grandfather's face with your re-* 
dundant locks. *^ And yet," faid I, aflum- 
ing an ironical gravity, **poor Mrs. Da- 
venport has the misfortune ' of being a 
mother-in-law in this happy family!" You 
blufhed with furprife, and probably at the 
recollection of what had efcaped you at the 
breakfaft^table. Your grandfather fmiled, 

and 
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and changed the'fubjeft; but he was an 
agent in my defign, and has amply fupplied 
me with the means of its accomplifliment. 

I doubt not but by this time you have 
perceived it is my intention to eradicate 
from your mind a prejudice againft a con- 
dition in life very frequently fuftained with 
honour and integrity, and which is in a 
peculiar degree charged with fevere duties 
and burthens. 

Your grandfather's narrative of Mrs. 
Davenport'^ conduft under this reprobated 
title, will ferve to convince you of the folly 
and'injufVice of indifcriminate cenfure. 

I fhall proceed without any prelude be- 
yond that of telling you that the family as 
ufual difperfed yefterday morning immedi- 
ately after we left the room. Mr. Davenport 
repaired to the library to write letters for 
our conveyance to town, and Mrs. Berry 
to her girls. ** Mrs. Davenport and my- 
felf," faid Mr. Palmerftone, whofe words 
I mean to adopt, were left tete-a-tete. ^ I 
intend, my good friend,* laid this charm-* 

ing 
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ing womain with h^ ufual vivacity, ' to 
keep you a prifoner. I have owed you a 
grudge for fome years : and this fhall be 
the hour of retribution. 

*^* You have perceived,' continued flie^ 
taking up her knotting*bag, ' the odious 
appellation which you and fome others of 
my very kind friends contrived to affix to 
my name. It is but juft that you lifllen pa- 
tiently to all the various griefs and mortifi- 
cations which have reiulted from your pipts 
Md Contrivances with Davenport, to render 
me a cruel ft^fMtb^i inftead of a handfbme 
widow. How many fad events,* fighed 
&e, ' have feparated us fince thofe fmiling 
ihours ! And let me add,' prefling my hand 
affcftiohately, on obferving my emotion— 
^ ht me add, my dear arid venerable friend, 
how mjmy bleffings have marked that chec- 
quered interval ! 

** * From your hand my excellent Daven- 
port received me,* continued (he : ^ you 
may remember we parted at the abbey- 
^oori and, leaving yoii to anfwer all con^ 

,6 gratulations^ 



gratulttJbns/we fetout for Mr. I>^venpoi't^s 
feat in Dorfetfhire. I was then in my thirty- 
third year, and my boy George twelve. 
Our reception at my deftined heme had in 
It more of vulgar cwiofity th^n 6f cordial 
welcome. All was in ftate, aod we were 
ufhered into the beft drawing-room with 
fuDen reverence. Poor Harriet was ftation^ 
ed in it, as fine as hands could make her^ 
andi withe^t doubt, had been tutored to 
receive her motl>er-ift-l»w with her b^ 
curtiey : but no iboner did fhe fee her fa«i 
ther, than, unmindful of me, fhe raft into hit 
arms and fobbed aloud. A very (at but. 
comely woman joined her in thefe lamenta-^ 
tions ; and Frank Davenport flood confofed 
and fad, with his eyes riveted to the carpet. 
A look from niy hufband fent Mrs. Nurfe, 
as I found her to be, to her apartment : he 
then put the W(^ping child into thy arms > 
fhe aftually fhrunk from my embrace, and 
again, as it were, fought the proteduig 
wing of her fether i wio> to conc^ his agi-i 
> tation. 
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tacionj now prefented his fon to me and my 
George. 

" ' A few queftions relative to the occur- 
rences which had happened in his abfence 
fucceeded ; and the detail of the lamenefs 
of Frank's pony gave George an opportu- 
nity of (howing his fkill in farriery. The 
boys became interefted in this converfation, 
and foon at their eafe : this fomehow led to 
ffiing. George was at homie again here : he 
produced his treafures of flics, ai^d an ap* 
pointment followed for the next morning 
to employ them in the finefl: trout-flream 
in England. Poor Harriet during this ani- 
mated converfation remained filent and de- 
jedted : but I fortunately recollefted fome 
caricature prints we had picked up in our 
road from Bath : thefe were produced, and 
I had the fatisfaAion of feeing her pretty 
featureis rplax into a fmile. We fupped 
tolerably compofed, and not uncheerfuUy. 
Frank, on retiring for the nigh't, took his • 
j[^t}if r's hand, wifliing him good night. I 

held 
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held out mine. He faw my purpofej bluihed 
deeply, faluted me with fervour, dropped 
his eyes, and then imploringly railed them 
to his fifter. She fearfully advanced, and 
greatly diftrefled me by falling on/ my bo- 
fom and weeping bitterly. * We fliall meet 
to-morrow, mylo^e,' faidi, returning her to 
her father, who looked difpleafed : ^ if it be 
a fine morning, we will go and give notice to 
the poor trout of your brothers' evil inten- 
tions." They each took a paffive hand, and 
conduced her, blinded by tears, to her room. 
^' 'After they had quitted us, my hulband 
expreffed his tender fears left I might have 
received an unfavourable impreflion of his 
child from her behaviour. I reaffured him. 
^I perfeaiy underftand,' faid I, 'all this 
bufinefs : I have not been fo improvident 
as to be unprepared : be fatisfied. You 
Jhall be jealous of this child's afFe6bion for 
me in lefs than a year, linlefs your confi- 
dence equals the love you cherilh for me. 
Your children muft be happy, or I miferaf 
bte.' We then entered into fome difcuf- 

fions 
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liom relative to the domeftic concerns of 
the family. 

*• * You may perceive already, my dear 
Sufan,* faid my worthy hulband, ' that I re* 
pofe all my cares on you ; but I conjure you 
exert not your prudence at the expenfe c£ 
your comforts. I well know I have beeri 
too eafy a mafter, and that by my indo* 
lence I have converted very good fervanti 
into very idle ones/ He then detailed to 
me the enormous increafe of his houfe-bills, 
and the general negleA of his concerns^ 
which had infenfibly gained upon his do- 
meftics* * They are/ faid he, • hoA^ft; 
but, like their mafter, love their eafe. I wi(h 
to meet contented faces and cheerful obedi- 
ence; and they fee in mine that of a friend t 
but we all want regulation, and you mufk 
xtdrek thefe grievances/ 

*' * The next day Mrs. Dawfon with much 
formality fhowed me the way through my 
new habitation ; talked a great deal of her 
good and indulgent mafter^ of the furprife 
it would be to fome young kdies in the 

neighbour-. 
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home a lady, I difmifled my loqxmcious 
conduftrefs at the door of Harriet's apart- 
ment, and entered. She was; comcpofed, 
but not gay ; and in all her anfwers to ttiy 
queftions called me madam. Nurfe wa* 
ftately and referved ; aod, I believe, though^ 
my vifit an intrufion. On afking her the 
age of her charge, (he faid, ^ mifs Harriet 
was juft turned of eleven : ' and voluntarily- 
added, ^that her dear mother had been 
dead fix years.' Her face fiuflied, and her 
eyes fwam in tears. She fuddenly ftooped 
to tie anew Harriet's fafh, which flie had 
done the inftant before apparently to her 
fatisfaftion. 

^' ' The buftle of receiving vifi tors appearr 
ed to divert Harriet's mind from the con- 
tetfiplation of her misfortune : fhe was alfb 
much flattered by my attention to her drefs. 
The ftifF- boned ftays gave place to the dimity 
corfet ; and the Bath fajhions became with 
Harriet the ftandard of tafte. Nurfe ob- 
ferved, with jealous eyes, my growing in- 

flucnce. 
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fluence, but prudendy yielded to an afcend- 
ency with which fhe found herfelf unequal 
to conteft. 

*' ' Amdngft our moft early vifitors were 
a Mr. and Mrs. Barnpt, with a very hand- 
fome daughter. I concluded^ from the little 
ceremony they obferved on the occafion, 
that they were .very intimate friends of my 
husband ; for they furprifed us at the break- 
faft table : but the cold civility of the mo- 
ther and daughter tallied not with this idea, 
and I fulpended my opinion for further know- 
ledge. On their leaving us, I afked Harriet 
whether the ladies were near neighbours ? 
^*Oh! yes/ anfwered fhe, * within a 
walk ; and mifs Barnet is the fweeteft-tem- 
pered young lady in the world . . . She. is fo 
good, fhe comes herfelf to fetch me to pafs 
the day with her and her lifters ; and when 
I anj there fhe amufes me in the mofl 
obliging manner, notwithftanding Nurfe 
fays fhe is very proud.' — The fecond time I 
met this family was at a large dinner party 
made in honour of the bride. Harriet,' al- 
though 
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though highly gratified, by going with us, 
feemed to derive her principal pleafure from 
feeing mifs Barnet* The young lady ap- 
peared not to have forgotten her favourite. 
She placed her next h6r at table ; and, to 
judge from the whifpers which pafled from 
ear to ear, had much to fay and to hear. 

^' ^ After dinner the lady of the houfe pro- 
pofed a walk in the labyrinth ; and quitting 
the roooji for this pufpofe, I perceived Har- 
riet and her friend, arm in arm, taking a 
different path from that the company were 
in. A fudden fog foon made our retreat to 
the houfe prudent. On returning thither, 
I faw the young folks fitting on a ruftic 
bench at a little diftance from me. Fear- 
ing Harriet fhould take cold, I turned to 
the path which appeared to me to lead di- 
reftly towards her ; but fo ingenioufly wa$ 
this maxe contrived, that it condu<5led me 
behind the ladies, though within hearing. 

** ^ As I approached them, I heard mifs 
Barnet fay, ' So you really think Ihe is good* 
natured ?' — ^ Yes,' replied Harriqt, ; * I do 

indeed 
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indeed believe flie is/ — « Ah ! my dear girl/ 
rejoined mifs Bamet^ ' fhe mKyfeem to be 
what you think i thefe are early days : you 
will foon find in her the mother- in-law.* — I 
confefs, my worthy friend, that I felt my in- 
dignation rife J but a moment's refleftion fuf- 
ficed to check it. I advanced, ruftling the 
branches which impeded my approach, and 
calling them aloud. They ftarted with 
furprife, joining me in evident cpnfufion. 
I remarked the change in the weather, and 
then inftantly adverted to the ingenuity 
which had fo happily fucceeded in planting 
a fnare for the ftranger.'s feet. I believe my 
eafe banifhed their apprehenfions of having 
been overheard ; but had I wanted a clue to 
the heart of this mifguided girl,I fhouldhave 
found it in this little incident. I was fure 
that the innocent and unfufpefting mind of 
a child could not long retain the impreffions 
of fufpicious ill-will, when oppofed to uni- 
form kindnefs and gentlenefs; but I had 
every thing to fear, from the pernicious ef- 
fefts of fuch lefTons. as mifs Bamet*s, and 

became 
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became painfully anxious for the refult of a 
conduft on which I had rcpofed as the infal- 
lible means of producing a cb^ge in this 
child's prejudiced mind^ and on which my 
happinefs> as much as her own, depended* 
- *' * The boys happily gave me no inquie^ 
tude. They were infeparable $ and Frank 
left us at the end of a month or fix weeks in 
triumph, having accompliihed his purpofe 
with his father to place him in the fame 
fchool with his brother. Tranquillity fuc- 
ceed^d to our late diflipated life > and fome-^ 
what more at my eafe in regard to Harrier, 
I turned my attention to the iervants* I had 
been coo much engaged to infringe on the 
privileges of Dawfon. I had filently ob- 
ferved that my guefts had been regaled with 
an abundance which would not have dif- 
graced a lord mayor's feaft ; but there were 
alfo proofs ^f her ikill, no lefs undenijU>le. 
I made her my compliments on the oae> and 
forbore to criticize the other. On het 
bringing me her accounts to fottle^ I men* 
doned witli great eaution feme regulations 

which 



64 

which I wifhed to introduce:' thefe were 
neither difficult nor mortifying. I fpoke of 
her long and faithful fervices ; of her maf« 
ter's fenfc of them 5 and, finally, of his in- 
tention of retrenching in fome articles of 
expenfe to which he affixed neither enjoy-r 
ment nor ufefulneis. ^To be fure, ma- 
dam,' anfwered Ihe .with civility, * the bills 
rife very high . . . but every thing is now 
fo dear.' — * It is very true,' replied I, fmil- 
ing, < and you have given an additional 
reafon for ceconomy* But you know your 
mafler, Mrs. Dawfon : his honour, his com- 
forts, and independence will never be bar- 
tered for idle parade. I doubt not but you 
will readily meet his wiihes — to me they 
are commands : plenty, not profufion, is his 
aim.' - She coloured. ' I will fpare you 
fome trouble,' continued I ; ^ I have been . 
in the habit of vifiting my larder every 
morning, and my prefent leifure will fettle 
me in my accuftomed duty. ' Dawfon would 
not have been difpleafed, I believe, with an 
occafion mote, ofteniible for offences but 
• - ' attachment 
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attachment torher mafter, and - fomethmg 
like refpeft for me, repreffed her difplea-. 
fiire. She fqon difcovered that I was not 
capricipus or unreafonable, and for fome, 
tiine .we governed in our refpeftive .polls 
verjr amicably. 

" ' Three years after I married Ihe quitted 
me. and engaged in bufinefs : on this occa*- 
fion I ferved her, and received at her recom- 
mendation the widow of her fon, who is ftill 
in my. feryice. I allow you to fmile/ con- 
tinued Mrs. Davenport, ^ at ?his enumera- 
tion of my troubles : but I affqre you, even 
in this point, they were vexatious j my 
firmnefs relieved me, but luy viftory was 
not complete. . The butler found there was 
no living with Mr. Davenport's^^rcW wj/^a 
he therefore left his place — and many dozens 
of empty bottles inftead of full ones in the 
cellar. Your favourite Richard, with the title 
of Mr. Bingham, took his office. I am not 
%fli^qi€d to fay that I was as much gratified, 
as the honeft man, by this.proof of his maf- 
t^r's favour J for Richard had not appeared^ 

VOL. II. F V in 



06 

t 

in Mf way alarmed by Mr. Dav«npon*ft 

change of Gpndition* On the approach of 

theChriftihas vacation^ I was importantly 

engaged one morning in trimitftng a ftravr 

bonnet for Harriet ; the Bath hStaoti was 

to dired our tafte; and Mr. Darenporc 

was called upon to decide on the colouir of 

d^ ribband. This point fettled^ he faid to 

hb giri, ' I dare fty you wiD not wear this 

finart bonnet tin your brothers arrive. They 

y/nUi be here to-morrow fe^nnight/ added he> 

giving me a letter from one of them he had 

jiift recdired. ' We wifi furprife them^* 

continued he, ^ by ihowing them what an 

excellent horfo-wonian you are become, 

Harriet. If the weather permit^ Wfr will 

meet them at Blandford/ — She looked dfe* 

%hted ', but, fuddenty checking h^ fifing 

gmety, fighed, ^ Poor Sally Madder ! how 

ihdly win her holidays pa& thife Chriftmas }^ 

-^« Why f0> my loVe?* aiked I.—' Why/ 

angered fhe, cdouring like ftarlet, *^ Nurib 

6ys> fhe is fur<^ you wiU not permit her to 

e<mie any more to the Hall in her vacadons 

6 from 



frcwn fchool/— * Ifxitft is mtftakAii/ replied 
1 5 ^nof had Ihe any ground fof fuch a fup- 
pofition. It is time flie fhould know me. 1 
^m incapible of depriving a mother of the 
innocent and laudable fatisfkd:ion of the 
fbciety of t defenring child* Go^ ^^ tell 
her this/ I ipoke with ferioufnefs^ tod 
Harriet retired abafhed. 

*^ * On entering her apartment fome time 
ifter, I found Mrs. Madder's features con^* 
fiderablf relaxed. She thanked me i;nth 
fome confufion for my goodnefi to her 
daughter. * 1 am fure/ cried the delight- 
ed Harriet, interrupting her, * I am fure, 
mamma (we had forgotten the ibrmdl 
madam)^ you will like her I She is fo good, 
tod fo gende and ingenious ! I will fhow 
you fome of her work/ rummaging the 
drawers as fhe fpoke. ^ Thefts prefdfitirtg 
fome pretty airtictes of fchool-work, * ard 
nothing to what fhe does now ; for ihe is a 
fine young womto ^t prefent^ and her go* 
vernefs fays fhe is her right hand.' A fum^ 
ffions from the mafic«m^r /topped Har-^ 

net 
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riet in her eulogium of m\& Madder ; but 
the fubjeft was too agreeable to Nurfe to 
let it drop. She purfued it on my daughter's 
quitting the room. ' She is indeed^ ma-. 
daiTi/ faid fhe with honeft exultation^ ' an. 
excellent young creature. She is the pride 
of my life.* — * And in that pride/ replied I, 
* you may fafely truft for an - evidence that 
you deferve to have a good child. But,' 
added I, ' cannot fhe be fettled with us be- 
fore our young men come home ? Can you 
inform her that you and Harriet will fetch 
her hither on Thurfday in the carriage?*. 
I had inadvertently touched the heart of 
Mrs. Madder, by a propofal I did not even 
confider as a compliment, but merely as an. 
accommodation ; but it feems that SaUy had. 
heretofore been obliged to the xoachman 
and a pillion on thefe annual vifits to the 
Hall. The fond mother, fubdued by this 
un^xpe6ted attention to her child, bowed 

before my irrefiftible power. She burft 

< 

into tears. ' You are too good, madam,' 
fobbed fhe. ' I do not deferve your kind- 

nefsj 
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nefs, for Ihave not behaved well. I beg 
you will heair my excufe. 

^* ' I had a cruel and wicked ftep -mother, 
madam j (he wais the ruin of my poor in- 
duftripus father. She drove my only bro- 
ther from his home : he went to fea, and 
has never been heard . of fince. She beat 
and ill-treated me ; and robbed us all, to 
fupply her own diffolute fgn with.moftey, 
to make him ftill more wicked. My father 
died of a broken heart in a gaol. I muft 
have ftarved, or done worfe, had it not been 
for a fitter of my' mother. She received 
me, and, what was ftill better, as her own 
child; I reniained with her till I married* 
My hulband was under-tenant to my mat- 
ter j and we lived very near the Hall. At 
the deslth of my hufbahd I was left with 
Sally, and an infant at my breaft. Mrs. Da- 
venport's health was then on the decline, 
andlhe was unable to fuckle her infant, 
mifs Harriet. I was fent for, and for fome 
days took the charge of her arid my own 
child. My miftrefs was pleafed with me, 

and 
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tod prevailed upon m« to place my hahy ae 

nurfe, and to jremam with her^ The do^rs 
a0iired melwasnotabletomrtwoiandthat 
my w&nt, beiqg a very vigofxiui oiie^ would 
do rery well without the btsaft* My aunt 
lecommended to me a compliance^ engaging 
to take care of Sally* Thua» madam^ I be^ 
came a dom^ic in thia faoiily: but my poor 
litde boy waa the vi^mi he drooped and 
died ; and I I'^u yery unhappy. My kind 
miftrefs conibled and comlbrted me, and 
my dear nurfling throve. I know not how 
it wasj but it feemed as if God had giv^ 
me this child in the ]^ce of that wluch he 
had called to Mmiclf. Four happy years 
pafled. My nuftieft placed Sally ac Mn« 
Craven's, and ordered that no pains ihouki 
be fpared in her learningi and fhe often 
laid, ihe was proving herielf with another 
comfort. She waa mdeed a beno&fl:^ 
to me and mine I I now dreaded the event 
of her appproaching confinement! I faw att 
iht hazard of it. She livedo however^ fome 

days after the birth of the child^ who died 

almoft 
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frlmdft inftftod^ after it yras batiu I mvMf 
quitted xnf dear lady'a b«dfide ; and I Sv9t 
widi an aching heart her trouble mfpeftiv^ 
her children^ particularly &r inij(» Harriet* 
Some hours before ihe bfeathed htr laft^ 
ihe requefted of my mafter di9C I flaoubi 
nevtf be retnoved from my aiteoidance oil 
herdaugfafier. Ah! madam, hadyiAie n* 
quefted harder condiidoiiB^ they would hare 
beeii complied with s for sever did I fte 
fiach grief as my poor m^Bna's. 

** ^ My lady provided £ar Sally ^a contmy* 
ance at fchoolj and left me a hundred pouada* 
I ibaU never forget her laft lodk» norher kft 
words ! They were, ^. .my Harriet I.^.do n^ 
forfake my child ! ' — ThatTI fhoyld remember 
thefe words doea not furprife you> madam t 
but I dotclHipon this child, and I have always 
dreaded my mafter's marrying again^ as thtt 
greateft misfortune I could meet with. My 
own^arly affli^ions were conftantly coming 
into my mind i for aldiough my dear child 
had nothing co fear from poverty, I weU 

knew ihe mighfr^be miftrid>](a in abuadaec;^ 

IwiU 



I will now, madam, tell you all : I verily 
believe I could have heard of the death of 
my honoured mafter with lefs grief than 1 
did of his fecond marriage. . Blefled be 
God ! I fee I have been wrong. My child, 
yes, madam, my child will be happy, and I 
Ihall die in peace.' — ^I was, my good friend, 
much afl^ed ; and with fincerity and 
warmth afllired the good creature that I 
honoured her principles : and from that 
hour Mrs. Madder, I believe, forgot I was 
a fiep-motber. Her daughter fully anfwered 
Harriet's eulogium, and I foon faw that 
Mrs, Davenporc's plans would not be. ab-«. 
ortive. ... 

'^ 'Afterthe holi3ayswe wentto town, Mr. 
Davenport having fecured a good houfe in 
Berners-ftreet for our reception. In April 
he fet out for Scotland, in order to fettle 
the litigious claims of my fon's unworthy 
uncle. You already know that he neitheF 
liked the fpirit nor the adivity of the agent 
we had chofen, and that he was glad to 
compromife. an affair ia whifiu he knew 

there 
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there was not a Ihadow of juftice, and in 
which had been involved the happinefs of 
his brother's widow, and the provifion for 
his child. Mr. Davenport had fcarcely 
reached the end of his journey, before poor 
Harriet fickened, . and a violent fever fuc- 
ceeded. It was . pronounced contagious ; 
for Nurfe,^ on the ninth day, was forced 
from her charge by the fame alarming fym- 
ptoms,and obliged to retire to that bed fix>m 
which fhe never rofe more. 

*^^ This circumftance influenced my con- 
duft, arid Mr. Davenport was not informed 
of Harriet's danger until it had happily paff- 
ed.| I believe, however, that the fear of in- 
fedlion was ill-grounded ; for I efcaped, al- 
though I never quitted the fick room for 
nearly three weeks, and no other of the fami- 
ly fuffered except Nurfe. I ha^ie always at- 
tributed the fatal confeqiiences of her illnefe, 
to her ♦ungoverned alarm, her ^xceffive fa- 
tigue, and a habit of body ill fuited to ftrug- 
gle with fuch a malady* • 

(( < My cares' were happily recompenfed^ 
7 and 
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luid my pttient in a condition to be m myB i fc 
I loft HOC all hour in London, and haa the 
comfort of finding the journey to the Hall 
left an evil dian I had eacpeifted. The ex« 
Creme debility of her mind and body i^ 
peared to have rendered her infenfibte to 
the lofs ihe had fuftained : ihe was as paf« 
five and as helplefs as an infant* In pn^ 
portion as ihe gained ftrength> I was not 
deceived in my expedbations of iiseing her 
concern manifeited, and I was prepared to 
meet it* We were never ieparate, and my 
attentions fupplied thofe of her fiiithfiil loft 
attendant. When able to move about the 
houfe, I ob&rved that (he carefiiUy avoided 
her former apartment and fleeping-room ; 
and I availed myfelf of this circnmftance to 
new-model them agreeably to the deiigns I 
had before me. 

** ' One morning I found her very languid 
and deje&ed. I ulked to her of her Cither's 
return, which we daily expefted, of her 
rides with him> &c. Arc. in order to divert 
ber^ She wept in filence* I again exerted 

my 



my powers. ^Tqu will thiak me an wgrate^ 
ful ci^eACure/ faid fli^> ^ but indeed I am only 
a weak child* If I could but forget poor 
Mr$. Madder^ «U wauld he well,..«6ut| my 
clear mamma^ I hayi^ been very foolilh* I 
cbought I fbould like tp fee the nurfery. I 
approach^ the door, but I could not opea 
tt to enter. My h^art died within me, al]i 
my nurf€*$ kindnefs came into my mind, 
and I almoft thought I heard her voice» and 
hier tender cautioni^ Popr womwl her 
Jove for me coft her her life.* I repre0ed 
not this effufion of grateful remembrance i 
but with ferioufnefs adverted to the unfa^ 
rowable ftate of Mrs. Madder'^ healthy an4 
her repugnance to air and exarciie* She 
became more cQmpoied> but filent. At 
lengthj, faintly fmiling, flie faid, ^Ilhall 
foon have no mamma's pillow to prefs. If J 
mn melancholy when my papa returns, yoi| 

will take care that he is not difpleafed ^ 

Mary i$ a very good-natured girl, and in 
time,' fighed flie, ^ I (hall be accuftomed to 
her/— ^ I have no intention,' anfweredl, *ta 

make 
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imake Mary, ahhough a good girl, your 
companion, either by night or by day, I 
hive provided one whohi I hope my Har- 
riet will like better.* She looked with 
anxiety and curJoffty in my face. *I had 
piirpofed fetching her hither to-morrow,* 
purfued I ; • but I fear you will not be well 
enough for the ride:'-^* Is it poflible ?^ cried 
ihe with tranfport. * Oh ! am fure it is Sally 
Madder.* 

*' * You are perfeftly right,** refumed I: 
*{heis worthy of my -confidence and your 
love. Under this roof I truft fhe will be 
"happy ; and that in time ihe will be recon- 
ciled to the'lofsof her good mother.'—^ 
* She will find another^ in you,* exclaimed 
the gratefiil girl : ^ 'Oh I you are all good- 
nefs !.'.. But;' added- fhe, finking her voice 
and fixing her eyes on mine, 'can you be- 
lieve that we all -hated you when you firft 
camfe here ?'-^^ No,' anfwered I, * I cannot; 
becaufe* I know to the contrary. None in 
this houfe were capable of hating an unof- 
fending* objeft and a ftranger. Your zealous 

though 
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though humble friends taught you to be- , 
lieve, becaufe they believed it themfelves, 
that as the fecond choice of your fether I 
muft of courfe be the o^jeft of their and 
your abhbrrence : it was the moiber4n-law^ 
not me, that you hated. Under that cha- 
rafter you faw the invader of the rights of 
another; the interefted incroacher on your 
father's fortune, the artful monopolizer of 
his afFeftion, and the underminer of your 
intereft and the peace of the family. In a 
word, you • hated, andjuftly, this common 
enemy, from whofe ufurped authority yoa 
conceived there could be no appeal, and 
from whofe artfuf blandifhments there was 
every thing to fear. You faw me, and you 
faw me invefted with the name you fo 
l*eafonably dreaded. But you were all fooa 
convinced that I bore no refemblance to this, 
hideous pifture i and you loved me in my 
real charafter.' 

" ' You have indeed,' faid (he, * changed 
our hearts. It is no wonder that you have 
fubdued mine ; but it is aftonifhitig to me,, 

that 



thtt thcfe miftaken people flimild (6 {6oh 
nrtrtrtce you, and blefs the day you ciitie 
hitfitt-/— * TliQ fccrtt ii a very fimple one, 
my detr child/ infweredl: Uhe whole i& 
ci&mprifed in a fingle precept of the gofpel : 
'Do unto others what you would they (hould 
do untd yon ,* and to this pofitive injunftion 
*f our divine mafter was fupcradded at 
t vetf early age, a conviftion in thy own 
iftind, that I was only happy in proportion 
ts 1 contributed to the Iwppinefs of* thoie 
ibout me.... But/ continued h ' l^t not 
fhi^ converfation finifh here- Let me enjoy 
*firil and complete tritimph over thofe pre- 
judices, whieh have been fo injudieioufly, 
A<yogh honeftly, infufed into my Harriet's 
ingenuous mind, and which tended ferioiEzfly 
M produce alt thofe evils flie was tai^ht to 
apprehend* Let me not only fpeak for my* 
ftif, bur alio in favour of many refpeftabte 
women in the fame predicament. You had 
m your infancy a good and tender mother. 
Her miternal cares, had it been permitted, 
would have MJy guided you through Kfe. 

But 
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But hare yott neVer heard of bad mothers ? 
I have known fomt negligent of their off* 
^rirtg, difBpators of their fortunes, indiffe- 
rent and even carelefs of their improve- , 
ment in virtue and fiery; nay more, comip'- 
tors of that innocence it was their duty to 
guard, by the examples they placed before 
them. I have feen unjuft, cruel, and weak 
mothers ; fomt the rivals of their blooming; 
daughters; fome the felfifh impediments to 
their fons* eftablilhment in the world, 1 
have feen others, led by a blind and capri- 
cious partiality, ruin the iD-feted objeA of 
their fooEfli and criminal preference, and, 
by their repulfive manners, condemn an un- 
offending child to dejection and continual 
rtiortiiicatron. Yet I do not hate the name 
of a mother. On the contrary, I reverence 
it as the moft honourable delrgnation in hu- 
man Kfe : and when 1 fee this charafter fup- 
ported by the performance of its duties, 1 
regard it as the moft important to the real 
ihterefts of fociety, and the raoft elfenttal to 
the happincfs tsi^ man. Jtidge rn* future by 

this 



80 

» 

Ais teft : and wherever you find the charac- 
ter of the mother fuftained with integrity, 
refufe not to acknowledge the right (he has 
to love and efteem. But> my dear Harriet,' 
purfued 1, ' have you ever adverted to the 
difficulties which meet a woman ^ who ftands 
in the fame relation with myfelf ? What do 
you imagine of the fenfations which opprefs 
the heart of a woman of honour and deli- 
cacy, on her firft entrance into a family as. a 

mother-in-law ? eyed by jealoufy and 

fulpicion ; her moft prudent plans under- 
mined, and her mildeit infiruAions branded 
with the reproach of feverity or hypocrify ! 
What think you of my bridal vifits ? For 
many months after I became your father's 
wife, my drefs was curioufly and imperti- 
nendy fcrutinized, in order to deteft fome 
ornament which had been your mother's : 
you were addreffed in tones of pity and ten- 
dernefs by thofe who before this event took 
no intereft in your welfare ; your fimplicity 
was abufed, and inquiries made, [(he blu(h- 
ed crimfon deep] under the colour pf com-^ 

mi(eration. 
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ttiiferation> which were much more diigrace- 
fill to thofe who made them than to me* 
Your father was felicitated with irony and 
rude jokes on his marriage, and your bro- 
' ther was aflked with a fneer, how he liked 
his hew mamma ? with other impertinences^ 
which his good fenfe and fpirit rejefted with 
fcorm 

*' ' I ibmetimes, my dear girl, fmikd at this 
poor malignity : but I doafiure you, hadlbeai 
a few years younger, or lo^seftablifhed in the 
goodppinion of the virtuous and th0 candid^ 
and, above, all, ki the heart of my hufbaiidj 
its influence would have been pernicious, and 
. probably would have pervaded my happi^ 
nefs.* This con verfation had its eflfeft : and 
Harriet felt that I was indeed her mother* 
" ' Before we fet out for Blandford to 
fetch {Tiifs Madder^ I prevailed on Harriet 
to vifit the deferted apartments* I had 
taken that opporttmity to add to them a 
drefling-clofet^ and to new h^ng and furniih 
the wholes -She was pleafed at the change, 
and thought they looked cheerful* No 
yQh. II. Q fooner 
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fboner ^as triifs Madder arrived, than fht 
ted fter up ftairs, to ' fhow her mamma's 
^tafte/ In a few hiinutes ihe joined me in 
fhe dinirig^parl6ur, ^ith a ftddened coun- 
tenance. ' I hav^e been very indifcreet, 
faid (he : ' I fhould not have conduced 
po<5r Sally into thole rooms ; fhe is weeping 
bitterly, and begs to be left alone.' — 'You 
have dbhe nothiftg wrong/ anfWered I: 
^/he will be -more compbfed in a little 
time i and as you (leep there to-night, it is 
better that her firft ismotions flrttuld pafs.' — 
'Does &y bhe dine with us to-day?* 
^ifked Ihe reaflur^, and obferving the tabte 
-l&ldi AviYh thinfee covers. I-anfwered in tte 
'negativ'e. * What ! ' faid fhe, her eyes 
fparklihg with joy, ' if^iil you permit Sally 
M^der to dine with you ? ' — ' Moft afTu- 
l^dly,' replied I with ferioufnefs. 'Do 
you imagine that the perfon to whom y6ur 
father aM myfelf have confignedyourfutui^e 
improvement can be properly placed elfe- 
Where ? As your friend and companion, Ihfe 
had always a right to a |^ace at the fame 

table 
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table with yeurielf, and with your parents ', 
And had not her pother had one peculiarly 
apart from the family^ fhe would never have 
known any other in this houfe. 

*' ' But, my dear Harriet, you are now to 
regard mifs Macjdpr as fomething more 
than your companion : your afFedlion, I 
know, cannot ipcreafe ; but ihe is entitled 
to a deference, in coixfeqijence of that truft' 
which her conduft and talents have procured 
her. Her claims on our kindnefs, high as 
they are, and difpofed a$ we are to admit 
them, would not alone have warranted the 
preference wehaveihowni but Ihe is good 
luxd yirtuoys, and will never miflead you/ 

*^ ^ The fac^: ?vas, that the lady under 
whoie oane t;(us amiable girl had been placed 
for the greater part of her life, perfedt- 
iy undecftood |ier value i her docility and 
genius produced the defign of qualifying her 
for a teacher in her fchoolj and nothing 
Jiad boen omitted to render her a proper 
afliftant. The death of her mother, and 
-my propofals, induced Mrs. C— to give 
6 ,. up 
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up her own intereft, in favour of a yoxing 
perfon whom fhe loved as much as if ihe 
had been her daughter. 

" ' But I have faid, my dear Mr. Palmer-^ 
flone^ more than is neceflary on this head. 
You have diftinguiflied this girPs merit in 
the faithful and judicious cares which nbw 
engage her in this family; my daughter 
and mifs Madder having never been fepa- 
rated fince that day. 

" ' My hufband's return from Scotland^ 
and the birth of my little Emily, completed 
our domeftic felicity. The autumn clofed 
upon us, and Mr. Davenport began to talk 
of our removal to Berners-ftreet before the 
cold feafon fhould be too far advanced for 
the infant's fafety and mine: but week 
fucceeded week without any decided prepa- 
rations, we were all happy, and reludtant 
to the neceffary fteps towards a change of 
bur abode. 

" ' In this way November had nearly clo- 
fed i when one morning that a hard froft 
covered the ground, and a bright fun enli- 
vened 
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vened every objeft, Harriet with her friend, 
on their return from a long walk, entered 
my 4ireffing-room, where I was feated with 
my child on my knee. ' Oh ! * cried fhe 
on entering, ' what a pity it is to give up 
fuch delicious mornings as thefe to that 
hateful London ! You have no idea/ ad- 
drefling me, ' of the beauty of this morn- 
ing J how my brothers would enjoy fuch in 
•the holidays!* Her face bore evident 
marks of its. invigorating elFedls 5 it was 
glowmg with health and animation. My 
hufband, who was reading in the room, 
forgot his book : he gazed ^t her with fond 
delight; when, throwing afide her muff, 
Ihe fuddenly catched up the infant in her 
arms, and faid, ' Plead for us, my cherub ! 
tell this father of yours' (carrying it to- 
wards him) ^ that you will climb his knee 
a year the fooner for flaying here j tell him 
that we have no frightful fevers here to kill 
and harafs out deareft friends ! ' She looked 
at me with fenfibility. ' Perfuade him,* 
gdd^d fhe, fmothering the babe with her 

carefTes^ 
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carefles, ' and I promife you a bed of rofe« 
in the fummer.' — * I heartily wi(b,* faid I, 
^ that ihe may fucceed/ — :My huflband, 
fteadfaftly looking at me, faid, ' Are you 
ferious, Sufan ? ' — ' Moft affuredly,' anfwpr- 
cd I: ^what inducements can I have to 
quit this fcene of endeared comfort, ber 
yond that of gratifying your iticlination ? *— 
' Well,* replied he, * I am giad that we 
underftand each other ; for I affure you that 
your amufemerit was the fote objeft with 
me for engaging the houfe in town ; and, 
to be frank, I muft: tell you that I deteft 
London.' The refult of this converfation 
was, giving up the idle burthen of a town- 
houfe i and Ve have not feen London fince, 
but in palling through it. 

*' ^ The time of our young men's return 
now approached. They had informed us of 
the day of their arrival, and Harriet was bu- 
fily occupied in the morning with her fifter's 
drefs. No cap 'would do but the one flie 
had worked 5 no robe but that fbe had 
ornamented with fring;e. She had fcarcely 

finifhed 
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finilhed: her laboyps, whjen ihe haard th? 
horfes. enter the court. She was in aninftant 
ac the kfM door, wifh the in^t ifli her arms. 
I flood at the window, apprehenffve, not of 
her care, but of the cold. ' See,' cri?4 
Ifee, before th^y had ^jr^lldifmoupfed, *iooj^ 
at her ! look at little Enjily ! ' The bro- 
thers eagjcffly advanced, and a friendly pon^ 
teft enfued who fhould have the firft kife . . . • 
Ah ! jjny dear Palmerftone ! at that ijioment 
I experienced a pleafure which recompenfQ(| 
me for every evijl in my life ! — ' Therj?,' 
faid the lively aurfe, ' take her betweei^ 
you,' refigning her to Fraak ; ' only dcf 
not devour the marm^ofet.' Gqorge no^y 
turned to a fine youth, who had till thi^ 
inftant been the unnoticed fpeftator of th,i? 
fcene. He intro4uced Mr. Berry to Harriet^ 
who blufhingly, but not ungracefully, lexj 
the way to the drawing- rxapm, where I ip^t 
them, and recove^^^ niy tjfeafi^rp. T\;kp 
flrang^r enliveijed our fpciety i oyr baU? 
were brilliant; and mifs Ba^n^ h^d many 
pcc^fions qI feieing th^ mfifierri^r^aw thg 

promoter 
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promoter and Iharer of the happinefs of 
her family, 

*' * Six happy years flew on downy wings 
over our heads, Harriet became the wife 
of Mr. Berry, and our hearts exulted in the 
profpeft of the happinefs of our condition. 
I fear we were tpo fecure j we forgot that 
misfortune could break down our fen,ces, 
I loft my fweet child the year after Harriet 
married. My health was unequal to the 
jfhocki a nervous fever fucceeded, which 
for many months obftinately rejefted every 
means of relief. To you, my excellent 
friend, who fo nobly exhibit the goodnefs 
of that nature which all have derived from 
the pure fource of their exiftence, it will be 
no matter of furprife to hear that I was 
indebted to the grateflil cares of my old 
houfekeeper Dawfon, for attentions which 
in no fmall dpgree contributed to my reco- 
very. This worthy woman left hep own 
comfbrtable ^afe, and the care of lier own 

• • • 

concerns, on the firft intelligence of mjr 
illnefs, to watch "with qntemitting patience 
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by my Jpci-fide, and to confclc my weak- 
ened mind by her foothings. Had I flood 
in need of inducements for the obfervance 
of one of the moft binding of the relative 
duties, (for fuch I will venture to call kind- 
nefs and confideration to domeftics,) I muft 
in this inftance have met with them : but to 
fuch as do forget thefe claims I will fay, 
* Render your fervants happy, refpeft their 
eafe and their health, confult their interefl: 
and (ecurity : if they be ungrateful, you are 
unfortunate, and may be allowed to com- 
plain.' But I forget myfeif : and my ftory 
fliould finifli. My fons are now in Scotland, 
at George's paternal houfe, for which he is 
probably as much indebted to Mr, Daven- 
port as to his own father. Thefe young 
men are connefted by ties which they take 
not the trouble to define, their hearts have 
long fince eftabliflied them as common 
bleflings to each other. One intereft unites 
them. . Their focial pleafures are incomplete 
when divided. Their charafters are dif- 
ferent : but this difference forms another 

bond 



of thcfe my obfervations is to be found in 
the education I adopted for my daughter, 
and in which fhe happily met my views. 
To fhine, Ihe muft be feen in the bofom of 
her family : in order to excite admiration 
and attraft praife, ihe muft be followed in 
her plans of prudence jmd good fenfe ; and 
to be juftly appreciated, ftie muft be viewed 
as the mother of a family/ ** 

I will venture to predift what will be the 
refult of Mrs. Davenport's narrative on my 
Eliza's mind. I believe your own obferva- 
tions of this amiable woman would have 
effeftually counterafted the prejudices you 
had unwittingly entertained for a condition 
in life fhe has fo nobly fupported, I can- 
not fupprefs one circumftance which her 
modefty paffed over, namely, that to her 
wife oeconomy it is principally owing that 
Mr. Davenport is not at this day an embaN 
rafled man. His eafy good nature, and ha- 
bitual negleft of his affiiirs, had infenlibly 
produced difficulties in his pecuniary con- 
cerns at the time he married i and fron\ 
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thofe not being preffing, there is every rea- 
fon to believe they would have become fe- 
rious, fimply becaufe they were neither for- 
midable nor provided for by ceconomy, 

I think I cannot have a better occafion 
than the prefent, of warning you againft the 
weaknefs of yielding up your own judgment 
to the direft ion of thofe in whofe wifdom 
you can have no experience. Young peo- 
ple are peculiarly expofed to the evils of 
this fort of credulity ; and their common 
tenacioufnefs in refpeft to their haftily adopt- 
ed opinions, renders thefe evils of the moft 
ferious concern, and gives to their future 
chara£ters in life a colouring which nature 
never intended^ and which reafon will con- 
demn. 

I remain afiedionately your 

ANGSLICA PALMERSTOKB, 
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I HAVE remarked wkh great fatisfa£Hon, 
my Eliza, that you entertain a very high 
opinion of our late gueft, Mrs. Warren : in 
fo doing you fhow your quicknefs and dif- 
crimination in appreciating worth. On all 
occafions in which you Ipeak of this lady, 
and thefe are frequent, you exprefs your 
aftonifliment at finding fo many and fuch 
varied talents improved to fuch a degree 
of perfeflion in the fame perfon, and pof-i 
fefled by one not yet more than thirty; 
You have fpoken more than once of your 
furprife at her reading in £nglifli to your 
grandfather fome paflages from the Cyrus 
of Metaftafio, when you accidentally dif- 
covered that fhe had only the Italian edi- 
tion of his works in her hand. You have 
repeated the queftion of monfieur Tabbe 
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Ferval, who, after converfing with her fotne 
rime in French, afked her whether Ihe had 
been educated in Paris. Her mufical ta- 
lents and her drawing have alfo excited 
your admiration, and your emulation *, for you 
have profited confiderably from her inftruc- 
rions. Did your praifes of this lady ftop 
at thefe attainments folely, I fhould fub- 
fcribe to your tafte, but I fhould not refpeft 
your underftanding : but when you -expa- 
riate on her fimplicity of manners, the 
fweetnefs of her temper, and the charms of 
her converfation, I congratulate myfelf on 
poflefling a daughter who is able to di* 
ftinguifli the folid as well to admire the 
brilliant, 

Mrs. Warren is indeed, my Eliza, a very 
extraqrdinary woman. Her mind is ftored 
with principles which render her an honour 
to her fex, and the delight of her friends. 
She is the ornament of the fociety fhe fre- 
quents, and confers, upon it a diftinftion 
which they are proud to acknowledge. 
What will you fay when I tell you, that to 

the 
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the languages of which you know her to 
be fo perfeftly a miftrefs, (he joins a know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue which would not 
difgrace the moft literary man? Your grand- 
father, who is eminently a claflVcal fcholar, 
affures me that fhe read to him the moft 
difficult authors in that language with eafe 
and elegance, and entered into their fubjefts 
with critical tafte and judgment. She rare- 
ly difplays this talent, becaufe fhe wiflies to 
avoid a competition not unfrequently cen- 
fured as a vain parade, and to which is af* 
fixed, not over liberally, the ftigma of female 
pedantry and afFeftation. 

This forbearance is not, however, either 
the refult of fear, or refpeft for fuch com* 
mon-place farcafms^ but (imply becaufe 
file is more emulous of exhibiting the graces 
of a life of purity and genuine modefty, than 
thofe of an accomplifhed and cultivated 
mind -, and a cordial and frank reception in 
the world has more charms for her> than the 
reputation which would place her at a di-* 
ftance from thofe who now love hen 

After 
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After this imperfed fketch of this amia- 
ble wooian, neither you, my Eliza, nor any 
one not in her moft intimate confidence, 
coiHd eafily credit, that in her youth, all 
the natural endowments of her mind, and all 
the excellencies of her heart, were kept in- 
aftive by indolence. Habitual floth funk the 
former intQ ingenuity in regard to childiih 
amufements, and the latter into apathy ; or 
rendered them aif ceflible only to the debafing 
and corrupting influence oiidlenejs. 

You are not difpofed to queftion your 
mother's veracity. I will therefore proceed 
to give you Mrs.' Warren's hiftory, as near- 
ly in her own word? as poflible. 

We firfl. became intimate at Bath, where 
the gentlemen of the faculty had recommend- 
ed to your grandfather a trial of the wat^r 
during , the fummer ; and in confequence 
of tbM ^yicQ we remained fixteen months 
tberje. 

jOi> my arrival I frequently met Mrs, 
Warren at tlje houfe of a common friend, 
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tvho did not any more than ©urfelves enter 
into the amufements of the place. Mrs. 
Warren was then in her weeds, and not more 
than five- or fix- and- twenty. You will not 
wonder that this ^ircumftance had its in- 
tereft with me; but independently of it I faw 
her with increafing efteem. She was a re- 
fident of Bath, but had for the fummer fea- 
fon a houfe at fo fhort a diftance from the 
town as to admit of its being a walk to the 
robuft. She preffed me with cordiality to 
' fhare Her cottage, as ftie ftyled her neat and 
pretty habitation j and your grandfather and 

* myfelf often availed ourfelves of her holpita- 
lity, to efcape from the fulFocating heat of 
Bath in fultry weather. The autumn fet- 

• tied us all in Alfred-ftreet ; and our inter-^ 
'courle was now ripened into old and accuf- 
'- tomed friendfhip. 

One morning I received a note from her: 
it was haftily written, and contained words 
to thi^ effeft : ^' Come diredUy. . You mull 
dine with mef. My happinefs is incotoplete 

tiU 
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tin you fhari^ it with me/' My curiofity 
\vas excited, and I obeyfed her fummons 
with all poffible difpateh^ 

Oh en tiering the drawing-room I found a 
lady with her. Mrs. Warren had evidently 
been weeping \ fhe advanced to meet me 
with emotion : '^ NoW/^ added fhe, ^^ I have 
all my treafure before me ! for lady G ■ 
and Mrs. Palmerftone are my guefts j" and 
reafluriiing her natural gaiety, ftie added, *' I 
have taken good care that no one (hall in- 
trude on this happy hour.*' An introduc- 
tion thus iafFeftiohate banifhed referve, and 
even the common obfervances of ceremony. 
Mrs. Warren was an acknowlecjged tie that 
united us, and we forgot in half an hour that 
we had n&ver met before. I found that this 
lady's vifit to Bath was unexpefted, and that 
Mrs. Warren had been furprifed at feeing 
her ; btit the fatisfaftion arifirig from the in- 
terview diffipated in a little time thofe emo- 
tions which had faddened their firft moments 
of meeting. We converfed with the eafe 
of old friends ; and I was forry when I un- 
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^rftood that lady G — ^ was obliged to 
quit us immediately afoer tea. She had no 
fooner left us than my friend, drawing the 
working-table forward, and putting my 
iiw>rk-bag upon it, faid with a fmile, " Per- 
baLp% you do not know that you are my pri- 
Ibnef for to-night ? Mr. Palmerftone is at 
Briftol : I have therefore no one to difpute 
my claims. Your woman has received my 
orders, as your work-bag witnefles. Be 
docile, therefore, and let aie fee you em- 
pk)yed i fer then I (hall be fur e of you. I 
hav^ a great deal to fay to you of die 
invariable friend who has juft l^t us. I 
anfwered with a complying bow, and fiie 
took up her kjao£ting, and began : 

*^ You know that I was born in Jamaica; 
and that I pofiieis in that iHand a confidera- 
ble eftate, once the property of my parents. 
My mother died when I was only fix months 
old. I was nurfed and reared by a white 
woman, the wife of one of the everfeers of 
the plantation on which we refided. This 
woman had been my xnothet's Jhou&keepar, 

and 



and flie continued to fuperbtend the do- 
meftic affairs of the family with fidelity 
after her deceafe. Her tender care in re^rd 
to me well merited the confidepce which 
my father repofed in hori for fhe wa«i 
without reproach, unlefs her excelTive indul« 
gence to her charge be conftrued .into one 
by that candour which conHders the motive* 
that governed her -, for fhe .thought it an 
imputation on her affeftion and refpeft for 
my mother, when a tear fell from my eyes. 
*' My good father had not altogether th^ 
fame apology for the fame weaknefs in re- 
gard to his child : for he was a man of fenfe | 
yet he treated me witk a fpndnefs as pernio 
cious as that of my faithful nurfe. At ten 
years of age it is probable he difcovered 
fomething of this truth ; and in fpite of 
nurfe's tears, and his own reluftant heart, 
he configned me to the care of his friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Delmy, in order that I might 
receive that education in London which 
he defpaired of obtaining for me under his 
own eye. A lady long known to him 
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me to her young &mily during the pafTage s 
this was a prolperous one -, and ihe placed 
me in the hands of Mrs. Delmy, who re-t 
ceived me as a peculiar bleifing fent from 
heaven. 

\*' Mr. Delmy had beenmymother*s guar- 
dian : her youth had been paiied in his hof- 
pitable houfe^ and (he quitted it on becoming 
the wife of my father. The moft perfeft 
confidence fubfifted between the young 
couple and their abfent friends : this had 
been ftrengthened by the cornmercial en- 
gagements between Mr. Delmy and my 
father ; and Mr. Delmy, with an integrity 
which reflefts a luftre on all his other excel- 
lent qualities, enriched himfelf by his attenr 
tion to the intereft of his friend. You may 
judge of my reception. Month fucceeded 
month, in inquiries after a proper fchool 
for me, in which conftantly prevailed the 
wifti of finding one that would impofe no 
reftraint on their idol. 

«* This interval of time was devoted to 
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my pleafure, which folely occupied their 
benevolent hearts. At length they heard of 
a fituation which leflened their reluftance to 
parting with me. Mrs. Needham's attention 
gnd tendernefs to her pupils bein^ as fully 
eftabliflied as the reputation of her talents 
and good fenfe, I was accordingly placed in 
her hands, with as many cautions as the fond 
anxiety of Mrs. Delmy could fuggeft. 
^' I had never been accuftomed to con- 

tradition My diet had been carefully 

attended to No expenfe would be . re- 
garded, in which my comforts and gratifica- 
tions were included No attentions un- 
noticed. Mrs. Needham, with the utmoft 
good humour, engaged for ail that was de- 
manded confiftcntly with the rules of her 
houfe, and the duty fhe impofed on herfclf 
to attend to the. health and happinefs of the 
young people under her care, as feduloufly 
as to their improvement j and with great 
tendernefs fatisfied Mrs. Delmy that fhe had 
nothing to fear for me. This truly refpefta- 
ble woman did not deceive her. My friends 
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left mi with a cargo of cakes and trinkets, 
and as much money in my purfe as itpleafed 
me to take from theirs, 

^' The aflillant ladies, by Mrs, Needham's 
direftioQ I prefume, left me two or three 
days to myfelf, in order, I fuppofe, that I 
might be reconciled to my new fituation, 
and become acquainted with my companions. 
I was p^rfeftly fatisfied with the on^ and 
the other. The profufenefs, or, if you will, 
the generofity of my temper foon gained 
me an intereft with the girls j for I diftrir 
buted, as I received, without difcretion; and 
being, as I really was, good-humoured, the 
teachers treated me with fmiles and affabi- 
lity. I was conduced with much confider- 
ation to the bufinefs of the fchool, and m af- 
ters in their different branches engaged to 
admit me as ^ pupil ; but a very few weeks 
fufficed to convince thofe charged with' my 
inflruftioh, that they were employing their 
time fruitlefsly. A fupine carelefsnefs baf- 
fled all their honeft endeavours, and defeat- 
ed every attempt towards my reformation. 
4 Good- 
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Good-humoured and gay, I was content 
with all around me whilft: left to the enjoy- 
ment of myfelf. A Oattern in my appear- 
ancej notwithftanding all the attention that 
Was given to me; perfeftly indifFerent to the 
expenfive diftinftions Mrs. Delmy's fond- 
nefs contrived to give to my drefs ; I 

m 

only regretted the labour annexed to every 
additional ribband. I never fhall forget the 
fufferings I endured, on firft being in this 
houfe, and condemned to put on my own 
flioes and ftockings . . . You may laugh if 
you pleafe • . . • but I do affure you, that, 
could I have efiefted my purpofe, I fhould 
have llept in them. I regarded the time 
allotted me for getting my leflbns as de- 
ftined fof'my repofe, and every exhortation 
to diligence as containing nothing more fe* 
rious, than as it obliged me to ftand on my 
legs. I was a clumfy girl, although tall foi; 
my age ; inert in all my movements, and 
inexpreffibly fatigued by the moft moderate 
exercife. The forbearance of the teachers 
and matters was exhaufted ... it is probable 
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they had no authority to compel me to dilU 
gence by fevere means, at leaft none were 
ufcd...diey became careJcfs of a pupil from 
whom nothing was to be expefted. I un-^ 
derwent without fullennefs the ordinary pe- 
nalties annexed to idienefs, and which com-, 
jnonly produced th^ir intended effefts on 
the other girls. But in folitude I fleptf Had 
I a companion in my difgrace, I converted 
it into mirth and enjoyment. Lounging on a 
form^ or fquatted on my knees, { was the life 
and Ipirit of th^ little circle -, and oft^n have 
I triumphed in drawing reluftant fmiles fropi 
the grave matters and teachers. 

" In this way paffed the firft fix months 
of my noviciate — I believe I may fay, beloved 
by all, and deljpifed by all, however parar- 
doxical it may found,. The vacation re- 
turned me to my friends the Delmys, where 
I was only queftioned relatively to ipy com- 
forts and indulgences. As I had t\q coni-» 
plaints to make, and had, in the full enjoy- 
ment of my eafe, forgotten every former 
invafion of it, I fpoke with pleafure of my 
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governed and her family, Mrs, Delmy 
Wfts delighted and grateful. On my return 
to fchool, the • carriage wa^ furniihed with 
elegant little prefents for the good ladies who 
fuperintended in Mrs. Ncedham's houfe; 
and even the affiftant cook had reafon to 
re m ember the fFeft India young lady. 

" Upon diftributing my gifts, on the day 
following my arrival, I found that one of the 
teachers .had given place to a new one, 
§he was ^ very elegant young woman, with 
whofe perfon and manners I was immedi- 
ately ftruck. . I offered her, with my ufuai 
eagernefs, the pr^fent which had been de- 
ftined for her predeceffor. She declined it 
yrith fweetnefs and politenefs, telling me, 
^ Mrs. Needham could with eafe convev it to 
the lady for whom it had been intended; and 
fuch a remembrance from you now/ added 
Ihe, ^will be doubly grateful.' I felt ihe 
was right, and loved her for a generofity, 
which fomehow had appeared to me lefs ge- 
neral than I had been accuftomed to think it, 
} foon difcQvered that I was in a particular 
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manner under this lady's infpeftion* I alfo 
remarked, with my ufual nonchalance, that 
my mafters had difcontinued their leflbns. 
Day fucceeded day, and I was left to my 
own pleafure. I£i worked at my frame, it 
was well 5 if r netted, it was the fame. No 
privations, no leftares followed* No one 
difturbed my repofej and although the 
flave of floth, I begun to be weary of an idle- 
nefs which admitted of no variety. I alked 
mifs Courtney, the new teacher, why fhe 
omitted me in her affignment of talks to the 
young ladies ? ' It is,' replied fhe with a fe- 
rious air, ^ becaufe we prefume that you are 
not fent hither in order to be inftrufted.'— 
* Why,' anfwered I, * for what other purpofe 
do you imagine that I am here ?* — ' To eat, 
and to drink, and to fleep,' returned (he. An 
acute fenfation of ftiame pafled my mind. I 
endeavoured to conceal it, and, with aflumed 
gaiety, exclaimed, ' What can be more plea- 
fant ?' — * True,' anfwered Ihe : * to hunger 
and labour they are indeed gratifications ; 
but methinks that, in order for your enjoy- 
ment 
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ment of thefe bleffings of nature, there wa* 
no neceffity for your croflijig the Atlantic* 
— I was haftenijig from her to hide a vexa* 
tion, which in Ipite of mq rofe to my eyes; 
when fhe laid mildly, * The yoiuig ladies are 
all engaged : you will only interrupt them ; 
do me the favour to flay with me. Mrs, 
Needham has kindly given me this morn- 
ing for the purpofe of arranging my book$ 
and clothes. If I dared, I would requefl: your 
afllftance : all thefe trunks muit be emp- 
tied before I Ihall feel myfelf at" home/— ^ 
' Oh !* cried I, joyfully fquatting down by 
the fide of one of them, ' I will help yott 
with the greatefl: pleafure.' — ^ Here are 
fome new Ibelves," obferved mifs Courtney: 
' I doubt not I owe them to Mrs. Need- 
Jiam's attention. You fhall take- out the 
books, and I will place them/— This was 
an employment quite in my way. I drew 
without exertion the books from the bo2^ 
and placed them on * the floor around me. 
The two- fold duty of mifs Courtney, to pick 
them up and j)lace them properly, coft her 
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more rime and labour ; whilft I, fitting at 
ihy eafe, examined the littered volumes 
about me. Mrs. Chapone's works, ele- 
gantly bound, attrafted my curiofity ... on 
the blahk page was beautifully written, 

• Prize Book, Mifs Courtney.' ... A neat 
rofe-wood drawing- (land, a box of Reeve's 
colours, a fet of hiftorical medals, and 
feveral other books in French and Italian, 
pafled my hand with the fame defignationl 

• " * Had you a yearly lottery at your 
fchool ?' demanded L— ' No,' anfwered (he> 

• nothing was allowed there to chance: ap- 
plication and induftry were the only means 
of profit permitted by the lady who pre- 
fided in it r thefe Ihe encouraged by do- 
nations which were diftributed every fix 
'months ; a fund being eftabhflied by the 
parents of the young ladies for the purpofe, 
and to which flie liberally fubfcribed. I 
have often reflefted on that wifdom and ad- 
drefs >vith which flie excited emulation and 
reftrained envy, by an inipartiality fo mea- 
sured as> to leave no room for difcontent : 
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nor can I forget the value (he fet on good 
naturcy for which the firft prize was always 
deftined, and the candidate judged by her 
companions. Thefe little evidences of my 
induftry/ continued Ihe, fitting down and 
turning one in her hand, * are now my trea- 
fure. They ferve me as powerful ftimu- 
latives to thofe exertions and that afti- 
vity they once rewarded. You can hardly 
• imagine how much they have contributed, 
to produce in my mind thofe habits of pa- 
tience and perfeverance, without which it 
is impoflible to attain to any thing valuable, 
To fay the truth, they have done more; for 
they have introduced fuch a love of employ- 
ment, that with me time unoccupied is bur- 
' thenfome j and I fhould prefer the rudeft 
labour to idlenefs.* 

*' I (aw her defign, and I alfo felt it. ^ I 
doubt not,' faid I forrowfuUy, ^ the truth of 
what you fay ; but I dare fay that you had a 
good mother to inftruft you before you went 
to fchool. I had none to guide me.* — She 
turned pale. — ^ I alfo loft mine,' replied Ifee 
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made me acquainted with a friend not lefs 
valuable . • . But we are becoming grave,' 
faid flie, rifing, ' and you will be weary, I 
can with eafe finifh the reft by leaving my 
bed an hour earlier than prdihary to-morrow 
morning,' She now difplayed to mje her 
drawings, and a portfolio of botanical plants 
beautifully preferved and arranged, ^d with 
the moll fweet and fafcinating manners en- 
gaged my attention and admiration. The 
firft dinner-bell furprifed us. ^ Is it poffi- 
ble?' cried I. 'It cannot be fo late !'— ' Oh, 
yes,' replied mifs Courtney, * it certainly 
is: I aik myfelf the fame queftipn veiy 
often. Employment gives wings to time^' 
add^ Ih^, .alSeAionately preffing my hand, 
* but in its rapid flight it Jeaves ipemorials 
not lefs honourable thaa falutary.'— On 
quitting her for my hafly toilet, I alked her 
' wh^th^r I might come to help hfer in the 
morning.' She laughed, ' You V faid Ihe 
with an ironical tOjTiQ : ' why,! fliall rife at fix 
p'cloc^:! Do you con^def fuch conditions as 
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thefe ?• — ' Yes,' anfwered I piqued, .' and 
^hy fhould I not be able tx) rife at the fame 
jhour ?' — ' Nay/ replied ihe in the fame gay 
tone, * now indeed you. puzzle me. Shall 
we put it to the teft ?... I Ihall be obliged to 
you for your company.* 

'^ On retiring to bed, I recoUefted that a 
watch was fomething more than a. trinket. 
Mrs. Delmy had intruded to my keeping; ^ 
very fine repeaterofmymother's,whichwitfe 
the reft of her ornaments had be^n fept tQ 
England with me. It had been the plaything 
of Jthe day, and foon forgotten. . A. fearc^ 
Jfpr it was neceffary, and I begaj^i it with a^ 
intereft and a diligence, qui t^ ne.w tome* 
At the bottom of a tnink, ampngft fhoeu 
^nd caps> cakes and books, J found . the 
watch : but the fpring was broken, and it 
was ufelefs. 

" I had now no other means to apply to 
than the houfe-clock. Thete was no danger 
of my npt hearing it ftrike, yet I was uneafy 
and reftlefs : all the latent powers of my 
jnind feemed roufed ^ and the refleftion that 
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I Ihould hot long be mifs Courtney's fe- 
vourite was aftuaHy opprelfivc fo me. Some- 
thing yety much like felf-condemnation 
haunted my fpiriti : I calculated again and 
agairt my acquirements, with thofe it was 
probable mifs Courtney poflfefled at my 
ag6, and I Experienced a Ihame and regret, 
into which glided a fetitiment altogether 
unknown to tne before j that is to fay, the 
difappointed expeftations of my father. 
t flied, my dear Mrs. Palmerftone, tears 
6f real contrition. The r^fult of my co- 
gitations was a refolution to imitate mill 
<?ourtney with all poflible diligence. My 
x^^atchfulnefs preceded the time, and, miftak- 
ing thfe hour, I fofe at Ave o'clock. Impe- 
fifetrable dal-fcnefs fufrounded me : but no 
ways difmayed by a fituation fo new to me, 
I took my bundle of clothes, which 1 had 
ufed the precaution to colleft together, and 
ftepped acrofs the paffage that led to mifs 
Courtney's room. She was afleep when I 
entered the apartment, and I believe Ihe 
would not have been forry had I been fo 
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likewife. It vfos di^eadfulljr cold> and her 
firft car6 was to recommend to me dtipa^h 
in dreffing : fhe then with much cheerful* 
nefs tMgmtulated me on my viftory^ and 
inftantly arofe. The fire was rqpleoifhed^ 
dad the lamp gave place to two candies ; 
all took an air of comfort $ but I thought 
her kumeafttrably long in her dicfiing and 
attendant duties. 

^* To fay the truth, Atfe included atten- 
tions which I lf4dom thought of when left to 
myfdf. Atlaft mils Courtney placed heifedf 
by me with all the graces of neatnefs and 
fimplicity. We proceeded to our buiinefs, 
and I was di'^fed to be very akrt: but my 
curiofity was fo often in adtion^ that I be« 
lieve I was a more importunate queftioner 
than ufeful affiftant. Sometimes arti£k:ial 
flowers o^e in the way..«then a fet of drefl^ 
ing-boxes in fUigree..«.now a worked gown, 
and now miniatures of ladies. Thefe I ex- 
amined mth attention, and alked her ^whe- 
ther the friend (he had mentioned was a- 
mongft them? though,' added I» ^ they all 
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appear too young, except this/ direfting her 
eyes to one I held in my hand. * That,* 
replied flie, ' is the pifture of my good 
govemefs. But you fay truly : the friend I 
alluded to has lineaments very different 
from any you fee at prefent; flie has neither 
the fmiles and graces of youth, nor the fo- 
bered fweetnefs of maturity. You will find 
them, however, pretty faithfully delineated in 
this packet,* giving me one fealed up : 'put 
it in your pocket for the prefent, we have 
no time to fpare.' I obeyed, and took up 
feveral bundles neatly tied up and ticketed. 
One was muflin.../^ frock for Emily*. ...an- 
other, ' dimity for Charles' each bore 

their feveral deftinations. * You have then,\ 
faid I, * brothers and fitters ? You are more 
fortunate than I am.' — f Thofe,' replied- 
Ihe, f whom afieftion has beftowed upon 
me, and allows me to confider as fuch j but 
nature has denied me that blefling. The 
trifles you fee are intended for the ufe of a 
friend in the country : flie has a young fa- 
rnily> and accepts with kindnefs the ofier- 

ings 
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ings of gratitude : her ingenuity and induf- 
try give a value to thefe half- worn clothes, 
which ipare her hufband expenfes that 
would otherwife piiefs on his limited in- 
come.* — ^ I wifh/ cried I, *flie had fome 
of my things 1 Do> my dear mifs Courtney, 
manage to put in fome of my frocks — ^Mrs.' 
Delmy will be fo. pleafed T — ' Oh !' faid 
Ihe. involuntarily> * that I may but fuc- 
ceed I * -- ' Do not doubt it/ cried I gaily, 
mifconceiving her meaning. * Mrs. Delmy 
will fend you plenty of things !' She kiffed 
me with tendernefs, and an emotion that I 
afcribed folely to pleafure: my content- 
ment was complete, and my vivacity un- 
reftrainedv 

** On our leaving the room> ftie faid to 
me with a fignificant fmile, * My dear 
mifs Weritworth, as you are not always em- 
ployed, it may be you will not bedifpleafed 
to vifit this apartment fometimes : when I 
am. in it, you will always be a welcome 
gueft; and in my ablence,' added Ihe, look*- 
ing at her book-Cafe> * my friends will be 

yours.' 
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yours/ I thanked her witl^ real gratitude^ 
and the fame day availed myielf of thh per« 
miffion^ in order to examine at my eafe the 
important packet, which I concdved con^^ 
tained fome very interefting fecret. 

^*On entering the room I was ftnick by 
the neat arrangement of k, which a cheer** 
All fire no ways difgraced. Some beautiful 
landfcapes were hung round it . . . . in th($ 
middle of the room ftood a table and read-* 
ing«deik, inimitably executedj^ fo as to re-» 
femble the fineft marble... .and near the 
fire a frame of embrcudery^ which mifs 
Courtney had juft left a in a word^ I con« 
ceived I was in the temple of Tafte s a view 
of my own negligent perfon> reflefted from 
the oppofite mirror, convinced me diat I was 
an unfit inhabitant of it ; and for the firft time 
in my life I tried to fettle my luur into fome 
order. I now with much circumlpe£lioai 
broke the feal of my packet. 

<* Your perufal of it will (pare me the 
further recital of my girlifli and heedlefs days* 
^ Take it/ faid Ihe^ prefenting k to m« : 



* it will eiFeftu#lly prepaif* ypur He^rt for 
n^ reception pf Udy G---*^/ With my 
friend'^ permUnon I copied the following 
letter, which I now tr^nfcrlbe for your uf^, 
slid in order to connect the whok of Mrs. 
Warrw's narrative. 

^^Yoi; will perhaps find fomfj difficultf 
in conceiving that a fimildrity of conditio* 
has ^ver fubfiilied between yowrfelf and^'m^ 
oppofedf as it t» ai; prefentj by my fitua^ 
Wn in life i for it is only from our own ex^ 
penence that we are efS^ually taught to 
admit the full convidion of the inftability 
©f . himian profperity^ Tet I, like yonrfel^ 
was th9 only daughter of a rich WeftJndia 
planter : I^ like yourfelf» was the fend hope 
of my paivnts : I was yet more favoured by 
providence than yourfelf ; for I had a mo- 
ther's lore,, a mother's Ibftering care* Like 
yourfelf> I was 4ent to this country for the 
purpofe of inftmdBon > my mother'^ mo* 
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father^ who judged his child entitled to the 
fipft elaborate education. Like yoxiy under 
the pf otedtion of friends, did I reach Lon- 
don i ahdj like you, was I configned into tho 
hands of thofe who my fond parents believed 
would fupply to me their watchful tender- 
nefs. Here all fimilarity between us ends. 
I found no Mr. and Mrs. Delmy's cordial 
looks and kind greetings 5 Iwas conveyed 
from the Ihip to a large and comfortleft 
houfe, by the friends who had taken charge 
of ^ne on the voyage, and who very exactly 
calculated that this care finilhed the moment 
we fet our feet on (bore. 

*'A plain fturdy-looking man received me 
in what I found was his accompting-room. 
Several men were at their defks^ and hein* 
ftantly difpatched one of them to fee after 
* mifs's luggage.' His words to me were few^ 
but civil : he faid he would conduft me to 
his wife, who would be very glad to fee me; 
and would take care of me< This wife I 

found 
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found drefling in an apartment which ap* 
peared to jne fufFocating and gloomy, al- 
though vpry fine. My introduftion was bn55 
for he faid ' Here is mifs Courtney fafe and 
found,' arid immediately difappeared. The 
lady of the manfion alked me a few queftions 
relative to my voyage, but I could only an- 
fwer by monofyllables. My fpirits were 
deprefled, and my fuuation did not encou- 
rage me: it was apparent I was in her way ; 
and after a paufe offome moments fhe faid, 
* Perhaps, mifs, Courtney, you will be amuf- 
ed with my young folks, I will conduft 
you to them.' She led the way, and I fol- 
lowed to the attic ffory . In a large nurfery 
were two boys and two girlsl : the oldeft of 
them appeared to be eight or nine years of 
age ; 1 was twelve, and had long ceaied to 
confider myfelf as a fuitable companion for 
infants. Mrs. Brown thought otherwife^ and 
Ibecaihe from that hour the daily inhabitant 
of the nurferyi till I was placed in a fchool. 
My riide and noify afTociates were little cal- 
culated to reconcile me to my prifon, or to 
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banifti thofe regrets that prefled on mjr 
heart at the recolkdion of my parents, and 
of the paradife I had quitted. Mrs. Brown's 
confolations on feeing, as ihe might have 
done very frequently, my eyes red with 
weeping, were not of the moft foothing kind; 
for they commonly finilhed hy afking me, 

* what I was to do at fchool, if I could not 
make myfelf eafy with her/ 

" The time for this experiment was now 
fixed; and notwithflanding the implied dif* 
couragement contained in Mrs. Brown's in- 
terrogation, I rejoiced at the profpeft of a 
change in my fituation. I law with curiofity 
and furprife the preparations which were 
made for my appearance at fchool ; and my 
introdudion into one of the firft fetoinaries 
in town appeared to me no leis extraor^ 
dinary ; for Mrs. Brown announced me 9% 

* a young lady of imtnenfe fortune^ to whoni 
^ye^ry confideration was due. ...the child of 

Mr. Brown's moft intimate fri9nd.*..and one 
whom they both cfleemed very highly/ 
The lady to whom fhe addrefiied her dif^ 
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courfe q{ my riches and importinct, ap-» 
peared however very much at her eafe, and 
contented herfelf with faying 'Ihe hoped wa 
ihould be fati$fied with each other/ Indeed 
her houfe and family wera well calculated 
to make me forget th^ attic ftgry on Dow- 
gate-Hill. The comfons with which th^ 
former abounded, and the unafFefted kind- 

nefs and politenefs of the latter, foon re- 
ftored me to my native gaiety. I only want- 
td new5 from Jamaica to complete my hap- 
pinefs. The packet wa$ Hourly expected. 
It arrived. Yoii will eafily recall to your 
memory thofe dreadful hurricane3 and tre- 
mendous thupder-ftorms which fo frequent- 

ly ^pal the firmefttninds during the heat of 
Qur fummers : bur few indeed have been the 
examples of an overwhelming deftfuftion 
like that which in the fpace of a few hours 
fwept with unpitying fury over my deamil 
hopes. Parents, domeftics, the very earth 
on which my infant feet firft trod, ail wqfq 
buried in one fad defolation- The habita- 
tiom of peao^ and the J^fidenoe of the mild 
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Virtues of benevolence and humanity, ferved 
them for a grave. The fmiling face of na- 
ture around fuddenly changed, and horror 
reigned with all the figns of woe and ruin. 
Judge, my dear mifs Wentworth, by this 
cataftrophe, of the terrific afpeft which ad* 
verfity can aflume, under the all-controlling 
power of the great and almighty Arbiter of 
events. 

*' I was too young to meet her awful form 
with thofe arms which religion fornifhes ; I 
was alfo happily too young to feel the full 
force of her chaftening hand. My grief was 
the forro w of a child, and I funk into a bed 
of ficknefs, and a temporary forgetfulnefe 
of the caufe. which had conducted me to it. 
My life was delpaired of for fome days : 
but I gradually recovered to fymptoms of as' 
alarming a kind ; for the phyficians pro- 
nounced me in a confumption. I was now 
removed from the tender care of my go- 
vernefs, who, for reafons long fince apparent 
to me, had charged herfelf with the care of 
me during my viole^nt illnefs,. and had un- 
der 
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der various pretences prevented my removatl 
to Dowgate-Hill, until fhe learned that I 
was to accompany Mrs« Brown arid her 
young family into Hampfhire, where they 
ufually refided in the fummer. She then 
yielded to an authority which fee had no 
right to difpute, and I quitted her with a 
reludance no ways fevpurable to my de« 
jefted mind. 

" I had wept folely for the lofs of my 
parents. The change in my condition had 
been communicated to me by Mrs. — — , 
with a tendernefs that rendered it an evil fo 
light, compared with the objefl: of my fad 
regrets, that I fcarcely thought it one : yet, 
inexperienced and unprepared as I was, I 
felt the difference between the impoverilhed 
orphan and the great fortune mifs Courtney, 

" Mrs. Brown talked of my misfortune with 
a full convidion on her mind, that the leflbn 
it inculcated could not be too often repeat- 
ledj and j(he ufually finifhed her recital with 
lamentations, which had for their objeft the 
confidcrable lofs Mr. Brown would fuftain 

by 
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by th^ death of my ftther. Sometiiws the 
companion my tears excited would reach 
bcTy and fhe redoubled diem by her confbla- 
tiofis, which chilled my heart and deprived 
me of hope. My refuge was the nurfery 
»d the garden : die boys were fortunately 
abfeiit, and my youth conquered the re- 
mains of my illnefs« With renewed ftrength 
I regained my fpirits^ to at leaft a degree of 
compofure which rendered me iefs burthen* 
ibme to others ; and Mrs. Brown was tited 
cf a tale which her iriiitor^ had dl heard, 
and in which, I believe, they all fympathized 
more than herfelf. * 

** The ufual time of the vacation had now 
elapfed fome weeks, and I heard nothing of 
my return to my fchool, and to a friend 
whom I revered and loved. Rendered 
jimid by Mrs. Brown's indifference, I did 
not dare to inquire into a matterfo much 
the objeft of my folicitude. I knew the 
fchool was an expenlive one, and I knew 
«llb that I was become poor. The expla- 
mtion however came at length in Mrs. 
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Brown's way. She informed me that her 
hulband was coming down, and that then 
I Ihould be dilpofed of fuitably to my un*- 
fortunate change of circumftances : * For,' 
added fhe, ** you muft be fenfible that the 
fchool you have quitted will not do now : 
a different education muft now be adopted/ 
f made no reply: my fpirits rofe at the pro- 
fpift of leaving a family in which I clearly 
perceived my poverty was more confidered 
than my comfort. 

*' Shortly after Mr. Brown's arrival we {et 
out {6r the deftined fchool. On our little 
journey, my conduftor talked to me with 
kifldhefs, faid 'I fliould want nothing.. .that 
ih gentlewoman with whom I was going t6 
Kve Was as worthy a lady as any in the 
county, and would, he was certain, treat me 
with great kindhefs.* 

*' The reception I m6t with from my new 
governefs was an additional evidence of Mr. 
Brown's care of my intereft, and he left m6 
Contented and grateful. The houfe and* 
gardens were handfome and fpaciouSj good 
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affiftant mafters regularly attended the 
fchool,, which was numerous, and compofed 
of the daughters of the neighbouring gentry, 
I was highly gratified by finding myfelf in-» 
eluded ii^ ajl the Icffons of the mafters j and 
judging this a favour I owed to the genero- 
fity of Mr. Brown, I affiduoufly ftudied 
to profit frojn it by an application which 
would beft mark my gratitude, Puring.a 
year I was under this perfu^fion, and dili- 
gently improved ev.ery hour I could fpare^ 
in French and drawing j whilft, from my 
natural tafte for mufic, I made fuch a pro- 
ficiency in it as flattered my inftrudtor, 

** The enfuing fummer I was agajn the 
gueft of Mrs. Brown for die holidays. She 
was;^ or affefted to be, furprifed ^t my 
attainments, which had he^n called put; by 
fome company ihe had, in the houfe.*' She 
learned that I had received leflbns which, 
with a face glowing with anger, fhe told m? 
were quite ufelefs to me, and that Mr* 
£rown had impofed upon her, for i^o fuclj 
medlejs charges were included in my year's 
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bill of expenfe, although it was heavy 
eAough. Mr. Brown, I imagine, fatisfied 
his ladjr ; but it remained an aenigma to me, 
which Mrs. Ward only could unravel. She 
had, from the firft hour I entered her houfe, 
Ihown me a marked proteftion, which could 
only be accounted for from the general and 
leading traits^of her charafter. An ardent 
good will and the moft aftive benevolence 
diredted all her actions. Prompt to affift, 
fhe proportioned her fervices rather to the 
wants of others than her own means, which, 
though not fcanty, were yet not abundant. 
I was unfortunate, I was young, helplefs, and 
innocent; and no condition of prolperity 
could have given me fuch powerful claims 
on her heart j and from this generous com- 
panion Iprang the tendernefs of a mother, 
ar>d the zeal and aftivity of the moft up- 
right guardian. 

*' Four happy years was I Iheltered under 
her maternal roof, unnoticed by Mrs. Brown, 
although within twenty miles of her. Her * 
hufband occafionally called in his way to 
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and from London^ and, as I concluded, fet- 
tled for my maintenance with Mrs. Ward, 
to whofe difcretion I was apparently con* 
figned. In one of thefif^- vifits he gave me 
to underftand that I was expected to pais 
the enfuing vacation at his houfe, and de- 
fired me to be prepared for his calling to 
take me thither. I felt that this invitation 
included in it more privations, not to fay 
mortifications, than ^ even gratitude could 
reconcile me to j and I ventured to fay ibme- 
thing reipefting engagements which Mrs» 
Ward had permitted me to make, with feve- 
. ral of the young ladies who lived very near 
us. JBut no appeal was regarded: and he talk- 
ed of the pleafure I fbould have in running 
about the garden with his children, as if Ihad 
but juft then quitted my leading-ftrings. 

<< Mrs. Brown, on feeing me as tall as I 
now am, thought me, I prefume, rather too 
old for a conftant inmate of the nurfery; but 
fhe did me ample juftice in conceiving that 
I might be ufeful to the regulation of it* 
The boys had been emancipated from it 5 

they 
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thty had been placed in a country &ho6i 
near their grand&ther, with whom they paiT* 
ed their vacations : the two girls were yet 
taught to regard it as a favour to quit it fdr 
their mother's fociety. They were fine 
children^ but negleCled ; and Mrs. firown^ 
with ibmething between a Compliment and 
a command^ defired me to teach them the 
ufe of their needle, and to read. ^ You 
will find amuiement, I hope/ added Ihe, 'in 
this application of your leifure time during 
my abfence.' At dinner this unlooked-for 
abfence was explained to the new curate 
and his wife, who had the honour of being 
her guefts. I was introduced to thefe worthy 
people as her ' dear mifs Courtney/ who 
had the-goodnefs to fupply to her little girls 
' her care and tendernefs' during her ex- 
cursion to Lyme, where fhe was going to 
bathe i and ' with fuch a fubftituce Ihe could 
frame no excufe for refufing this attention 
to her health/ I was $lent, till Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilfon with franknefs and politenefs ofiered 
me every amufement in their power during 
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the abience of my friend T they finiihed by 
obferving^ that the yoiing ladies might not 
be difpleafed at finding fociety of their own 
age to welcome them. 

^^ Mrs. Brown's departure was a matter 
of no regret to me. I was miftrefs of my 
time ; my pupilsj who began to be attached 
to me^ were not indocile, and the paribnage 
became our daily refort* This was a very 
handfome houfe, which the reftor included^ 
in default of another, in the falary he an- 
nexed to doing duty in two parilhes^ with 
the condition of keeping in good order a 
large and not inelegant garden. This ftipu^ 
lation of the carefi^l reftor was totally ufe- 
lefs i for Mr. Wilfon made it his recreation 
and delight. 

^* The family confifted of two boys and two 
girls ; and the ingenuity and aftivity of the 
mother gave an appearance of order and 
neatnefs to the children and to the houfe, 
which perfedlly correfpondcd with Mr. Wil- 
fon's care and exaftnefs out of it. Our in- 
timacy produced eafe and confidence, and I 
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foon difcorered that their income required 
the oeconomy which was fo wifely and unre- 
mittingly attended to. Mrs. Wilfon made 
all her children's clothes, and her induftry 
quickened mine. I affifted her in her needle- 
work, and in return flie taught me the moft 
neceffary ufe of the needle. Our united 
labours had been profitable to the girls, 
who exhibited at church new frocks made of 
half-worn materials, and new bmnets which 
had paffed under a fummer's fun. It. may 
be that my tafte had given an air of fmart- 
nefs to thefe articles of drefs, which Mrs. 
Wilfon, remote as flie was from fafhion, 
would not have fo well fucceeded in. It fo 
happened, however, that Mrs. Brown on her 
return home difcovered this talent in me ; 
and (he profited fo affiduoufly from it that 
I had fcarcely time to eat or to fleep. Mrs. 
Ward began at length to be impatient for 
my return : feveral weeks had elapfed fince 
the fchool commenced, * and flie lopged to 
embrace her dear child.' I expreffed as 
imuch of this as I had courage to $1q to Mrs. 
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Brown^ who coldly replied, ^ (he believed 
her huiband had no intention that I ihould 
return to S- — -. You are now old enough/ 
added fhe, * to be ufeful to others. You 
do not expcft to pafs your life in a fchool/ 
The following week fully explained Mr. 
Brown's views relative to me. He inform- 
ed me ' that he and his family were on the 
point of failing for Jamaica, where he in- 
tended in future to refidej and that, with 
Mrs. Brown's confent, he meant to take me 
with them as gOY^rnefs to his girls.' My 
heart funk within me at this propofal. He 
perceived my emotion, and talked of my 
getting a rich huiband, and recovering fome- 
thing from the plantation, ^ which,' added 
he, ' is now only wafte ground/ I burft intp 
tears.' . . / Well, well,' cried he : ' you will 
confider of my offer, and I am certain you 
will fee all the kindnefs of it.' I wrote in- 
ftantly to Mrs. Ward, and then confulted my 
oracle, Mr. Wilfon. To my inexpreffihle 
comfort, I was warmly counfeUed to refufe 
with fteadinefe the propofed plani andMh* 
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Ward charged me, on the duty of a child, 
to return to her, and leave every care be- 
hind me. 

^' I loft no time in fignifying my refolu- 
tion to Mrs. Brown, who received my refiifal 
with much anger. Her hufband, not dif- 
fatisfied with the arguments I ufed, although 
much fo with my rejeftion of his offer, faid 
with an air which indicated more of concern 
than refentment, ' If this be your determi- 
nation, I muft yield. I have no legal au- 
thority to compel you to go. I muft how- 
ever place before you your refources in a 
vrorld which you are fo fooliifh as to encoun- 
ter unprotefted. Your father remitted with 
you a thoufand pounds, in order to anfwer 
the expenfes of your education j and at the 
fame time fignified his orders that it fhould 
be placed in the hands of Mr. D— — the 
banker for your ufe. This was done. On 
hearbg of the melancholy difafter which 

fo foon followed, Mr. D propofed 

buying ftock in your name' with the refidue 
of the fum in his hands. This likewife has 

been 
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been done. He has all the neceflary docu-» 
ments, and he will remit ycKi the intereft 
of feven hundred pounds. Your firft efta- 
blilhment at fchool being fortunately de- 
frayed by money in my hands, nothing of 

that in Mr. D 's was expended beyond 

the charges occalioned by your illnefs, and 
your fubfequent demands.* I thanked him 
with real gratitude, for intelligence fo wel- 
come and unexpe6leA My friends were 
not lefs furprifed than myfelf at this account 

of my wealth. Mr. D 's letter on the 

fubjeft was , fatisfaftory, and contained the 
moft polite and friendly affurances of atten^ 
tioa to my little fortune. 

'' Mrs. Ward received me with a pleaiure 
which Ihe took no pains to conceal. ^ I 
know not,' faid (he, ^ how it happens, but 
I feel, my dear Mary, as if you had efcaped 
a danger. / do not like this Mr. Brown : 
I blefs God you have done with him and 
his filly wife. I fufpeft that neither the one 
nor the other potTefles a grain of generofity. 
When Mr. Brown called upon me to know 

the 
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the terms of my fchool, he informed me of 
the dreadful event which had clouded your 
profpefts in life. He mentioned, without 
any reference to the little provifion which 
now appears, your forlorn fituation, objeft- 
ed to thirty pounds a year, and propofed 
you as a half-boarder. ^ Did you know, fir, 
aflced I, * the unfortunate father of this young 
lady?' — 'Oh, yes,' replied he: 'we were 
many years intimate when young men. 
Poor Courtney did not forget me: his 
confignments were very confiderable in- 
deed! I have loft a good correfpondent 
by his death,' — ' Has the poor young lady 
no relations in this country ?' alked I. — 
* No,' anfwered he : 'Ihe had an uncle; but 
he fettled at Hamburg, and is I believe 
dead J for I have not heard of him for feveral 
years : and as to her mother, Ihe was an or- 
phan, and Courtney married her for love. 
He had ftrange notions, Mrs. Ward: but a 
man who is rich may do any thing ; and he 
did not live to fee difficulties. Poor fellow! 
he was as thoughtlefs and generous as a 
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princfe.' — * I heard this man with indigna^ 
tion/ continued Mrs. Ward, * and finally 
defired he would fend you to me on any 
terms, on condition they ihould be fecret 
ones, and that I fhould be at liberty to zSt 
relatively to your fituation with my pupils 
as I judged proper. He eagerly clofed with 
this offer, and propofed twenty pounds a 
year for your board and drefs/ — I attempt* 
ed to fpeak.— •* Stop/ cried fhe, * I have 
not finilhed : I fhould not have been thus 
explicit without defign. I am not fo dif- 
interefted as your now palpitating heart con- 
ceives, though I do not deny the natives of 
my firfl: interference in your fevouri for the 
Beit>g whom it is my duty and my glory to 
imitate will not, I truft, rejeft them. I faw 
you i and in a very &ort tinsie I difcovered 
that I had made an excellent bargain^ which 
by the way oftener happens in the traffic of 
benevolence than fome very prudent peo- 
ple think poffible. I calculatied by Mr« 
Brawn's arithmetical tables, and I found 
jhat 1 gained by you i for your place at my 
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table did not coft me a penny, and your 
abundant wardrobe has prevented nearly 
ey^Ty want of a fupply. Your needlework 
has anfwered to every trifling contingency, 
and your twenty pounds have annually paid 
your different mailers. Thus balanced, 
you perceive that I have pocketed all your 
dutiful and affedionate fervices, befides the 
credit of being generous, with a heart which 
has not yet learned to limit its grateful effu- 
fions.* She fmiled benignandy at the tears 
which fell from my eyes. * But now, my 
dear Mary/ continued Ihe, * come and for- 
ward my own felfiih purpofes; for, believe 
me, I have not forgotten them. Mifs Car»- 
rington is golftg to be married. Will you fup- 
ply her place on the fame terms of twenty 
pounds a year, and make me happy?' I 
grafped her hand. * Your fituation, my 
child, will not be fplendid,' refumed Ihe: 
*but it will be fafe; and that Providence 
which now opens to you an afylum for your 
youth and inexp€3"ience, will continue to 
proteft you by its power, whilft with virtue, 

humility, 
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humility, and perfcvering induftry, you me- 
rit its never- failing interpofition.' — * Oh !' 
cried I, falling on my knees, * let me here 
blefs and praife its merciful, its gracious, 
its unmerited favour ! ' 

" The excellent Mrs. Ward wept with 
tender fympathy j and, as I truft, had, in 
diat moment, a foretafte of the recompenfe 
which will, in another and better life, crown 
her benevolence. I was fhortly after in- 
ftalled in my office 5 in which if I did not 
fucceed, at leaft I exerted all the powers of 
my mind, with the unabating wifh of fo 
doing. In the peaceable exercife of my 
duty, in the confidence and approbation of 
my benefaftrefs, I remained till I reached 
my twenty- fecond year. Time had foftened 
my rugged nurfe, Adverfity :— alas ! per- 
haps it had done more^ it had perhaps 
erafed from my memory her awful and 
inftruftive leffons. Again fhe returned 
with the chailening rod; again did my 
finking foul fhrink from the fufpended blow. 
— It fell 5 but with, mercy. Mrs. Ward 

was 
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.was fuddenly feized with an apopleftic fit, 
J was with her at the moment, and thought 
I few her' expire, and with her my own 
happinefs. Fortunately, the means prompt- 
ly applied were efficacious : Ihe gradually 
recovered her mental faculties, and fomc 
degree of bodily ftrength ; but one fide was 
rendered irrecoverably ufelefs. Her good 
and afFedlionate daughter, who had married 
and fettled in Devonlhire, and had, on the 
firft notice of her mother's danger, attended 
her. in perfon, ufed fuch arguments as in- 
duced Mrs. Ward to give up her fchooL 
Her extreme feeblenefs enforced this mea- 
fure, and hafliened its execution, I was left 
by my friend a« a precious depofit with 
Mrs. Wilfon, and with a fpecial charge to 
leave my future deftination entirely to her 
care, and olx ho account to quit my new 
afylum without her concurrence. 

" With Mr. arid Mrs. Wilfon I had only 
thofe regrets which they could not remove, 
but which the improving ftate of my mother, 
for fo I am permitted to call Mrs. Ward, 

greatly 
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greatly alleviated. Mn Wilfon wai affidu- 
oufly engaged in teaching his fons Latin. 
My lelfure induced a defire of learning it, 
and I became his pupil alfo. In my pro- 
grefs I found it of fo much advantage to 
my knowledge of general grammar, and to 
thofe languages in which I had already made 
fbme proficiency, that I went fiirther into it 
than 1 had at firft thought of doing. My 
inftruftor was able, and I was diligent -, and 
that which at the commencement was a dry 
tafk, became an inexhauftible fource of 
rational pleafure. 

*' Mrs. Ward, after two years' patience, 
iaw her views for me fuccefsful. She placed 
me with a lady who had been the friend 
of her youth, and whofe attachment ha4 
refifted all the influence of time and circum- 
fiances. In an elevated fituation, her heart 
had conftantly acknowledged the lefs pro- 
iperous Mrs. Ward ; and fhe refigned to 
her judgment the firll objefts of her cares. 
She had two daughters ; and to thefe young 
ladies I became governefs, with an intereft. 

in 
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in the family that no merit of which I can 
with juftice boaft could have procured me. 
In this eligible fituation I have remained till 
within thefe few weeks. The mother T>f 
my pupils is now at Nice j her health re- 
quiring the air of a milder fky than ours, i 
was over-ruled in my intention of accompj^- 
nying the family, by Mrs* Ward, who had, 
jointly with her friend, prepared the mind 
of Mrs. Necdham for an adoption of their 
kindnefs and confidence in refpeft to me. I 
have paired the holidays with her; and 
without detrafting from that fentiment of 
gratitude which I owe to her hofpitality and 
flattering good will, I think I know the 
motive which has principally governed her 
condud, and influenced my friend's advice 
that I fhould remain in England. Yes^, 
my dear mifs Wentworth, I do know it, and 
it is time that you alfo fhould know it.. 
Tour interefty your bappinefs^ fuggefted the 
meafure, and urged the means. Mrs. 
Needham loft ho time in placing before 
me her difficulties in regard to you ; with 

thofe 
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impediments which had fruftrated every 
benevolent purpofe of your improvement, 

" ^ Mifs Wcntworth/ faid (he to me, 
f poflefiTes all thofe powers of underftanding, 
all tbofe qualities of mind, which the moft 
enlightened parent would Covet for a child. 
But indolenccj mental and bodily indolence, 
deprefs the one, and threaten to lay wafte 
and corrupt the other. No intereft impels 
me to charge myfelf with a pupil, from 
whpm I can expeft nothing but vexation 
and difgrace, unlefs a fpeedy reformation 
can be efiev^ed : but I know the extreme and 
iniftaken fondnefs of her guardians, and I 
dread her falling into the hands of thofe for 
whofe integrity I cannot be fo refponfible 
as for my own, Thb child is no common 
fubjefti nature has deftined her to aft a 
part both honourable and ufefiil, and her 
deviations will be attended with evils pro* 
portioned to thofe faculties which fhe neg- 
ledls or abufes. I have fometimes been 
dllpofed to confider this filigular averfion 
to every fpecies of aftivity, as arifing, in 

part. 
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part, from the climate in which ihe was 
; born, and in which fhe has lived till within 
thefe two years ; but this opinion yields 
. before the conviction which daily preffes 
upon me the true caufe that has fo power- 
fully operated upon her conilitution both 
mental aad corporal ; and from which all 
the evils which threaten her may be with 
certainty deduced. Thefe are, the early 
. habits of her infancy, and the unreftrdned 
indulgence which fince that period has not 
. only permitted but encouraged them. Her 
. friends feem ; to have fought for no other 
igratiiication than that of feeing her grow up 
,to maturity in lupine negligence and un« 
thinking eafe. Sheltered by the c<are cf 
, others, furrounded by weialth aiid unlimited 
, abundance, they have appeared to regard 
; her as <>ne exemptied from the duties of a 
rational and the .ufefulnefs of a focial being; 
and foltcitoiis not only to fupply her wants, 
but even to prevent her wifhesj they think 
. t;hey perform that duty which is at once the 
. objed of their anxious c^re and benevolent 
vot« II. I, purpofe* 
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purpole. But, my dear inifs Courtney, 
they do not underftand this young creature, 
nor cakdate the dangers they are preparing 
for her. I have ftudied her widi all tha^ 
attention «nd experience I poiTefs. I am 
certain diat there may yet be found a remedy 
for thefe evils. Nature by no means con- 
curs with this apparent fiodifulnefs ^ nothing 
can be more remote from her iiatural cha- 
n&ev', for fiere all is a£tive and ardent. 
She is endowed With a vigorous mind, a 
high ipirit, and a quick fenfibility ; flie is 
generous even to profufion ; fteady iif her 
attachments, and fonned to communicate 
happin^fs : this principle is fb innate in her, 
diat it has reiiiled ev^n the prevailing influ- 
ence of lazinefs in a variety of inftanceis, 
and I have feen her aftive for anodiier, when 
nothing perfon^ would have tempted her to 
walk acrofs the room. She would indig- 
nantly and obftin^dy mei^t feverity ; nor * 
doe* it enter into <tty codfe df fei^^ neither 
will my duty permit me to attend efxcliifiv*- 
ly to this interefting and unfertlinate child. 
^ * You 
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You appeared tometx>h6z proper agent to 
fupply this inability on my part ; and my 
opinion has been amply fan^oned, not 
<jnly by my friend Mrs. Ward, but by the 
teftimony of your virtue and talents, which 

4ady N left behind her* I have ufed 

<every , argument to induce Mr. and Mrs. 
Delmy to engage you as private govemefs 
to mifs Wentwprth. They are too wife 
and too good to of^ofe truth, and they 
ingenuoufly acknowledged the neoeffity of 
changing their plans in refpe6l: to this far 
vouritje child ; but Mrs* Debny with tears 
confefled that it could never be eiefted un^^ 
der her roof. They then urged me to the 
adoption of thecourfelnowpropof^for your 
acceptance^ proxnifmg that your conditions 
will never reaph their generofity. Mifs 
Wentworth at her return is to be a parlour- 
boarder, and entirely under your dircjftion 
and inftru^oms. I "have already fecured 
another lady to fupply miis Paget's place, 

and «ow only wait your decifion ShaU I 

confefs -to you, my dear'yoiing lady, that I 

was 
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was by no means flattered by a dlftin Aion to 
which pecuniary advantage and comparative . 
eafe were annexed ? It is however true. I 
was even troubled and difinayed by the ap* 
prehenlion that the duty was beyond my 
abilities. Mrs. Needham perfuadeA mc^ 
and my mother fecondedher. You appeared^ 
md I yielded. 

'^ Every meafure fince purfued has been 
at my difcredon*; and it now depends on you 
to avail yourfelf of the wifhes and purpoies 
of your friends. You have talentSj if you 
choofe to cultivate them 5 you have powers 
and endowments of mindj if it be yourplea- 
iure to employ them; you have health and 
i^rength^ fpirits and youth. What inefti- 
mable treafures ! • • .Will you abufe them ? 
You have inftrudlion^ precept^ example, and 
patient kindnefs. Will you rejeft them ? 
Clwofe, andfpeedily^ whether theie invaluable 
jgifts are to be honourably cultivated and 
emjdoyedj or funk in fioth and ignorance. 
Be not deceived by the fmiling and betray- 
ing faOe of your profperous fortune m your 

adoption 
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adoption of the part you are called upon to 
take. Be afiured that ta the mpft devated 
condition a[ human life are annexed du« 
ties which demand all our a^ive powers ; 
and be aiTured likewife, that the moft ele« 
vated condition cannot . inftire you from 
the wretched ftate of an enfeebled mind «nd 
body ; for the vi(5tim of Aoth is expofed to 
danger from fees too contemptible to be 
feared by any who are fenfible of their own 
powers, and of their impdtence. We have 
met as friends^ and 2i& friends we will con^- 
tinue— or part : for, without giving up my 
claims to that modefty, which with me is 
the teft of a well-ordered mind and a cul-» 
tivated underftanding, \ will tell you franlo- 
ly, that J rate my abilities, and value my 
time, too highly, to lavifh either one or the 
other on incorrigible idlenefs, or ftubborn 
indocility. With a word, you will find your 
piano-forte in my apartment, which is de- 
Ained for our fole ufe : with a wwd, your 
different mailers will return to a duty which 
they willengage in with pleafurea whUft they 

find 
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find their time fi3amthing better thtn « 
met^ exchange £ir your money, i ivi]l gire 
you tny word^ th^t in one year's application 
you ftiety yifet redeem lour or five which yiya 
ha*^ fufl^ed to ^fcape you. Read this ki> 
ter ^itk attention : it -will teach you to efi:i« 
inate y^t prefent condition propcriy* It 
^H ftta^ you how iafccure, how unftaWej 
y-our frefent rfefources are. It will point 
but to you Aote on which you may rely witk 
ftiene permanent hope am! be^tcer grounded 
expeftation ^ -but it will fail aliogetiier in 
te pui-pofe, if It do not op6n your heart to 
the importatfit and juft reproof direfted to 
The 'ajnprbfitabte fervant who hid his lotd% 
•jnohey^in the^rth.' 

^^ I remain, -Itc. &c. 

The »neKt mofning, at breakfkft, Mrs, 
Warren refumed thte fubj^aft of the preoed- 
tngeyening. *^ You have/' faid ihe, *^ by this 
•time attained a. knowledge of mi& Court- 
ney, now fedy "G^mmmm . and i ^doubt not 

but 
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but th^yQjA %ra V©U cj^p^fed tx>.«fteetR 4ft4r 
love her. It oixly r^patain? for me to &y, 
that fhe afte4 iipon niy mro4 witfi ^. in* 
fluence whicfe might, gjnipft b@ caU/a^ wagi- 

<»L Tchirefembte mk Qo.vrm^y, to. #> 
what miffl Courtney 4^ ^?. Ae gpY^mtog^ 
principle, of every part p| my cpjwiuA j • ^r¥t 
always difpojfed %o : extri^infis, J; e^rr\^ tay 
agiduity to a pitch that ftof hing fefe th.^ 
her friend^xip WQuId hajye ta|er^s4f Vic-^ 
torious over myfe^f, I now bogw to t^ft^ 
the recQinp^nfe of my applic^iieft. M$ 
drivings, decorated Mrt. C^y's dir^ff^gf 
r«wi J I wa3 caJPlgd WK y([%h {o»d^ dpiigbfe tg 

fing ^ndptey to h§r fri^d? i *n4iM^ R©ir 
cay on tiptoe, hi§ venefabfe %e t)*»iniQg 

with pride ^d pk^fu^, wquW M^tQ rey 
idle iMrattlf^ in French, witl>^ natiy-e of t^t 
country yfho W4S iutin?^te in thi^ far^iiyf 
Jtfo jncitepi^nts werci likp thefg pjecfQuj 
qnies : ^y father's ^pprol^ation ^ccpmj^ 
pied thej3i : he now \>eg^n to look Ibfw^f^ 
to his reunion with a ^hild, who he b^^d I^^en 

-taught to hope would %isfy his fQ^Jeft 

wifhes— 
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wUhes but who was not permitted to hear 
a lather's blefling — for about this time I 
had the misfortune of lofing him. 

^^ In the alFeAion and under the guar- 
dianifaip of Mr. Dekny^ confolation was not 
dtftant ; and tranquillity Iboa fucceeded this 
firft forrow of my life. Something yet re- 
mained for me to do> in order to be tha 
exaft model of mifs Courtney. It was ne- 
ceflary that I ihould know Latin^ and help 
Mrs. Wilfon to make my frocks and petti- 
coats into fuch as fuited her children* Mrs. 
MTillbn, delighted with a projeft fo confo- 
riant to her wilhes, prepared for our recep- 
tion> and mifs Courtney and my felf became 
her guefts in the fummer. The Latin was 
not forgotten : but needle-work of all kinds 
foori wearied me^ and does fo ftill. A little 
cart, and Emily Wilfon by my fide, were 
temptations not to be refifted j the frocks, 
&c., were left to mifs Courtney ; whilft I, 
under the care and guidance of Mr. Wilfon, 
was driving my companion, and gaining 
/Irength, aftivity, and the colour of a milk-, 

m^idf 
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maid. Our vifits to thefe amiable people 
were from this time anmiaU and theDelmys, 
who carried bleflings wherever they entered, 
contrived to diffufe them in fuch a manner 
as fbed not a temporary joy only, but a 
durable comlbrt : for young Wilfon is now 
in Mr. Delmy's fervice as head clerk, and 
his younger brother is his agent in Jamaica.' 
At fifteen I quitted Mrs. Needham's hoiife 
with a fenfe of thofe obligations which time 
can never erafe fromTny mind. Mifs Court- 
ney Ihared with me the hearts and the com-- 
forts of my home. 

'^ At nineteen Mr. Warren took it inta 
his head to marry tjie flattern j for I never 
could arrivie at my friend^s elegant neatneis*. 
Mr. andMrs. Delmy thought him worthy of 
their charge $ and, taking into the account 
their partial love of me, a higher eulogiunv 
IS needlefs. 

** Afiairs relative to my property in Ja- 
maica obliged us to make a voyage thither 
inimediately after my marriage. Mr. Warren 
gfliduoufly cultivated a tafte, which his par- 
tiality 
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tUljiCy for me ftt*odiiced in him : we both 
loved rdtirement; and rending^ and both 
fpisnd we had refoyr^^e^f&r xh^ QW and ple^- 
Aire from the other. Qur r^^iidafia^ in th<^ 
iflaod nqw drev to ^ period* Vaf ioMft ujnfore- 
feen. delays had prQcraftinaeod* it bayond our 
limited time. Wehad foen fQur yeiu's dapih 
inftead of two> sml bi$g;iii .tp fount ihe week$ 
which would r^ftore u$.to our de»f IriepdiB 
iQJLondon: but Jamaica h»d it$. 4ing^rs> 
from which I WW n^ defttned tQj^&gpe, 
A yiQl^t l^vef deprived pje in ^fi hQur of 
full fecurity, and, as I con^fiiy^, pf ic^f^r- 
pliete felicity . . . of tb^.beft ...,,...•.. ." 
Mrs, W»rrei\ ft<^peid. , 'S • . . • • l^f me/' 
ikid ihe, with eyies ftreaming jvkh te^rs, 
!' pafe on to the moRiftnt when I foprjd ffjyfelf 
in the confoling arras of Mt^- P^lmy . .. k 1 
.cannocthinkof thofe evQnt&.wliich f loaded 
every profpeft of my life during ipy Jafl: fii^ 
months ftay in Jam^ic^. . . 

" During my abfence from Engird,, mife 
Courtney had been the cherifhed gueft wd 
the qomfort of t^he good Delmys j and nty^r 

would 
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w^mH hwt (|uitted their prqte^ionj. h^ 
iK)t fir Geprge G— — perjuaded her an4 
them that fhe was neceffarjr to his happiiiei^,' 
JHehad married his eldeft daughter, anji had 
ip^ly Qne <:hild hefide?, too young to fupplf 
to him thofe domeftic comforts which hf 
was ' formed to want and to communicate, 
JPt^ces G ■■ " was ooly (even ye;arjs old, 
iwd Jber fether by this marriage fecurjed to Hct 
advantages not kfs important tlian liis own 
jiappinrfs. You will fee this youog hdf 
fthis morning, and I think you will .acknowr 
Jedge ia her manners another* evidence of 
ijbe extraordinary merit of her sxiothcr/'^-^ 
*^ We will lofe then," replied I, '* no limQ. 
X&u Itave uied great pains to convince me 
that you are a c^ of lady G . ■ » . I .am fo 
.-fatisfied with it, that I wfti much w afeer.- 
JSftin a ppint hitherto dQubjful t^ me, I ' 
J^giY^ heard that examples are to be f^nd 
rip ' which die ichojar has outriyalled tJbe 
iiwftftr: I am jdi%ofed to betieve tfaij;, 
when * nature tends a. grace b^eyond the rukjs 
l^f^rt'/ and you are," faid liiniling, " her 

favourite 
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fitvourite child, and I cannot believe ^at 
(he would give you upi even to a lady 






We immediately repaired to lady G — 's. 
I confefs to you, my Eliza, that, pleafed as 
I was with this lady, and much as I admire 
and efteem her, Mrs. Warren ftood the 
competition with a degree of intereft witk 
me, which rendered me perhaps a partial 

judge. Lady G 's mind appears to 

have taken a certain colouring . from the 
events of her life, which is often miftaken 
for cold negleft, if not fupercilious pride, 
by thole who do not intereft hen The fim* 
pHcity of Mrs. Warren's heart iheds an 
undefcribable grace on her mpft indi^erent 
aaions. Every oiie loves her, from the 
perfuafion that fhe loves them. A certain 
abfence of/elf^ a certain good will to others, 
"^anifefts itfelf in her moft ordinary inter- 
courfe. She is ferved by her domeftics with 
a zeal and an alacrity of which I have ieen 
few examples ; for it appears to me as if 
they all perfuaded themfelves that (he was a 

darling 
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ikrling child^ or fome fuch precious depofit, 
committed to their charge. This fweetnds 
of temper^ this innate goodnefs^ is the ^ci«- 
nating charm which lulls envy to repbfe ; 
for no one envies Mrs. Warren. Lady G — *s 
referve difappears in the company of thofe 
whom ihe efteems; while the powers of 
her mind, and the charms of her converfa* 
tion^ diftinguifh her as fuperior to mod wo- 
men. Mrs. Warren on thefe occafions looks 
around her with an air of triumphs and de- 
lights in the attention (he fees paid to her. 
The animated gaiety of the one is happily 
contrafted by the folid, and> if I may be al- 
lowed to ufe the term, the argumentative 
underftanding of the other. Mrs. Warren 

is never fo lively as with lady G : this 

fhe calls prqvoking her, till, forgetting her 
purpofe, Ihe infenfibly difcovers a folidity 
of judgment that calls for all the ftrength 

of lady G -. The worthy Mr. and Mrs. 

Dehny live entirely in the country, and in 
the neighbourhood of fir George G-^-x-. 
My friend divides het time with them. H*r 
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hx<t vifit tit> mt was the firft time of her 
feeing London fince her return to England^ 
except in paffing through it. She threaten^ 
it ftiall be the lafiy unlefs we pafs feme 
time with her father and mother (fo fhe calls 
the Ddmys) next fummer. Your grand* 
father, with the gallantry of a man of forty, 
and the fincerity of one of feventy, has de*- 
clared himfelf her captive, and engaged for 

obedience. Lady G confiders herfelf 

included in this arrangement, and writes me 
word that Frances is all diligence in the ex- 
peftation of feeing the ndouhtable Eliza 
Palmerftone, whom, notwithftanding, flie is 
more difpofed to love th^in to fear. 

Adieu, my dear child ! You will not dif- 

« 

«ippoint the expeftations of your friends, nor 
difgrace , . 

Your tender and 

AfFeftionate mother, 

ANGELICA PAJLM£RSTOKK. 
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th£ pearl necklaci; 

OR THE 

HISTORY OF MISS HANWAY. 



MY DEAR ELIZA, 

The events which occurred in our late eic-» 
curfion down to N-— Appear to h^vc 
made a rety deep impreflion on your mind. 
Nether the novelty of the fc^ne hor the 
Variety of your amufeitiefits feemed o> 
iveakeii itft force; and fince your feturh 
home you have recurred to them again and 
again. Tliere is nothing in this to furpriie 
lae i nt>r will you be at any lofs to account 
for d»e intemft thefe dr^umftanc^s hav6 
with you, wh«ft you hkvt Head this letteh 
We tirtll, in order to inveftigate the fub- 
jeft more fully, «nter ihto a detail of the 
e^eilt^ which hav€ thus fordblj laid hold 
ofy^urmind. 

You 



i5o 

You are no ftranger to your grandfather's^ 
attention and tendernefs to his horfes : he 

determined to leave them at C 1 durbg 

our fliort ftage to Vernon Park, which lay 
twelve or fourteen miles out of our direft 
road, and to meet them the next morning. 
On entering C we found the town in 

an unufual buftle : it was the affize week, 
and the judge was that inftant going into 
the court. 

At the inn we met with an unexpefted 
impediment to our defign. The horfes 
which we wanted were in their pafture at 
fome diftancei delay was inconvenient to 
us, we having appointed to be at Mr*. 
Aqkerman's by dinner, and knowing that fixe 
had invited friends exprefsly to meet ua« 
We rjgluftantly refolved therefore to pro- 
ceed with our own horfesj when Joftfh en- 
tered the room to inform w that one of the 
leaders had fomebow galled his Jhionlder^ 
at the fame time iiifinuating that ^ the road 
was not the belt m the worM.' I obviated 
at once a difficulty which I well knew wouki 

render 
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render your gf indfather luieafy for the whole 
of the day : I propofed drel&ng at the iniii 
whilft the innkeeper fent a perfon for his 
hories. This arrangement was adopted: 
but^ on afking for a bed-chamber^ I was told 
that they were all occupied except the land- 
lady 's own room, which was at my fervice. 
I accepted it with thanks, and fhe immedi» 
ately led the way to it. 

On entering the apartment, we were fur* 
prifed by the fight of a girl of about your 
own age, who was tied to the bed-poft, and 
was weeping bitterly; the mother, as it ap- 
peared, having in her zeal for our accommo- 
dation forgotten the culprit fhe had confined 
there. She looked confufed, and faid, "You 
fee, ladies, a very naughty girl ; but I will 
remove her inftantly," untying as Ihe Ipoke 
the ribbands that fattened her. — "What 
fault has ihe committed?" alked you in a 
tone of pity. — "Oh ! my dear young lady," 
replied the good woman, "I am aihamed to 
tell you ; but every one will hear of her 
difgrace ! She has gotten a fad and wicked 

voLt ir. M trick 



trick of purbining every thing that takti 
her fancy ; and ydlerday fhe brought from 
fchool a filver thfmble> akhou^ (he ha^ 
one of her oWn« and knetv flie had it in her 
poicket : fhe tras feen by her iriiftreis to 
take the one in queftion from the W5rk-bag 
of one of the fcholars. Thk i% not her firft 
oSence by many ; and if fhe be not torreft^ 
ed fhe will bring her parents to fhame aiid 
forrow, and herfelf to utter ruin. Yei/* 
added fhe, turning to the weeping girl^ 
wHilft her Voice rofe to angers **yes! ydU 
will come to the fame wretched ciMditioll 
as the ladiei who are to be tried to-day for 
theft; and like them you may tome to 
the gallows !" 

The diftrefs of the poor child, and our 
limited time for our toilet, prevented any 
inquiries relative to the fingular trial t6 
tvhich the landlady alluded : I therefore dif- 
mifTed them, recommending lenity to the 
one, and better behaviour to the other. 

At our friend's, we met a numerous party 
afTembled. After dinner the converiation 

tumed 
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tamed on t^e extr^KMrdiaaFy trial which we 
had heard mentioned ^t the inn : it ieemed 
to intereft every qne prefent ; ar>d it was bo 
wi^i^dafj for feveral of Mrs, Ackerman's 
guef^s kAew the young ladies, and had fre- 
quently iiM!t thfsm in fociety. They were 
fiftefSj ^nd daughters of a very rerpe6):able 
oflicer isr the army : happily their parents 
were decealed. Their fortunes were not 
abundantj but fuiixcient to fupport them in 
independence : their education and con- 
nexions gave them a place in fociety at 
once honourable and fecure: and to thefe 
advantages they brought youth and beauty 
and pleafant manners : few had rejcfted thefe 
recommendations ; and few young people 
in the town or its vicinity enjoyed more 
notice and favours They were notwithf- 
ftanding aftually under profecution at the 
fuit of a very relpeftable fhopkeeper at 

C , on the charge of having clandeftine- 

Jy taken from his fhop various articles, fuch 
as lace, muflini ribb^iid, &c. Si:c. 

They h^d b^en imprifoned fome weeks, 

and 
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and were that day to appear on trial. ** Will 
they be hanged ?'* afked you with almoft 
breathlefs terror. A gentleman next you, 
with great tendel'nefs, explained toyou the 
nature of their offence, and the degree in 
which it was- amenable to the laws of their 
country. He concluded by faying, *f They 
muft appear in court, in order even to be 
acquitted : the profecutor is a worthy hu- 
mane man, and has adopted fuch mea- 
fures as will fecure them from fiirther dif* 
grace. If he appear, they muft be con- 
victed : they are fenfible of his lenity, and 
li^ean to retire immediately from this part 
of the world." 

You liftened with the profoundeft atten- 
tion to his difcourfe, and with eager curiofi- 
ty to the different opinions which were fup- 
ported. Since your return home you have 
related this ftory to all your friends, not 
omitting the innkeeper's daughter. 

Laft night you refumed the fubjeft with 
me : you obferved, that it yet feemed in- 
credible to you, that thefe ladies Ihould be 

a<flual]y 
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adlually guilty of the crime laid to their 
charge. You contended alfo for the inno- 
cence of the girl. . " She might heedlefsly 
have occafioned the fufpicions of her fchool- 
feIlows...,flie might be falfely accufed.,..flie 
mighty fuppofing (he took the thimble^ have 
no intention of keeping it," &c. I attend- 
ed very ferioufly to your arguments -, for it 
was innocence pleading for the unfortunate: 
but I was 'obliged, in my turn, to recall to 
your memory the fafts which your com- 
panion had overlooked. The fhop had 

been re eatedly robbed. Mr. S- fuf- 

peded thoie whom he. employed in it. His 
precautions did not conceal thefe fufpicions, 
The perlbns who were the objedts of them 
were ftimulated, by a regard for their own 
honour and' character, to as great a degree 
of vigil^ce as their mafter. They heed- 
folly obferved every perfon who entered 
the fhop. They detefted thefe ladies. Their 
meafures were taken. Again and again 
they faw them convey things into their muffs 
and pockets. At length, on perceiving one 

of 



of them^fecrete a piece of l«ce> they flopped 
them : a fearch enfued ; and the lace, with 
other articles, was ibmid concealed about 
them. Their lodgings were next vifited; 
and feverai articles bearing Mr, S— 's 
mark were found in them, and to which he 
and his people fwore. It is," continued I, 
" fhocking to the mind to admit iuchfadts 
as thefe -, and I ftill hope die many tales of 
this fort are unfounded in truth : btit 4 <io 
not fee how we can rejeft fuch "evideAce 
as tits.*' You were fiient. At length chan- 
ging yoitr ground,. you faid, " At any ra*e, I 
muft think Mr, S — ■ — very iifhtmian w 
profecute them. Is he not relpohfible for 
all the mifery and ruin which now await 
thefe unhappy yoiH^ women ? Ought he fiot 
to have reproved them fecretly, .and placed 
before them the dreadful confequences of 
perfifting in fuch di%raceful crimes? Would 
Bot you have afted thus ?" afked you. 'J 
will repeat my anfwer here. I told ycm, 
I could not decide on what might have been 
the refult of my weaknefs, or, if it pleafed 

you 
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7i)u fetter, xnycompaillQn^ Jiad|l?een called 
to the iamepajjiiful duty : ^^ bii^t/' continu- 
ed I^ << ^e muft not /Ebrget xhe obligations 
we are under to fodety. The invafion of 
the n^^ and property of others contains 
in it ar> i^ijuftice fo flagrant, that it is the in- 
tercut and ,duty of every one ]Co check the 
teqiptatioMi by puniftung the offender. Le- 
nity may, and pften does, miftake its pur- 
pole i and, Ipy the pardon it grants to one 
criiiMrwJ, encourages »any to expeft the 
f^nte e;:i^emption from difgrace and punifh- 
. tnent. It 13 with the view to .deter from 
vicious actions that pains and penalties are 
a^r^xed to tlbie cojnmiflion of them . I do not 
jee on what ground thefe ladies could plead 
for fpecial favour « nor do I believe that 
you hiive exaftly examined the motives 
which (6 powerfylly excite your commife- 
ration. The only allowable extenuation for 
them cannot be urged. It was.r^ot neceflity 
thait impelled them to theft, They cannot 
foften the rigour of juftice by pleading ig- 
norance, and the vicious habits of uninftriift- 

ed 
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ed life j for thefe ofienders had not only the 
reftraints of education, but thofe of honour^^ 
of the rank they held in fociety, and a quick 
fenfe of (hame, to deter them. 

*' Let us compare with thefe young ladies 
a poor half-naked wretch, who fteals a cloak 
to cover herfelf from the cold, or a loaf of 
bread to fatisfy her hunger. Place, my Eliza^ 
, thefe elegant and falhionable girls by die 
fide of a creature thus forlorn ! condemned 
by the hard circumftances of her condition 
to mental darknefs, and ftimulated by aftual 
want ; rendered daring by hardlhip,' and * 
infenfible to all fhame but that which in- 
cludes corporal punifliment ; and then ba- 
lance the motives by which each muft have 
been impelled to an aft of difhonefty, and 
thofe which each had to oppofe to the 
temptation. If juftice were not wifely re- 
ftrainecl by law, would (he not fay, in the 
one cafe, * Thou haft ftrietched forth thy 
hand and haft taken what thou needeft, but 
it was not thine to take : — depart in peace, 
and fin no mort/ But with what a fevere 

frown 
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frown would Ihe contemplate thofe ofienders 
who had been aftuated by no motives but 
thofe of a frivolous and debafing vanity^ or 
the more miferable fuggeftions of avarice ! 
What would and ought to be faid to thefc, 
' and fuch as thefe, who have, in defiance of 
decorum, of example, and of a better know- 
ledge, boldly ovcrftepped the fences of 
confcience and honour ; who have repeatedly 
defrauded another, by deliberate and con- 
certed plans J and who have wickedly fliel* 
tered themfelves by their remotenefs from 
fufpicion, at the fame time implicating the 
innocent, unfortunately within its reach; who 
have enjoyed without remorfe a reputation 
which they knew they had forfeited, and feen, 
it may be, a fellow creature deprived, by 
their fecret crime, of an honeft name, and 
the bread which depends on it ? RccoUeft, 
that no condition of life can plead an apo- 
logy for vice. If mercy admit of any extenu- 
ation for wickednefs, it mult and it ought to 
be referved for ignorance, and for thofe 
whofe condition in life expofes them to the 

fnares 
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fnares and examples of the unpriocipleds 
and CO the wants and tempt9ftk>n$ of wreccbr 
ednefs." 

I have been led nmch furdier into thtg 
fubjeft than would have been neceffary, 
were you not ftill to be informed tliat it i^ 
afferted by many that fuch examples of 
depravity are not unfrequent. Happily I 
have never had any better evidence of a faA 
of this nature, than public report, except in 
the inftance before us. I fhouid hope that 
die credit given to many tales of a fimilar 
kind which have cir enlaced, bek>ngs^racher 
CO a love of the manrellous, than to a con^ 
viiliofl of their truth. 

I (hall finiih this letter with the relation of 
a very melancholy event, communicated W 
me by a young married lady whom I 6^t^ 
merly met at Tunbridge. It is fo applicable 
to the foregoing fubjeft, that I engage in the 
detail of it with cheerfulnefs : it appears tQ 
ime peculiarly calculated tp ^nforcne tb^t 
fleflbn, which in youth is fo eflfentiai that it 
forms the bafis oh whigh alone virtue can 
8 fecyrely 
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fecureljr reft. Remember, that no examples 
ofgoodnefs^ nor thetn^ happy indications 
of a virtuous dilpofition, will fecune you 
from the inroads of vice, without felf-oom- 
mand J ' and a iteady^ undeviating principle 
of reftitude \ and in order to acquire tbeife, 
you niuft exercife vigilance;, and habkuad 
confideratton, even in regard to what may 
SLppezr th^ common ZTxd ordinary aftions of 
your life ; but I cannot repeat it too dften, 
admit no fuch acceptation : the moral ac- 
tions of an imfnortalbeing are all important, 
as.cbeyiail tend, in fome degree, to his de- 
gradation or exaltation. 

Mrs. Ediiigford and -myfdif became ac- 
quainted by means of a common friend; and 
when riiis lady quitted Tunbridge, our 
intercourse, which had been frequent, was 
ftill more intimate. We had made an 
appointment to go to the ball given by 
the n*after of the ceremonies, and Mrs. 
Eriingford had engaged to call on me in 
her way to the rooms. Within half an hour 

of 
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of her expefted arrival, I was, whilft finifh- 
ing the bufinefs of the toilet, fuddenly feized 
with a faintnefs and giddinefs in my head. 
Your father, who was with me, was alarmed 
—-but without reafon, for I recovered in a few 
minutes. Fearful, however, of the complaint 
returning, by my expofing myfelf to heated 
and crowded rooms, he urged me to give 
up the ball. I inftantly complied, on con- 
dition that he fliould not : and he acceded 
to thefe terms. 

Knowing that my friend would be with' 
me before my meflage could reach her, I 
referved my apology till flie came, and, dir 
vefting myfelf of fome of my fuperfluous 
finery, quietly placed myfelf on the fopha. 
In a few minutes Ihe entered, received my 
excufes, and commended my prudence; but 
declared that Ihe would not leave me till 
Mr. Palmerftone's return, '* which,'* added 
Ihe, fmiling, " will, I am fure, be as foon 
as he can fecure his honour; for he looks 
like a banilhed man," Your father allowed 

the 
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the truth of her obfervation : we perfevered, 
and he reluftantly quitted us. 

When left to ourfelves, I made her 
fome compliments on her drefs, which was 
remarkably elegant, and I particularly no- 
ticed a very fine firing of pearls which hung 
on her bofom, and to which was affixed a 
laree hair locket fet round with diamonds. 
I remarked their fize and perfeft water, and 
added * that I had never feen any more 
beautiful.' " Yes," anfwered fhe, ^* they 
are very fine ones, but," prefling the locket 
gently as fhe fpoke, '^ they have cofl me 
very dear.'* Not perceiving her meaning 
at once, I replied, ^ I did not doubt it, for 
they were very valuable/ ** I did not ad- 
vert to the price ^** replied fhe, " for of that I 
know nothing ; they were my mother's, 
whom I lofl when an infant, and as her 
legacy I now poflefs them." Shefighed, and 
a tear gliftened in her eye. ** But, my dear 
Mrs. Palmerflone," added fhe, " I never fee 
this necklace without recalling to my mind 
'the mofl fad and trying hours of my life. I 

fee," 
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lce»*' coiHmiied {he, *^ that I have excited 
your curiofity, and I will, if you pkafe, gra- 
tify it." I bowed, and fhe proceeded. 

"At tbe.deathof my mother, my father's 
Mer took charge of me and the family. 
We lived conftaatly in the country > oar 
neighbourhood wa$ numerous and genteel* 
A nobleman's feat and park were within 
five miles of us, and made the ornament 
and pleafure of the environs ; for the place 
Was one of the moil beaujtiful in Eftgland, 
and the pofleflbr of it the moft worthy and 
reipedable of men, » Our every-day, I may 
fay, our every-hour neighbour was a Mr. 
Hanway. He was a widower, and, like my 
father, had only a daughter who was nearly 
of the fame age with myfelf: but not hav- 
ing the comfort of a fi&er to fuperintend 
his family, mifs Hanway from ap infant 
had been configned to the care of a diitant 
relation of her mother, who lived very re- 
mote from him. 

^< His houfe and grounds bordered on 
my father's. A fmall wood, the common 

property 
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property of both, was the only boundary 
between us, and the friendfhip which united 
the proprietors rendered any other ufeteis. 
Mr. Hanway had repeatedly endeavoured 
to fteal away my father's fuperintendant, 
and had even contrived to bring him cor^ 
dially to fecond his defigns : but my aunt's 
tender aiSeftion for me, and attachment to 
her brother, fteadily oppofed themfelves to 
an union, which, under different circum- 
ftances, I have good reafon to believe would 
have met with her concurrence. 

" Mr. Hanway, in fubmitting to a refii* 
fal, loft neither her friendfhip nor his own 
good humour : he often talked pleafantly of 
her cruelty, which time had foftened, and 
wiflied his girl were a boj^ in order to be re* 
lated to her one way or other. 

'^ Of this daughter I heard continoallyi 
jind I felt for her a fort of intereft which 
bordered on affection. The death of. the 
lady with whom fhe had lived, and who had 
been for years lame and infirm, had occa- 
fioned a change in mifs Hanway's fituation. 

She 
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She had been placed in a good fchool in 
town, in which (he remained three years, 
paf&ng the vacations with a lady with whom 
Jier mother had refided before her marriage. 

** At length the long-wifhed-for and ex- 
pected time arrived : mifs Hanway returned 
to her paternal roof^ and at an age to take 
upon her the government of her father's fa- 
mily* She was approaching to her eigh- 
teenth year, and was very handfome and 
lively : with a good-humoured and oblig- 
ing temper, (he poffeffed many accomplilh- 
ments of fafliionable education, without va- 
nity or pretenfions. Our intimacy com- 
menced from the firft hour of her arrival : 
it was an event of common joy -, and our 
fathers, feeing with pleafure our growing 
attacLnent, had a path cut through the lit- 
tle wood in order to facilitate our commu- 
nication ; and thus laid the gardens open, 
and rendered the two habitations like one. 

*' Some months pafled with mutual fa- 
tisfadlion : we became daily more and more 
endeared to each other. At this period I 

was 
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Vas exhibited for the firil time at a formal 
dinner, at the houfe of one of our moft re-* 
mote neighbours, who redded but feldom 
at this feat. My worthy aunt was very fo- 
licitous to difplay me with all pofTible ad« 
vantage to this faihionable and fomewhat 
ftately family : a new drefs was prepared 
for the occafion; and my father, who waited 
in the drawing-room with unufual patience> 
and fome curiofity to examine me after the 
labours of my toilet, with fome perturbation 
tied round my neck this ill-fated firing of 
pearl, telling me it was my dear mother's 
gift. 

'^ The day proved extremely fultry, and 
we availed ourfelves of the polite entreaties 
of the lady of the houfe to prolong our vifit 
for a full though late moon. The only 
guefls befides ourfelves were inmates of the 
family, and confifted of two or three ladies 
and as many gentlemen, very fafhionable, 
and to me very unpleafant people. We 
reached home at a very late hour, and, ex- 
haiifled by our tedious vifit, and the ftill 
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temitiilng cloieneis of th^air^ turned into the 
eomttion (udng^room on alighting fi-om the 
axtizglG. My father^ no lefa weary than our*- 
ielves of a vifit of duU ceremony, inftantly 
retired to the library. The occurrences of 
the day were now chatted over by my aunt 
tod my (elf ; and I^ who had been indmidated 
by the inquifitoriaUodcS of the fine cown-bred 
ladies> indemnified myielf and my retumiog 
Yir acity by laughing at thtir adfeAed aifs. 
^^ During this time we were difeocumt 
bering oufleives.of our ornaments. I couJd 
notdiientaagle the knot which faftened my 
necklace. At my requeft, my aunt with 
more patience foon eSsi&icd it i (he gave it 
ttto my hand^ and I caj:defsly placed it on 
the fide^cuihion of the ibpha on which "Wt 
were feated^. and on retictng IdGb it there. 

5< On the following morning my aunt 
came intx> my bed-chamber yMa a blaql^ 
fl^agreen cafe in her hand, ^ You will Wfuij^ 
tbis,' faid ihc to me, ^ for your pearls. Whew 
are they ? I will put riMcm in /or you/ I in- 
ftandyi-ecoUefti^i my heedleflheis, and faid 
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t Dtoidd ^ch thmk. But I Kndl taiWetied 
fi>f too much* Ifeiifaeritiquiries Hor&arcfa'- 
iHg, meaftoes nor promiies^ 'were of any 
^^£s£L The mcklttce luui difl^peared^ 

" Mjr fa^h^) to add to ©ay conoernj feem- 
ed more diihirbed by this incideat than I 
had ever ieen him in my life» and the day 
pafied ia ufele& oxifufioH and fruitle& re-* 
grets« Some moi^shs i^oceeded, and I had 
reafon to think thit my &'tber had forgotten 
his chagrin in the fame degree at leaft as { 
wu recondHed to my lo&> 

** The jbn and heir of lord V—— now 
came of Bgt, and great preparatibns were 
made to Celebrate the e^isiit^ Invitations 
wene profufely ient round the country. A 
mafked ball aod fupp^ entered into the 
plan of amufementt. My friend and my- 
felf Were not emitted oh an occafion,, in 
which we were polii^y and good-humour«> 
^ly told that we ihould add to the pro«^ 
knifed pleafure. Thenovelty and expeded 
eclat of the iett engaged our more d^an 
ufiial fi4icitmle re^pe&ing bur dreflbs -, and 

• not 
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not farisfied with our own tafte. It was de- 
termined that we ihould both have fancy 
dreffes from London. They arrived at Mr. 
Hanway's, and a mefTenger was difpatched 
in hafte to announce to me this very im- 
portant news i the more welcome, as the 
delay of them had begun to alarm us, it 
being within two • days of our engagement 

at lord Vi *s. I ftaid late with my friend. 

Our orders had been exaftly obferved; all was 
in the moft elegant ftyle, and we anticipated 
with youthful vanity the expefted pleafure 
of fhowing ourfelves to advantage. 

*• Unfortunately, my eager defire of ex- 
hibiting my drefs to my aunt led me to 
refufe the preiTing folicitations of mifs Han« 
way to pafs the night with her. The even* 
ing was cold and wet; but I fpeedily reach- 
ed home, attended by a fervant loaded with 
band-boxes. This heedlefs impatience waai 
puniflied. I was feized with a violent tooths 
ach in the night, which entirely baniihed 
fleep, and the mX)rning difcovered a fwelled 
face and fome degree of fever. This bad 
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hews foon reached Sophia, and Ihe came 
in hafte to condole with me. The day paffed, 
and my pain augmented. In the evening 
the ball was given up, and the fervant who 
was dilpatched for the apothecary to draw 
the unlucky tooth was charged with our ex- 

cufes to lord V ?. Sophia remained with 

me till the operator appeared -, when, ac- 
knowledging her cowardice, fhe left me. The 
tooth was happily extrafted, and my firm* 
nefs recompenfed by a night of fweet re- 
pofe. 

** The next morning it rained without 
ceafing, and Sophia only heard of my ex- 
emption from pain. In the courfe of the 
mooning fhe wrote me a kind and fympathiz- 
ingnote expreffiveof her difappointment. 
This, although as kindly received, by no means 
lefTened my regrets : but I did my beft, per- 
ceiving that my good aunt was alfo vexed 
by this impediment, for which fheobferved 
with unufual acrimony, ' I had to thank 
myfelf/ The fwelling in my face was how- 
ever 
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ever fubfidedj snd I was wtthOQt pain ; aod 
I began after dinner to. compare with much 
fecrec difconoent the hazard of gomgt wth 
the mortification of ftaying at home* T}ie 
conclufion adcfed to my reftleifine&« 

^^ The violent rain had ceaiied» the even^ 
ihg promifed to be fair ; and. t watched the 
face of the clotida with penfive attention; at 
the window. * It will be a fine clear ii^fat 
after all^' faid my gaod-natured auntj look^ 
ing at my father* ^Suppctfe^ brother • . J 
She hefitated. ' . . • Siippofe, I fay^ we 
hazard a little for t^i$ poor k&?' My fa- 
ther had his ifears. I in my turn tooked, and 
he was fubdued. ^ Wdi,' faid he,. ' if fte 
be flck, you muft nurie her j but I bar dan- 
cing/ This decifion fentus to our drelEng* 
room in an inftant; but witk ali our dil^ 
patch we did not reach the caltie until the 
comp2^ny were aU aflembled in the great 
faloon^ 
<* On our arrival we entered inta a JinoH 

parlour, aod £$nt fop lord Y * w He 

joined 
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joined us imaiediately, and iweived wwitli 
his ufuai coa'diality, leading tk^ way M- the 
fiime m(»neQt ^ the fitloan* 

<<On entering the motley crowd, I Hmght 
direiMy for my fHend, aoticipating . the 
pleafuce of furprifing her* Knowing her 
drefs, I diibovered her with eafe ; fhe was 
engaged in converfation with a gentleman, 
and appaiently with gaiety and intereft^ I 
cautioufly advanced* and had juft reached 
her, when two or jthree ladies, iirm in araif 
ftopped me. In that momcoit fiMigp of my 
aftoniifament I my pearl necklace ftruck 
my eyes ! The locket wss then only piaio 
gold, and by no i&eans a fuitable appen^ 
dage to it. I fuppofe the gentleman wa« jobr 

he held it up and^Kamined it, fayii^ fame* 
thing that ofavioufly pela&edto ki and So* 
phia kughing di&ogaged it &om his jiand, 
and dropped it into her bpfomj J gi^zhfg 
immoveably all the time at her 1 

^^ Confounded aiul difmayed* I retired at 
tongth umd^fiervedi and iaHght my aunt. 

My 
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My intelligence furprifed her j and taking 
toy fadier's arm, they in their turn were 
convmced that mifs Hanway afhially wore 
the identical loft necklace. My father's for- 
mer agitations returned: we quitted the 
room inftantly, and retired to the fame par* 
lour into which we had been fhown on our 
arrival, 

^' My confufion equalled my Cither's 
anger. I knew mifs Hanway to be per- 
feftly informed of every circumftance rela- 
tive to my lofs. Her father, as juftice of the 
peace, had officially examined the fervants, 
and it was impoffible for me to conceive how 
it had found its way to her. My aunt iug- 
gefted that flie muft have purchafed it of the 
thief for fome trifle : and my heart funk, 
when I admitted to my mind a fuppofition 
which left her without excufe in my eyes. 

*' My father, with filent ftemnefs, had 
in the mean time fent a meflage to lord 

V , and to Mr. and mifs Hanway. They 

now appeared . • . Suffer me to haftenover 
this fcenq • • . Sophia was dked by what 

means 
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means the ftring of pearl h;^d come into her 
pofleflion: She replied with a trenaulous 
voice, 'that it was a legacy left her by the 
relation with whom fhe had lived from her 
infancy/ A deep and convulfive groan 
called our attention to Mn Hanway, who 
funk back in his chair, and appeared almoil 
breathlefs. My father took his hand, and 
my aunt applied her falts : he recovered, and 
burft into tears, 

" The wretched Sophia remained trans- 
fixed to her feat, and I flood by her, with- 
out the power of turning my eyes. upon hen 
In a few minutes my father broke the filerice 
that prevailed. He again feized the hand 
of Mr. Hanway : ' I have,' faid he,.* afted 
junworthily. . * We are both fathers, we, are 
frieuds and neighbours : but I have for a 
moment forgotten thefe ties. Pardon me, 
fir ; a tender intereft unites me to this ufe- 
lefs bauble : it has fubdued my reafon aqd 
hutnanity. But fuffer me to juftify my 
honour ) permit me to open the locket i 

and 
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and let all be forgotten from this miferaMe 
houn* 

^* My aunt approached mifs Hanwajr, 
whofe face was now concealed in my bofotn; 
and turning the locket to my father's hand 
he prefled a fecret fpring. It opened, and 
difcovered the maiden name of my mother^ 
and my father's^ engraved at length> and a 
fmall knot of my mother's hair. We foon 
after quitted the houfe, as did likewife Mn 
Hanway. 

" On the following day Jord V de-- 

livered the necklace to my father i and thi 
affair was configned to oblivion by all ex- 
cept the moft injured. Mr. Hanway and 
hi s d aughter fet out for London two days 
after. An abfence of fome weeks had in- 
tervened, when the unhappy father returned 
by himfelf He became cold and diftant, and 
all friendly intercourfe ceafed. We learned 
that he had placed his daughter with a lady 
in town. 

** In the mean time I had configned my 
6 necklace 
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necklace to i» cafe, with fbmewhatlflce hor- 
ror and averfion, and bitterly lamented my 
want of prudence in pcMnting out my difco- 
very to my aunt. Two years elapfed. My 

regrets continued ; but I heard not a word 
» 

of my friend, until we learned that (he was 
returned to the Hall, and was fuppofed to 
be in a dying ftate. 

*' My anguifh of mind on hearing this 
intelligence admits of no defcription : I de- 
termined at all events to fee her, and my 
friends did not oppofe my refolution, I 
fought the long neglefted path to the houfe, 
with feelings 1 (hall never forget ; and was 
conduced by a fervant into Sophia's drefT- 
ing-room : it was empty, and a (hower of 
tears relieved me. A young and gented 
perfon furprifed me in this agitation of 
mind. I had never feen her before, and 
hefitated in what manner to addrefs her in 
fo painful a moment. Her appearance, al- 
though extremely neat, was fimple : but 
the elegance of her manners at once repelled 
the idea of her being a fervant, though evi- 
dently 
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dently an inmate in the family. She accoft- 
ed me with refpeft, and faid, * Mifs Han- 
way is ftill in bed> my dear mifs Dalrymple ; 
flie has paifed a very bad night/—* Oh !* 
exclaimed I^ again yielding to my tears, 

* fhe will not fee me ! Never fhall I be- 
hold her again ! * — • You are much miftaken,* 
replied (he in the moft foothing accents. 

* She has Ipoken of you feveral times dur- 
ing the night, and I believe that her anxiety 
to fee and embrace you has contributed to 
the increafe of the fever. I will now an- 
nounce you : but, my dear young lady, pre- 
pare your felf for this interview/ 

** She quitted me, and in a few minutes 
returned, and condufted me to the door of 

r- 

Sophia's bed-rooni. * For Heaven's fake,' 
faid (he, opening it, * be on your guard *. ' 
She th^n haftily withdrew. 

" I entered. My friend was fitting in her 
bed fupported by pillows ; her emaciated 
arms extended to receive me i a cold and 
fickly dew flood on her brow, and a faint 
and iweet fmile played on her lips. I fob> 

bed 
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bed In her embrace. Her attendant and 
friend entered, and with a look of terror 
led me to the window. At length I re- 
Ipired, for I had been almoft fufFocated. 
* Leave us, my dear mifs Nelfon/ faid So- 
phia placidly : * Maria will foon recover.* 
I approached once more the bed, and mifs 
Nelfon left the room. 

**' You are furprifed, my dear girl,' faid 
fhe with compofure, * at a change which I 
regard as a blefling ; becaufe I contemplate 
in it fomewhat more encouraging than you 
do* You weep, my Maria 9 and I rejoice—- 
ftot that my career in life is deftined only to 
reach to a few more feverifli and fuffering 
days, but becaufe thefe days are foothed by 
faith and hope. This bed of ficknefs is 
the fcene of my triumphs : it has infured t6 
me a viftory which will reach beyond the 
grave. I have already had a foretafte of 
thofe confolations which are referved for 
the * Contrite of heart,* and I can exult- 
ingly fay, * Blefled are thofe who mourn, 
for they fhalj be comforted.'. . .My father 

has 
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has received with parental love his peol* 
lent child ; and you, xny Maria, ieek your 
guilty friend, to pardon and to pity her. — 

Mifs Nellbn too,*- fhe was interrupted by 

her entrance——* You talk too much,' faid 
(he aS^&ionately. * I muft fend your friend 
away,' fmihng on me : * raifs Dalrymple 
muft know my authority here.' — •'* Not yet^ 
Emma, not yet,' cried Sophia with vivacity, 
C^ing my hand and placing it on m\& Nd* 
fon's lips : * not yet,' repeated ihe : ' I will 
not fpeak another word, if ihe ftays and 
talks with you.* 

'^ This interruption ^as feafonable : the 
converiation was lefs intereftmg ; but I dif- 
covered a gentlenefs and fweetneis in milf 
Nelfon which charmed me.^ I was not, 
however^ unobfervant of the pallid faUe 
which had iucceeded to the heAic and 
beautiful glow on the cheek of my friendl,^ 
and I roie to quit die room« * Tou will 
come;,' faid ihe languidly, * and h^p me to 
manage Emma : I ihall deftroy her i She is 
very headftrong. Maria, »d lifleos to no-* 

• thing 
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thing I can fay : I wonder £he is not dead 
with watching me/ 

'* You will imagine, my dear madam," 
continued Mrs. Erlingford, *' the impreiliQ^ 
which this fcene made on my mind and 
ipirits« . My father and aunt were little lels 
powerfully touched by my relation of it. 
My father inftantly quitted the room, and 
wrote to his. friend Mr, Hanway, The 
anfwer to this letter included an invitation 
to pafs the following day at the HalL On 
our arrivsd, the twp re^united friends ilepped 
into ^Mr* Han way's carriage^ which wa^ 
waiting, in order to take an airings My 
aunt and myfelfjoiaed Sophia 4n the drelT- 
ing-fQom : ihe was on the fopha, and fup^ 
ported as in bed. She reoei?ed. us with 
cheeriblnefs, and after Ibme little convexia^ 
tioci with my aunt, relative to her corner 
plaints^ obierved that her mother had died 
of a conluoiption. — ^ But oow,^ purfued (he, 
turning to Emma, ^ liflen to me, my love 1 
and be tradable : go into the gardeii, • and 
walk an hour; it is ad«L|ghtful momia^ 
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« ' . ... 

and you mult have air and exercife* Leavd 
then your patient and your orders with th^* 
beft woman, and the beft nurfe, in this 
county/ Mifs Nelfon placed a phial of 
cordial julep on the table, and withdrew. 

*' ^ To that amiable and worthy young 
woman,* faid Sophia as Ihe Ihut the dobr^ 
* do I owe much of the comfort of this 
preQing hour: her attention tome is un- 
remitting and unwearied; but thefe arel 
the leaft of the obligations which I have to 
acknowledge.* Seeing us take the al^m 
dt a prelude which, from the ferious air of 
her countenance, denoted foinething like 
a purpofe we wifhed to Ihun — (he paufed 
a few moments, and then with, foleranity 
/aid, * Indulge me; my friends : it gratifies 
ifte to recall paft fcenes. The comparifon of 
what r once was, with that which I truft I 
am at prefent, is z cordial more efficacious 
than that before you, my good mifs Dal- 
rymple/ 

« She looked at the phial. * This,* faid 
-fixe, ^ js ufelefe but as it contents thofe about 

me : 
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me : tke odicr Gommuiutat^ joy and pisaoe: 
do not then bterrupc me. I wili /pare jmat 
feetings as much as I can 5 for Iknowail the 
b^ev^olenc in»rkingfi of' four miiidsA Byt 
chefe are precious moments to me ! and it 
is ne^eShry that I ihpuld place the cifcum^ 
ftances of mj guilt is)ef(»re you, a6 ^nnsrli as 
tlieerideiKeS'Of my repentance*' Thene.was 
€in irrefiftibie per&afion in her woids and 
manner. We were filent, and Ihe proceeded* 

I witi not attempt to esuer into die detail 
Df that progrefiive oo^arfe of bafenefs and 
duplicity which at length conduced me to 
reproach and fhame. { have long £fice 
Tcjeftcd thofe extenuations^ to which my 
feeble and alaraied conscience at firft clinig* 
I knowtihat ^ God jmigech not as mam jnd^ 
6th,' and that aik)wances will be made in 
iavour of miiguided and inco<;)£dera(Ce yputh; 
•but? I know alfo that the apology of ^fu^ 
ranee is veiy fliort. Shoit indeed zre odiofe 
pleadings alkwed by the iallacious hope of 
•an^ring mind!— 4 'perfeftiy recoHeft feeling 
that I was afting coivcr^ry to my duty, m 

VOL, II. o the 
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the paltry diefts to which the favourite 
xnaid-fervant of my aunt inftigated me : flie 
was obliged^ even then, to qualify my guilt 
by an argument of juftice. She complained 
of the houfekeeper, whom I did not love, 
and faid Ihe was a hypocrite^ who fpared 
merely with a view to her own profit ; for 
that my coufin wifhed to make her fervants 
comfortable^ and allowed thofe indulgences 
which Barton withheld. 

^^'My next ftep was ftealing from.my 
lame and infirm relation a purfe containing 
fome new and trifling filvqr coin. . I ftill rer 
member the compunftion which attended 
this crime, and the dread of detedtion.'-— 
My aunt rofe. *The room grows very 
warm,' faid fhe, going to the window. ^ I 
do not fee mifs Nelfon I '— ' She will not re- 
turn,' anfwered Sophia, * till I ring : but be 
compofed, I muft be heard. At the death 
of my coufin I was removed to fchooh I was 
then in my thirteenth year, and an adept in 
all the mean fubterfiiges of habitual bafenefs. 
I concealed my depravity, and accomplished 

my 
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my miferable defigns with tilnnbg atld 
circumfpeaion. Once, and, bleffed be God ! 
only once,' (She raifed her eyes in pious 
gratitude,) ' did my erring footfteps conduft 
me to the complicated guilt of transferring 
to the innocent my crime^ and the difgface 
infepaif ble from it. 

^' ^ Mifs Nelfon was this viftim of har- 
dened efirontery and cruelty. She was a 
half boarder in the houfe. Her conduft was 
irreproachable^ and her temper fo mild and 
obliging as to render her the general favour- 
ite of the family. Her father, a clergyman 
with a limited income and feven children^ 
had with fedulous care improved this pro- 
mifing child, and prepared Her excellent 
underftanding for his future defign of placing 
her as a governefs in a private family i and 
with the view of givmg her the neceffary 
accomplifliments of needle work^ &c. he 
had placed her for two or three years in a 
capital fchool. I had no other motive for 
my condu(ft than the favouring circumftances 
for my own fecurity, and thefe fhifted the 

guilt 
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guilt oa this innbC«nt cfei»Cf|rei< The fi^gmi 
ifAAck I th<as tfffi^ded to ber ch»ia6tef ruined 
tlie prudent ifttentions <^f ^j^ pa^'eoq j btit 
kftp^ly chef re)e6);ed the accuiktioa with 
icora and indignation j altho^igh my oflteaAireQ 
were not fti(peAe4> much h& xlete^bed. 
The injured Emma left (hehotifet, tM fome 
friends in it who believed that &e had 
been injijped. . ^ 

^' ' The laft and lacneiitablc rproafof my 

corruption regards yom> my Maria '-—**• 

^ Spare me ! ' I fobbed ont^ ^ ipare isiCj if yoo 

have mercy i IftiaJQ mever fcrgive myfeif I ' 

— ^^ Have patience/ faidihecaknly : ^youam 

iliU igndrant bywhatisneans the pearls came 

into my poflfeflBon- You juid your &milf 

miift ftin fuiped the innocent i for I> alas ! 

enjoyed an exemption from afi that coiiikl 

ieflen your love and coafiday::!^^ You have 

not -thought me a daief, 2 cannot 4ie ia 

peace without expofing to .you the whole 

afiair* Remember that that. tnercy. which 

healeth the penitent hearty ihields it from 

the abjeft fhame of avowing its tmn%ref-* 

6 ' fions. 



fion^. The trtbimal to whkh it has humbly 
confefled its fins, and before w^idli it has 
wtth uf^igned foffow iaooeiimd iKem, has 
funk into j^adungnefs. the ihasne which 
sitljexids. repentance^ in this world of ^ror 
and partial judgment. One giracious hope 
of mercy from abov^e renders it firai, and 
willbig to meet di%race in any other farm. 
But I'hive none to fear here :-«-€onipaflion 
foftens your hearts, and perhaps t»o much. 
*** Accident rather than defign led me to 
your hqufe on the fatal momitig whan yoii 
loft your pearls. I bad arifeo by miftake 
at a very early hour$ none of our ifervants 
had quitted their beds. I made my w^y into 
the garden, promifing myfelf a full indemni* 
fication fof the iofs of my rqpofe by feeing 
djp fun rife. After enjoying this glorious 
fpeftacle, I fuddenly took the whim of fur- 
prifing you in your bed, and imniediately 
took the path through the wood. 1 met 
with no one. The glaia door of the fitting-* 
room was open, and I entered, meaning to 
gain the ftair- cafe by that pafiage. In paft. 

' ing 



ing the fopha, a book caught my eye. It 
was partly concealed by the ciilhion, and 
an impolfe of curiofity led me to look into 
it.. On taking it in my hand, the ftring of 
pearls to which it was flightly attached 
appeared, I will not now ftop to define what 
were then my thoughts. I have believed, 
but I Kjjeft the thought^ that in the firft 
inftant they were innocent^ and only ad- 
mitted the fiUy projeft of frightening you 
and Mrs. Dalrymple ; for it is too certain 
that I liot only fecreted thern^ but withdrew 
with a guilty caution. I hurried home with 
the utmoft care to avoid being feen 5 and 
fatally fecure that no eye had marked me, 
fave that all-feeing one which was fiot in 
my thoughts, I concealed myfelf in my 
room till the hour of breakfaft, and then 
joined my father as ufual, 

^^^We had hardly finifhed, when Mr. 
Dalrymple entered, apparently agitated, and 
with much warmth related to us the extra- 
ordinary event of the morning. * I value 
DQtth^ pearls^* faidhe, ^ for their intrinfic 

worth i 
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v^OYth i but they are endeared to xne by cir- 
cumftances I can never forget^ and I wiU leave 
nothing undone to recover them.' I fat 
terrified, confoundeld, and (ilent -, the truth 
trembling on my lips, and cowardly con- 
fcience fuppreffing it, Whilft thus irrefolute^ 
your father's refentment and vexation were 
more and more declared, and the gentlemen 
left me to proceed to the examination of 
the honeft fervants. 

** * The die was now caft. I conceived that 
the time for an honourable retreat had efca- 
ped me, and endeavoured to quiet the per-> 
tuxbation of my fpirits by a compromife 
with my confcience and duty. I determined 
to confult you, to truft to your aunt's influ- 
ence ; and at any rate to difengage niy felf 
- from a burthen I found fo oppreffive* Alas> 
my Maria ! it was only the dread of detec- 
tion that hung on my mind ; in proportion 
as thefe fears fubfided) and fecurity feemed 
eflabliflied, I loft fight of every good pur- 
pofe y and indifferent to the effeds which I 

had 
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had prodocad^ your unesfinds^ your ^ther*! 
anger, smd tbe difmifikl of feveral fervants^ 
Mlf fuggefted to me the oec^ty of cau^ 
doik-^^h! cruel aad infidious viceT ex^ 
eloimed fhe with emotion, ^ I had yielded 
myfelfup to thy folidtationsi thy fnaresnow 
emrompiified me^ thy nscoxtipenfe was pre^ 
pared. Knowing that yoa bad never feen^ 
touch lefs womi this oiTiament before the 
day you loft it 5 perfe<^iy acqoaimed with 
every cirnimfliince refattive to your tifit 5 
the certainty of vm memng t3m family or 
ray of their coniEiefticms u lord V-— — *s ; 
joiaed to the positive proofis^ as I imagined^ 
tf yovr inabiliry to go, aiid the card of 
apology wMch I faw iant in your fa;dier's and 
ftunc'B name • . • « aH united to betray me 1 
aniien, excited by my yamty, I Mt the defire 
of wearing fi^ fhdf ewning only the peark. 
Trtifting to my father's ufual inattention to 
female drefs^ I boldly met the danger— not 
hffiieftf without uflng the precautions of 
tha( cufmiiig which oftener betrays the 

wicked 
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wicked thaft it covers them--I tied oh the 
necklace in the calriage, and concealed it 
with my Ihawl. 

*f * What followed, you have hot forgoes 
ten. Neither will 1 dwell on that which is fo 
indelibly engraven on my mind*— my un- 
happy father's agonies, and my frtiitle& 
defpair. 

^' ^ In London I was placed under the eare 
of Mrs. Smith, the lady with whom I had 
always pafled my holidays whilft. at fchooL 
I found her much changed by the progrefe 
of a painful and incurable malady. But her 
reception of me was marked by more than 
her common kindnefs, and her conduft fb 
delicately guarded, that I made no doubt 
but that my father, in tendernefs to his hrft 
child, had fpared me the fhame and dif- 
grace infallibly affixed to the difcovery of 
my offence. I received notwichftanding her 
0&6tiomte attentions wkh a paffive indifFe*- 
rence : filent, dejefted, and reftlefs, I pafled 
days and weeks unheeded, unemployed, and 
HDgnjoyed. From this ftupop I was roufed by 

the 
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Ae illnefs of Mrs. Smith, which was pain- 
ful to a degree of which I had no prior idea. 
I became diligent in ihy attendance^ and the 
conftant witnefs of thofe excmciattng par- 
oxyfms which tore her feeble frame. With 
aftonifliment did I obferve a fortitude which 
appeared to my unpradifed mind more than 
human i her patience feemed to derive 
ftrength from her fufFerings, and meek re- 
fignation to triumph over the pangs of 
nature. In her Ihort intervals of eafe flie 
was compofed and even cheerful, entered 
into every arrangement that could relieve 
thofe about her, and with the mofl grateful 
kindnefs remarked their zeal in her fervice. 
"* In this fituation fhe remained fome 
weeks, and* at length recovered to her ufual 
flate of weaknefs and fufpenfion from pain. 
One morning I itemarked to her the admi- 
ration which her patience and fortitude had 
excited in my mind, and added fome reflec- 
tions which prefTed upon my finking fpirits. 
* It would be folly,' anfwered fhe, * were I 
not to endeavour, at leafl, to praftife fome- 

thing 
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thing of that philofophy for which you fo 
kindly give me credit; for, in the firft place, 
nothing is more certain than that impatience 
and fretfulnefs aggravate bodily fufferings 
as much as they augment mental ones. 
But I have motives infinitely fuperior to any 
which have refulted from my experience, or 
which have been fuggefted to me even by 
reiafon, for the exercife of that patience, 
which has furprifed you merely from the 
circumftances of your youth, and till of late 
your happy exemption from pain and fufier- 
ing. I have, my dear child,' continued 
Mrs. Smith, ^ thepromifeof afuture recom- 
penfe more than adequate to every evil I 
can poflibly encounter in this life; and a 
glorious reward affured for every -exertion 
of patience and refignation. But this firm 
rock of defence I will leave for a moment, 
in order to produce another argument of 
fupport and confolation, I have a very 
powerful perfuafion on my mind, that from 
thefe very fufierings, which you have wit^ 
wfled, 1 have extradcid bleffings which 

might 
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might otherwife have efcaped me in a fife 
of heedlefs profperity and cafe. I have long 
been convinced, my dear young friend,' 
added fhe, looking at me with afFe^Honate 
folicitude, and gently fighing, *that the 
human heart cannot well be purified, nor the 
human charaAer fuftained and dignifiedj 
without the feafoning of adverfity. It is the 
tempered and hard implement of the fkil- 
ful workman which gives to the diamond its 
luftre and its value ; and that human being 
whofe powers of mind have never been 
brought out by adverfe fortune to trial, 
whofe life has been one continual courfe of 
eafe and fupine fecurity, refembles, in my 
opinion, the gem preferved with care in the 
cabinet of the curious, more on account of 
its rarity and imaginary worth than for its 
real excellence. You have of late/ conti- 
nued flie, placidly fmiling, ' been feleded 
from many a diamond thus ufelefsly pre- 
ferved The pointed fteel han broken 

through the incruftation which has fill nay 
obfcured the brilliancy of that immortal 
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fm within But I will drop inftXhx^ 

fian. You have, my child — for 1 knowali— 
yon have recently received one leflbn, a 
precious lefTon, from the falutary friend of a 
moral and intelligent creature^ YoU have 
experienced Ihame, trouble, and Contrition. 
Yott have felt the privation of efteera, of 
eonfidenoe, of kindnefs. But your under- 
flaoiding admits, that, under the preflbre of 
every Jiatural evU, Providence had graci* 
ouily provided for you an aflured truft, and 
a refuge from defpair. 

** ^ Under thefe paififul conviftions of your 
mind, has knot occurred to you to contem* 
plate the ineitimable advantages refulting 
feom this fevere experiment? Has it not 
convmced you of the danger of thoughtkfs 
errors, and the extreme hazard of leaving 
human condudl to the miferable and blind 
guidance of an unprincipled and uninftruded 
mind ? Are you not awane, that this moment 
is the eftabliihment of your future exi&^ 
ence ; that your reafon is Jiow awakened ; 
and that, inftead of weakening its newly 

acquired 



206 

acquired powers by dwelling with unavall* 
ing anguiih on the paft^ it demands only 
occafions of manifefting itfelf in the bright 
career of honour, of ufefulnefs and of virtue ? 
Do you imagine, can you for a moment 
conceive,' aflced (he with increafing energy, 
• that the difgrace and uneafinefs which have 
nearly overwhelmed you, have for their pur- 
pofe nothing but the fevere and bitter 
puniihment of adlual offence? Is it thus 
you have been taught to regard the almighty. 
Parent of mankind? No, my Sophia! nor 
has your earthly parent been thus taught ta 
imitate him. Your gracious and merciful 
Maker, your friends, fociety at large, expedb 
better and more precious fruit from this 
painful occurrence. Thfe approving eye 
of the divine Being waits but your humble 
wiihes and endeavours to meet it • . . the 
hearts of your friends are prepared to give 
you a more honourable ftation than even 
that which, with fo much inconfideration, 
you abandoned. You are young, my dear 
girl. Neither your opportunities nor inftruc- 

tion$ 
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tions have hitherto been favourable either 
to the enlargement of your reafon or to 
your eftablifhment in virtue. Left to the bias 
of every childifh temptation and frivolous 
purfuit; fimply cautioned with the com- 
mon place precepts of moral reftitude, in- 
difcriminately and haftily inculcated, and aa 
haftily heard and forgotten, you have been 
betrayed into errors for which you now 
bluih J and feel as atrocious, in refpeft to 
yourfelf, that deviation which the honefl 
candour of your mind would teach you to 
regard ^ difgraceful in another. — But, my 
lovcjr think not the blot indelible in that 
foul which is conftituted with powers to 
rejeft fin and impurity, and which will 
never fail of afliftance in its attempts to 
recover its deftined fplendour . . . Repentance 
and amendment will in no cafe, I firmly 
truft, of moral turpitude be rejefted. Your 
recollection of your duty to God, and of 
your obligations to your fellow- creatures, 
has been produced by circumftances re- 
mote from habitual depravity and hardneis 

of 
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of heart. Accept then with gratitude, with 
pious joy and thanksgiving, a warning of 
fuch fpeciai grace and favour. Wipe away 
every tear from your eye, and think that 
purchafe cheap at any price, which will 
infure in future life your feet from Aiding 
ind your heart from evil/ — ^She paufed. 

•**If,* continued flie, * forty years' feclu- 
fion from- the bufy world have ferved any 
of the intentions of wifdom, I think I may 
venture to fay that I might be ufeful to you. 
We have leifure — let us endeavour to 
impnove it. The moft lively intereft in 
your- happtnefs prompts this propofel: the 
moft fympathizing pity' — Her tears flowed 
too abundantly for her to proceed— Yes^ 
my Maria, Mrs. Smith wept in compaffion 
of yoiir Sophia — ' I have,' continued flie, 
* filently wkneffed the diftrefs of your mind. I 
fee with unfpeakable regret the ravages it has 
made on your health. This muft not be, my 
dear friend. We muft feek a cure for thefe 
ills * . . and be affured that we ftiall find it. 
And tiow permit this franknefs to ijivite you 

to 



to coj^dencei rdy- oil my tendemefs and 
counfels : neither the one nor the other will 
•(deceive you. You muft get well,* added 
.fliej, finiling benignantly on me: ^ you muft 
, be cheerful, my dear Sophia. ; for you have 
. in your hands the means of redeeming with 
honour and augmented refpeft this hour of 
humiliation.' 

''*From this time our mornings were de- 
voted to reading^ and my improvement 
was conduced by my excellent guide. The 
world I fo much dreaded receded : I no 
Jonger confidered its fcom as the firft 
objeft of my fears, or the lofs of its plea- 
fures as a fubjeft of reafonable regret. 
My views brightened, my opmions were 
reftified, and my leHgious faith was more 
thim a^treed. My mind was relieved from 
an mfupportable burthen; and with a fere- 
nity, to which till that happy period I had 
been a Jftranger, I raifed my hopes to th^t 
peace which this world can neither give nor 
take away. ' I was not long in this happy 
, voL.H. p ftate 
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fknttof, I trtift, piotis fubrhiffioft Sntlicnit 
expef ifencing one ^f its gracious ihfluence^^ 

^^ *Mjr father vifited me: he recdved rtife 
oncfe rtiore to his afietStionate tneaAj'Jie 
b'lefed me and faid, yes, my Maria, life 
faid I fhould live to blefs him. My return 
to virtue would have been indeed deficient, 
had not the remembrance of mift Nelfonliad 
its fhare in my reperitittt tears. No returns 
of p^ace could pre'^^nt die painfiil recoUec- 
^ion dftny condu<ft telpefting her, and rriy 
'dedlirimg health gave to thefe liecolleftioris 
a bitterneft, happily imaginary ; for' there 
was no train of evil into which! did ncJt 
"fear I had been the caufe.pf plunging this 
injured girl. 

*^ * I communicated to Mrs. Smith this tffil 
tmknown proof of my depravity. ''Vhis is 
indeed,' faid the good woman, * bieing born 
again,' * and this teft of your fincerity and 
of your forrow is alfo the prelude of your 
triumph. Fear nothing: youT father will 
love you ftill better for your cbnfidence in 

'his 
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Ms g«iierolity. Mils Nelfbn haii goo^ 
parents to flieker her from the effefts o£ 
thofe fufpieions you produced* Leave thefe 
cares co me : all iball be as you wiih> .ai)d 
as juftice requires. We wijl lofe iio tiaie,' 
added Ihe-: ^ your acknowledgment of the 
whole tranfafltion, and the reparatipn it 
becomes you to offer, will be noble evi- 
dences of the prefent ftate of your mind, 
•nd powerful pleaders with a good heart.' 

^' ^My complaint in the mean time became 
snore and more alarming : to the cough w^ 
now addsd a pain in my Ude, fo acute, that 
my phyfidan ordered me a large blifter, 
and 1 was confined to my bed. My dear 
father was in a ftate of anxiety, which re<^ 
viv^d th$it anguilh I had hoped was paft. 
I reproached myfelf without ceafing as the 
unhappy caufe of his affliction, and every 
proof of his tendernefs increafed my re* 
morfe. 

" * In this ftate of mental dejedion and 

bodily infirmity was your poor Sophia, 

when n>ifs Nelfon and her father reached 

6 Mrs. 



Mrs. ^mith^$4 My father^ without figniiy'i 
ing his intentions to mt, had vifited them^ 
and brought them to town. Prepared as I 
was for tfiisi interview, it was nearly fatal to 
itle. But here ended my ftruggles. Mr* 
Nelfon foon taught me that I had yet ta 
learn to die ; and his Toothing piety con^- 
-vinced me that it was not the hardeft or the 
moft difficult leflbn affigned to mortals^ 
Tou will, I hope, ere long know this true 
difciple of his benevolent mailer. I evaded 
for fome dme my Other's wilhes, and thtf 
advice of the medical gendemen who urged 
-my coming hither^ A fecret wiih of Ipar-t 
ing my father ufelefs regrets in his future 
folitary home, had confiderable weight widt 
me ; to thefe was added the fociety of JMrs^ 
Smith and Mr. Nelfon, who could not be 
with me here, the firft being incapaciuited 
by her infirmities from undertaking fuch a 
journey, and the latter, though withinreach 
i>f London (in a few Hours), beiAgJIoo re- 
mote from hence for his duty. I knew that 
Arrow«beech had no health in itore for me^ 

My 
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My friends, however, prevailed. But, gra- 
cious God ! I find it the fojourn of peace.' "^ 
** On taking our leave in the evening my 
&ther kifled her cheek, and with afTumed- 
gaiety faid, *Do you know, my dear Sophia,; 
that you have brought amongfl us a litde 
girl who dares to difpute my authority ^ 
This Emma of yours pretends to have a will- 
of her own, and refufes to . relinquilh her 
poft to *the beft nurfe in the county/ Mrs^ 
Dalrymple claims her rights, and you muft 
be the arbitrator, I would leave you Maria j 
but I think thefe girls, will do better to 
^mufe you by turns, and take care of your 
father and myielf in our rambles/ She 
fmiled, and looked gratefiiK ^ I underftand,' 
faid fhe, ^ all the prudence and kindnefs of 
this arrangement. My Emma will fubmit^ 
In the day, I ihall have all my friends about 
me : but Emma mufl: not be in my room in 
the night; fhe knows how oiften I have urged 
this neceflity to her. I cannot imagine how 
fha has hitherto fupported the fatigue, and 
want of fleep/ 

"My 
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^ My iunt continued with Sd|>hta/ and 
Emmsr and myfelf were alternately with her 
during the day, and as regularly called upon 
to our evening and morning fides by the 
gentlemen* During three we6ks dr a month 
our invalid appeared fomething the bettel* 
for the change of air: (he wa$ cheerful aod 
ferene^ and communicated to our hearts 
hopes which we cherifhed without daring 
to examine fb( ground on wkub tb^ f0(d. 

^^ One morning I was alone with her : ihe 
fuddenly afked mej" what wa$ become of 
my fixing of pe^^rls, I im^ne I (:hanged 
colour i for fhe added, fweetly fmlling, ^Nay^ 
be not alarmed^ but \ mult have Uiem once 
more in my p^fleilion;* { burit in|o tears^, 
unab}e to anfwer her : fhp initantly dlt)pped 
the fubjeft, 

^^ The next morning mifs Nelfon fttrprife4 
me in my bed. | was (errifiedi) and eagerly 
^ed news of Sophia. ^She has pafled i. 
very bad night/ anfwtered ihe 1 * your aunt 
4id not uadrefs: but I am >charged witki 
^pmmilfion that admip of no d^lay. Sophia 

^gfires 



4^fijFes you tc> ieiid yaw n^ <;klace by me/; 
"n^^ Qood Heoy^St! ' exclaimed I, ' i$ t;his. ^ 
moment ii^ which to recall, fo hateful, fo, 
cjiftreffing a, fubjeft ? '^—* Indulge her,' faid^ 
Emma: ^-^^pl^ia I^nway is ifi ^o ganger of 
Jj^viog h^r jpind difturbed by any earthly 
coAfiderati(^.*wHi.*Take it/ cried I weep^ 
i^g, ^ take it,' direfting her tQ the place ii\ 
which it was; -only in pity let me not feQ 
it/ She took it. and left me inrflandy, 
Xh^ dr^d of beholding this hat^d m^- 
ip^nto hung 9n'my fpiritsv When I join^ 
Sophia, I threw my eyes fearfully on tho 
^ble, aqd Tppha, ^d was relieved. Sh^ 
wa$ QiQfe t]^ative than ufual:^ but not ^ 
word w^ faid of thfe pdiops firing of pearl. 
. '^ A few iQore day^ w^re pafied in fa|la- 
cipu&hpp^ aodtr^inbling appreheiifion, whei) 
flie ;5¥a5 f^i?;^ with faintjngs which we fup-» 
pqfed mprt^li but they gradually fuhfided, 
Ji^Sying her in a ftat^. of feeblenerfs which 
c<^fiKie4 her frprn th^t time to her bed, 
In : this^ fitvatipn (h© remained tep or twelyp 
d^y^.i wh§o:Qn entering her rooni one mornT 



ing I fpund her propped up in her bed, 
ftringing my pearls. An involuntary mo-r 
tion made me retreat. ' Come in/ fald (he 
placidly: *Ihavejuft finifhed my work, and 
I have only to reconcile you lo it: come 
and gratify me by your approbation of what 
I have done.* I approached- the bedfide, 
and, kneeling down, reclmed< my head* on 
the pillow by her. My dear Mrs. Palmer- 
ftone, I aftually (hut my eyes, this ftring- 
of pearly was my abhorrence; it feemed a 
reproach to me, from which I fhrunk -widi' 
horror, *'I have,' faid my -dear friend,- 
^ again cheated you, my Maria! You will 
find the locket is changed^ but I h^e taken 
care that all which was precious in the for^ 
mer is contained in this/ Promife me to 
wear it,' continued fhe, feebly attempting 
to tie it round my neokj- ^' promife me ta 
wear it, although the name of die unworthy 
Sophi?^ Hanway is added. Prdmife me/ 
reiterated fhe, ' to wear it, not as the evi- 
iience of my fhamci but as that of my. 
triumph over fin.'— ^-^Ohl give it m^,*- 
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lobbed I, grafping the locket, and dropping 
it into my bofom : * never from this hour 
Ihall it have a rival in that heart on which it 
refts/ 

** She fweetly fmiled. * I wifh it not fo 
exclufive a preference,* faid Ihe : * as my 
gift, you will value it: as my legacy, I 
deftine it to a ftill more noble purpofe j 
regard it as confecrated to the fervice of. 
virtue. You will probably marry: you 
may be a mother : and your children will 

be human .... and •••• fallible Should it 

ever happen, alas ! would that we had no 
better grounds than fuppofition ! Ihould x% 
ever happ^ that they trefpafs on innocence^ 
or depart from reftitude, as I have done^ 
ihow them this firing of f earls.. .Khxe to 
them the errors of your now dying friend . . . 
if it be poffible, number to them my re- 
pentant tears . , . fay to them, ' Thus was it 
with Sophia Hanway. . . .With the lofs of pro- 
bity ihe loft her peace and her felf-efteem. ,.; 
By petty frauds arid mean ftratagems file 
^9^ condw<Sled to pitiful fubterfuges, and to a 

dire<5); 
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<dke6t violation of truth.. ••The exempdons 
that thefe procured her from merited chaf- 
tifement became the Jnftigators to mojre 
accumulated guilty and more hardened bpldr 
iie&* « . . till at length fhe was a reproach- and 
« (h^me to her family.'.* .Bid them beware 
pf concealments. They are foares to the 
ifaexperienced, and, by covering from the 
jjye3 of obfervation one deviating ftep^ 
render retreat imprafticable.V.y.Sophi^'* 
words were, in one refpeft, prophetic . . .She 
died three d3.ys after this conyerfation. 
v? . " My father, to whom I related what hat] 
pafled in this.afiefting. interview, informed 
^e that Mr. Hanway had pix^ared hix9 
Jfor the change which had been made in the 
locket. She had commiifioned \kim to <fen4 
it to town for the purpofe, and had at th^ 
jame time requefted him to cut from hf jr 
head a ringlet of hair to fend; wi^h ic^ 
He complied, with an agitation which h# 
couldnot conceal. She examined the lock 

•* • • ^ • # 

.wj?ic;h» he had taken. * This will not be 
Jiigicient^' faid ihe, calmly taking up th§ 

fciffars ; 
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fdfiar3 : ^ my father and Eirnna (hall eacK. 
have one from my own hand/ She then 
gave him in(tru6tions for Emma's locketj^ 
and| holding the three ringlets in her hand^ 
gazed on them with fixed attention.—-; 

* What/ faid ftie, * are now the perilhable 
JionouMi of my head ! They will ferve to no 
purpofe { for the affeftion of thofe 1 leave^ 
behind me ftands not in need of fuch aids. 
Yet I was onceproyd of ibis diftinSlion: now 
I figh only for that crown which will never 
fade !*4.Be comforted, my dear father, that' 
in this folemn hour your child tells you,- 
with humble confidence, that fhe dies, not 
as * thofe without hope/ For I ^ know- 

* that my Redeemer liveth,Vand that a Gqdr 
of mercy reigrteth/*— ^ Mr. Hanway,' faid 
my father, * wept like an infant, when he^ 

related this converfation to me Poor 

man ! * added he, unmindful of the big tears, 
which chafed one another down his own^ 
venerable face. 

*'. In th6 firft poignancy of my grief I 

^i-got my friend's injujiftionSj or rather, J 

^ was 
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Was unequal to the obfervance of them. 
The necklace and locket were configned to 
a private drawer, and my conviction of the 
reproach I deferved for my hafty difcovery . 

at lord V *s prevented my wearing them 

for fome time, 

** Three years after, I married ; and my- 
father's defire and Mr. Hanway's wifhes 
prevailed. I wore thefe pearls on my wed- 
dmg-day^ and have fince occafionally done 
fo.*' Mrs. Erlingford paufed. 

*' I have been a fad gueft for an invalid,"^ 
feid fhe, obferving my eyes, and wiping the 
tears from her own. ** Mr. Palmerftone 
will never forgive me ! Let me endeavour. 
to divert your dejeftion by fomething more 
cheerful.— Mifs Nelfori is happily marri- 
ed. Mr. Hanway behaved nobly on that 
occafion; but I never heard precifely the 
extent of his generofity. My good aunt 
became Mrs. Hanway three or four months 
before I changed my name. The path in 
the wood is now a good coach-road, in 
order to facilitate the intercourfe of the 

friends 
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- friends in the gouty feafon^ my aunt infiftinjg 

on her privil^es of fupecintending the 

cufhions of both her patients. But this 

^prudent provifion for fuch eiigences might 

.have been fpared ; for^ in faft, my father,. 

; fince my marriage, is almoll; a ftranger in 

, his own houfe^ and cdmplains grievoufly 

of the burthen. I believe Mr. Erlingford 

will foon content them all, by taking it for 

our refidence.'J 

My huiband*s light ftep was now heard 
on the ftair-cafe: he entered with anxious 
folicitude for me, and was ftruck with fur- 
prife and embarrafflnent on approaching us. 
Confcious. that our eyes would betray us, 
we both looked confufed : his difcretion 
^d politenefs reftrained his inquiries, and 
a momentary filence enfued. ** Well," 
faid the fprighdy Mrs._ Erlingford with 
forced gaiety, " you have now ftudied us 
long enough. Your wife is quite well i 
therefore do not read any thing to the con- 
trary in her face. What think you of mine ? 
will it fuit thofe you have quitted ? I have 

indifcreetly 
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indifcreetly fpoiled both it and my temper 

' for the ball ; fo give me a iandwich^ and 

.fend me home.*' My hufband^ reaffured, 

catered into her views, and bylws-cheer- 

fuinefs reitored us to our ufual fpirits* 

I know not why my heart jpnompts me to 

iadden yours, bf telling you « that this 

-channin^ young woman fi^wed only two 

years after th)» period* The birth of her 

fir ft child was fatal* to tbepniable mothef; 

The recoUeftidri \bf this event, afid the 

narrative contained in this letter, prefs too 

heavily on mf mind to permit me to add 

.more than the name of 

Your affeftionate mother. 
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